1 JOHN
LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR

It is commonly accepted in the minds of most scholars that the apostle John, the son of Zebedee – MARK 1:19-20 and the brother of James – MATT. 4:21 wrote this epistle.

Many of the early writers who were Christians quoted from it and attributed it to John. As the result of two of his pupils, Polycarp and Papais quoting from it and attributing it to their teacher and assuming it was written in the last decade of the first century their witness would be within 20 years of its composition. Since these men were students under the apostle then they surely would have been able to detect any fabrications of the writings of their teacher, yet they accepted it as a product of the apostle to whom it was attributed and this should sufficient evidence to convince any reasonable mind as to who penned this epistle. From the earliest period of time the epistle was presumed to be the work of john the apostle.

In addition to the external evidence there is a great deal of internal evidence which strongly points to John the apostle as the author. Let’s examine some of the internal evidence – 1.) The author declares he is an eyewitness of Christ – 1:1-4.  2.) Christ is presented as the word (logos) both in the gospel of John – JN. 1:1 and in this epistle – 1:1-3.  3.) The writer seems to have sustained a relationship with those to whom he wrote – 1:2-3 and so it would not have been necessary to identify himself. 4.) The final reason to view John as the author is that both the gospel and epistle of John were written that its readers might believe and as a result inherit eternal life – JN. 20:30-31; 1 JN. 5:13. 
In fact there is so much similarity between the gospel of John and the epistle of First John that the opinion of the scholars is in almost unanimous agreement that the one who wrote the gospel also wrote the epistle. When considering all the evidence both external and internal there is no question as to who is the author of this epistle – it is the apostle John.
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING 
The exact date and place of the writing of the epistle of First John is not given and therefore cannot be precisely determined. 
The general view of scholars is that the epistle of First John was written by John for the churches of Asia near the end of the first century shortly after the gospel of John was written so that places it somewhere between the years 90-95 A.D. It is generally agreed that John lived in Ephesus after being released from the Isle of Patmos and it is from this place the letter is most likely written.

RECIPIENTS
To whom was this epistle of First John which was without salutation or superscription written? It maybe properly regarded as a “general” or “universal” epistle intended for Christians everywhere and in every age, but there are several things that point to John primarily addressing the churches of Asia and particularly the church in Ephesus where John lived. Evidence for the first line of reasoning is that the Revelation given to John by Jesus addresses the seven churches of Asia and then we must consider his association with the church at Ephesus. We must also consider the danger posed to these churches as they are confronted with the false religion of the Gnostics.
It seems most likely that John had in mind a group of local churches when he penned this epistle. Since John lived in Ephesus it is only natural to conclude that the epistle was addressing the disciples of this particular area where he resided and as a result enjoyed such a close relationship with these Christians.
PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE
The apostle John gives us an understanding of the purpose of this epistle when he wrote,” These things I have written to you, who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 5:13

This purpose in this letter is best served by John making the effort to define the nature of Jesus Christ as the Son of God. It was important for John to do this because of the false teachers and teachings that were causing problems in the church near the end of the first century.

Some denied the deity of the Lord, while others doubted his humanity. The first group said that Jesus was not Christ while others believed that Christ was not Jesus. The unbelieving Jews were in agreement with those who denied his deity.

The Gnostics questioned his humanity and their false doctrine was identified as Gnosticism. It was a combination of religion and philosophy that was characterized by the idea that only spirit is good and that matter or flesh and things material are altogether evil. They could not accept the doctrine of incarnation (that Jesus as the Son of God could come in the flesh) because they could not accept that sinless deity could occupy a fleshly body. So John by inspiration of the Holy Spirit addresses these issues in his writings – JN. 1:14; 1 JN. 1:1-2.
There were two groups of Gnostics – the Docetic Gnostics who denied the actual humanity of Christ and the Certhian Gnostics who attempted to distinguish between the man Jesus and the Christ which they alleged descended upon Jesus when he was baptized and left him on the cross. The term “gnosis” in the Greek means “to know” thus they were called Gnostics since they exalted human wisdom and claimed to possess superior knowledge. As a result of this attitude about superior knowledge their entire system of philosophy was in conflict with those who were Christians and striving to believe, obey and seeking to follow Christ.

As a result of this false teaching it was the express purpose of John to deal with: 1.) The reality of the incarnation of Jesus and that he is indeed God with us – 1 JN. 4:1-6

2.) To assure Christians of the hope of eternal life – 1 JN. 5:13  

3.) The reality of the guilt of sin because of mistakes of the flesh and the heart – 1 JN. 1:8-10  4.) 

4.) The exhortations to be separate from the world – 1 JN. 2:15-17

5.) The evidence of redemption – 1 Jn. 2:29, 3:16-19

6.) The way to distinguish between truth and error – 1 JN. 4:1

7.) The assurance of salvation – 1 JN. 4:9-16; 5:1-4
OUTLINE OF FIRST JOHN
Prologue: The Word of Life (1:1-4)
I. God Is Light (1:5-3:10)
A. Walk in the light – 1:5-2:2

1. God is light – 1:5-7

2. Resist sin – 1:8-2:2

B. Obey the command to love – 2:3-11
1. Know God and keep his commandments – 2:3-6

2. Learn the new command and love others – 2:7-11
C. Know your spiritual status – 2:12-14
D. Be warned of enemies of the faith – 2:15-27
1. Beware of the world – 2:15-17

2. Beware of the antichrists – 2:18-27
E. Live like children of God – 2:28-3:10
1. Be confident and ready for his coming – 2:28-3:3

2. Be righteous and do not sin – 3:4-10
II. God Is Love (3:11-5:12)
A. Love one another – part one – 3:11-24

1. Love in action – 3:11-18

2. Live in confidence – 3:19-24

B. Test the spirits – 4:1-6
C. Love one another – part two – 4:7-21
1. Love others because God loves you – 4:7-10

2. Love others because God lives in you – 4:11-21
D. Obey God and experience the victory of faith – 5:1-5
E. Believe in the Son and enjoy eternal life – 5:6-12
III. Conclusion: Confidence and Characteristics of the Child of God (5:13-21)
          A. Know you have eternal life (5:13)
          B. Be confident in prayer (5:14-17)

          C. Do not continue in sin (5:18-20)

          D. Keep yourself from idols (5:21)

QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. Who wrote the epistle of First John? Give some evidence to back up your answer.
2. Who were the recipients of this letter? Explain your answer.

3. When and from where was this epistle written? 

4. What false religious doctrine is being exposed by the writer? 

5. What are some of the characteristics of this doctrine and what danger was it to the church in the first century?
6. What does John affirm concerning the humanity of Christ in both his gospel and this epistle?

7. What was the purpose for this epistle being written?

8. How is deity described in our outline?
TEXT LESSON #2 – 1 John 1:1-10

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life-- 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 2 - 1:1-10

By way of introduction John begins his first epistle just as he began his gospel, “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God, and the word was God.” In the gospel account of John he made it clear that the word became flesh – JN. 1:14 and in this epistle he writes as one who is offering his own personal experiences and eyewitness testimony. As a result of his personal encounter with Christ in the flesh he states as a fact “that which was from the beginning” he as well as others had: 1.) Heard; 2.) Seen with their eyes; 3.) Beheld or looked upon; 4.) and our hands have handled. With each of these statements John increases the intensity of the evidence and personal confirmation that Christ indeed came in the flesh.
The first epistle of John was written to deal with the false teachings of Gnosticism that was affecting the lives of Christians. Those who taught this doctrine maintained that Jesus did not come in the flesh and therefore Christians could disregard morality and live to the dictates of the flesh. John strongly refutes this teaching by proclaiming that Jesus was the Word of life – 1:1. 

This proclamation of Jesus as the Word of life implies: 1.) Jesus is the manifestation of God’s grace to man and it is only through the shedding of his precious blood that we are saved. 2.) Jesus is the manifestation of God in the flesh. Jesus by the display of the characteristics of his Father literally demonstrated to us how we as the children of God should live. Therefore, to reject the humanity of Jesus is to reject fellowship with the Father.
John wrote these things so we would understand without a doubt that in order to enjoy fellowship with Christ it is imperative that one believes that he came in the flesh. These things written by John are vital to our salvation and if we choose to believe and obey the gospel then we can have the assurance of eternal life and as a result our joy will be complete – 1:2-4
John now begins to explain to us why we must not reject the humanity of Jesus – “God is light and in him is no darkness at all.” The apostles message to us is there is no unrighteousness in God and that God is light the very source of it and light in the scriptures represents truth, purity, and holiness while darkness represents evil, ignorance, and sin. Now we can begin to fully understand the problem as we see it with more clarity – “How can a righteous God have fellowship with an unrighteous man?” John states the solution to this problem is Jesus. As Christians we follow Jesus striving to imitate his faithful example. John is instructing Christians to give careful attention as to how we are to walk in this life. The child of God cannot be careless about their manner of life and expect to be in fellowship with God. All who obey the gospel are called out of darkness into his marvelous light – EPH. 5:8, 11; 1 PET. 2:9. - only when we walk in the light can we expect to have fellowship with God. We must walk in the light and not in darkness – JN. 8:12.
The verb “walk” literally means “to keep on walking with God” in other words this must be a continuous walk. This walk describes the Christians general pattern of life. They constantly and continually are striving to be more like Jesus each and every day of their life. A single sin is not the equivalence of walking in darkness which is a total desertion of faith and fellowship with God. John is making the point that those who continue walk in the light are continually cleansed from sin by the blood of Christ which keeps them free from the defilement and condemnation of sin, thus we are always dependent upon the blood of Jesus which continually cleanses us.
Despite our best efforts to live as we should and follow the example of Jesus our lives are filled with imperfections. So John now explains we also need to continually confess our sins and display the disposition of one who is always willing to turn from sin with a penitent heart.

John basically gives us instructions in three areas concerning our fellowship with God. If we are to be in fellowship with God we must: 

1.) Strive to constantly walk in the steps of the Savior – walking in the light. 

2.) Constantly be cleansed by the blood of Christ. 

3.) Constantly confess and acknowledge our sins so we can receive the forgiveness of our sins and be cleansed from all unrighteousness.

If we heed these instructions we will not become deceived by sin, but we will be able to continue to walk in the light and enjoy fellowship with God. If we claim we are sinless then his word is not in us because we have rejected his truth and we are accusing him of being a liar or making his word appear to be a lie.

QUESTIONS – LESSON  #2
1. What was from the beginning? Explain 1:1

2. How is John’s beginning in this epistle similar to his gospel? 1:1
3. What evidence does John provide concerning the Word of life? 1:1
4. What false doctrine is John refuting in this epistle and why? 1:1

5. What does John declare to us? What does he want to share with us? 1:2-3

6. How is the word “fellowship” as used in the scriptures defined? What is being referenced in this context? 1:3

7. What is one purpose stated by John in his letter? 1:4

8. What message that John had heard does he declare to us? What is the significance of this statement? 1:5
9. If we say we have fellowship with God but walk in darkness what is our true condition? 1:6

10. What do we enjoy if we walk in the light? What does this phrase “walk in the light” actually mean? What is necessary for us to continue in fellowship? 1:7

11.  If we say we have no sin what is our condition? 1:8, 10

12. As Christians what must we do for Christ to forgive us of our sins? 1:9
TEXT LESSON #3 – 1 John 2:1-17
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

12 I write to you, little children,Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake. 13 I write to you, fathers,Because you have known Him who is from the beginning.I write to you, young men,Because you have overcome the wicked one.I write to you, little children,Because you have known the Father. 14 I have written to you, fathers,Because you have known Him who is from the beginning.I have written to you, young men,Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,And you have overcome the wicked one. 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 3 - 2:1-17

God wants salvation for all, and exhorts us to avoid sin. John has already made it clear to his readers that we cannot continually practice sin in our lives and claim to be in fellowship with God.

John now uses a term of endearment: “My little children” its use is figurative and designates the spiritual relationship of children to a father in the faith. It denoted a message of age to youth, authority to subordinates, and wisdom to ignorance.

John’s purpose in writing was that we “may not sin”. This clearly defines what our objective as a Christians should be. As Christians we should constantly be waging war on sin and striving to eliminate it from our life, by forsaking it. The apostle has written to them for the purpose of warning against any participation in sinful acts, but John is realistic and understands that in spite of his counsel some may commit sin inadvertently through weakness and ignorance. If that is the case then John wants his brethren to know their condition is not hopeless.
John is urging those who follow Christ to strive to avoid sinful activity, but if it occurs they are not to despair because they have an advocate (lawyer or an attorney whose function is to represent one in court). Jesus Christ the righteous who represents us in the court of heaven pleading our cause and advocating our case before God’s divine bar of justice. We might ask, what enables him to do so? The answer is that Jesus is without sin and serves as a mediator between men and God – HEB. 4:14-16; 1 TIM. 2:5. Jesus the righteous one pleads the cause of the unrighteous ones. This is yet another blow to the false teachers of Gnosticism which rejected the humanity of Jesus. John is emphatically making the point that without the sinless humanity of Jesus all men would be lost and face the wrath of God in judgment.
John also points out that Jesus is the propitiation for our sins and as such appeases the wrath of God which we should justly receive for our sins. To propitiate is defined as “to appease, to render favorable, and to conciliate”.  When men break God’s laws his justice demands that our sins be punished. God must be appeased and his justice must be satisfied. Through the death of Jesus on the cross the wrath of God can be appeased and this allows those who are in Christ to escape the wrath of God – ISA. 53:4-6. John once again warns that if we reject the fact that Jesus came in the flesh then we must bear the wrath and justice of God almighty.
John now answers the question, “How do we intellectually know if we have had and are continuing to have a relationship (fellowship) with Jesus Christ.  John says we can know with assurance “if we keep his commandments.” The Christian is not perfect but is one who is constantly striving to do the will of the Father and continually realizing and confessing his shortcomings. This type of life is evidence that we enjoy a relationship with Jesus. Anyone can profess to know Jesus, but the proof is displayed in our obedience to him – HEB. 5:9. 
John informs us how to ascertain if we know God. The apostle states we know God if we  keep his commandments which means we are willing to conform to his will, and if we keep God’s word then his love will be perfected in us and we will abide in him by striving to walk as Jesus walked. Whether we will enjoy the spiritual benefits of Jesus coming in the flesh or not will depend upon our daily walk as a Christian. The word walk is used figuratively to describe the activity which must characterize the children of God. 

The apostle John having confirmed that the walk of Christians should be grounded in love reminds the brethren that this is not a new commandment. In fact it had been around for a long time. The commandment to love God was not a new one and since it was one they had heard from the beginning of their experiences as a Christian. From another aspect it was a new commandment as the Lord himself designated the command to love one another as I have loved you – JN. 13:34 – thus emphasizing the measure or extent of love that Jesus has for us thus making it new. The life of Jesus in the flesh gave new meaning as his life perfectly portrayed what it really means to love one’s brother. John shows how this relates to being in fellowship with God when he says that the Christian who hates his brother is in darkness - ! JN. 1:6. John is making it clear that It is impossible to be in fellowship with God and hate my brother in Christ. John gives us three conditions of one who hates his brother – 1.) He is in the darkness; 2.) He walks in darkness; 3.) He knows not where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

There are a number of sins that easily ensnare the Christian who is filled with hate – jealousy, wrath, factions, strife, and even divisions among Christians in local churches. Such behavior as this was never seen in the person of Jesus. If we are going to profess to be Christians (Christ-like) then we must become like him. To be like him is “to know him” and to know him is to have fellowship with him and with his cleansing blood – 1 THESS. 3:11-12.

Everything Jesus did was in compliance with the will of the Father. Jesus did not come in the flesh to serve his own pleasures. John wants his readers to see Jesus in his full humanity and in his deity as the Son of God, and then he wants them to seek to imitate his perfect example.
John now addresses three groups – 1.) Little children which in the literal sense denotes those of tender age, but figuratively would denote those who are babes in Christ. 2.) The young men were those who had reached maturity and possessed spiritual strength. 3.) The fathers were those who had been in Christ the longest and as a result had attained to the greatest spiritual growth. 

The plea of the apostle to all these groups is the same. Even though they are in the world they are not to be of the world. There is a direct conflict between the love of the Father and the love of the world. They are polar opposites and cannot exist in the life of a Christian. The world we are not to love in this passage is a cosmos of evil, an order which is opposed to God therefore; love for the world and love for the Father are incompatible and cannot exist in the same heart at the same time – MATT. 6:24; ROM. 8:5; JAMES 4:4. The three things which John designates as being in the world are – 1.) Lust of the flesh; 2.) The lust of the eyes; 3.) The pride or vainglory of life.
We should not love the world and John gives us the reason why, because the world is passing away, but he who does the will of God will abide forever.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #3

1. Is there a contradiction in the first two statements (thoughts) of John in regard to sin? 2:1
2. How can Jesus help us when we sin? Define these terms – 2:1-2

3. How do we know if we know Jesus? 2:3-6

4. What is the word they had heard from the beginning? 2:7

5. What is the new commandment? 2:8

6. What is the condition of the man who hates his brother? Why? 2:9

7. What is the effect of loving our brother? 2:10

8. What is the effect of hatred in our lives? What other sins are associated with hatred of a brother? 2:11

9. What three groups are addressed by John and what do they figuratively represent? 2:12-14

10. What warning does John give his brethren? Why? 2:15

11. What is included in John’s description of “all that is in the world”? 2:16

12. What did John conclude that should influence our decisions? 2:17
TEXT LESSON #4 – 1 John 2:18-29

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life. 26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 4 - 2:18-29

In his previous writings John has warned the brethren of the dangers of loving the world and now in this next section of his epistle John is urging them to be careful not to follow those who are turning away from the truth. If they followed these false teachers they would sever their relationship with God and thus jeopardize their fellowship with God. John now directs his attention to the identification of these false teachers and their false doctrine.
John now warns them about the antichrist. These were those false teachers who not only opposed and were against Christ but they also desired to usurp the authority of Christ. The word denotes one who puts himself in the place of Christ and as a result has the following characteristics – 1.) He is a liar; 2.) a deceiver; 3.) a denier that Jesus is the Christ and; 4.) refuses to acknowledge that Jesus came in the flesh. Thus the term antichrist does not refer to a single individual, but must be understood to refer collectively to anyone of the class who rises up in opposition to Christ. John uses the phrase “the last hour” to refer to the problem facing the church at that time. The crisis was severe and the unity and fellowship of saints in the first century church was being threatened – ACTS 20:28-30; 1 TIM. 4:1

John is demonstrating that these antichrists are a false people who teach a false doctrine and who have a false fellowship – 12 JN. 2:19.  This is not true of john’s readers because they have the truth and it abides in them. John was not just interested that they hold the correct doctrine in their minds but that they live out these truths in their daily lives. John wanted his brethren to teach truth, to live according to truth, and to enjoy true fellowship with God. If they based their fellowship on anything other than truth then their lives would be “anti” opposed or against Christ. Hence they would no longer be in fellowship with God.
Since they knew the truth they had the ability to test false teachers. The truth had been revealed through the Holy Spirit – JN. 14:26, JN. 15:26, JN. 16:13. John’s readers had the Spirit through the presence of the prophets among them which enabled them to recognize false teachers and refute false doctrine which was causing many problems in the church at that time – GAL. 1:6-8; 1 JN. 4:1.

John concludes this section of his epistle by making some wonderful statements about those who throughout their life abide in Christ and enjoy fellowship with the Father and his Son. When Jesus appears at his second coming this individual can stand before the judge with confidence concerning his eternal salvation. The person who abides in Christ will be able to have boldness and not shrink back and quiver at the sight of Jesus. This person will not be ashamed because throughout their life they have practiced righteousness and sought to obey the truth and so they maintain confidence and assurance concerning their eternal reward.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #4

1. What is an antichrist? Define the term 2:18
2. Who does John say is the antichrist? What are their characteristics? 2:19

3. To what does the phrase “it is the last hour” have reference? 2:18-19
4. What are the distinctions between the brethren being addressed by John and these false teachers? 2:20-23

5. What had they heard from the beginning? 2:24

6. What does John state that needs to abide in Christians? 2:24
7. What does God promise to his followers? 2:25

8. Why had John written to them? 2:26

9. If we abide in Christ what will be our state of mind when he appears? 2:28

10. How do we know if we are born of him? 2:29
TEXT LESSON #5 – 1 John 3:1-10

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 5 - 3:1-10

John having warned his readers to beware of the antichrist and to abide in Christ now makes it clear that those who are born of God and thereby members of the family of God do not practice sin in their life, but righteousness. John now introduces his new topic for consideration which is how one can remain a faithful Christian and live a life of holiness. John declares his astonishment at God’s love for us by saying: “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us that we should be called the sons of God.” God could have provided forgiveness of sins for us without allowing us the privilege of being his sons. The love and grace of God is so amazing because he allowed us as feeble human beings to become adopted into his own heavenly family. This was not done as a result of any righteousness on our part for we are sinners and deserved the condemnation of death due to us but God who is rich in mercy made it possible for us to enjoy the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life – TITUS 3:3-7. We needs to reflect (behold) on the great amount of love that God expresses by adopting us as his own children. 

The world did not know him and does not know us, why is this so? The reason is because the world hated Jesus and it will oppose those who seek to follow him – JN. 15:18-19. Those who are of the world live in sin and darkness and do not want their deeds exposed by the light of the gospel. The world may not recognize us but God does and when we shall see him at his 2nd coming we shall be like him – PHIL. 3:20-21; COL. 3:4. This prospect of being like him at some time in the future should motivate us to strive to make every effort to be like him in this present world and that is why John exhorts us to be examples of purity in our lives.  
What is sin? John defines it for us. To sin is to transgress the law which means “to go beyond, to go over, to go aside” Those who transgress the law are sinners because they act as if there is no law. John rebukes those who would take sin lightly because Jesus was manifested in order to take away our sins – MATT. 1:21; JN. 1:29 – and he became the perfect sacrifice for our sins since he was blameless – 1 PET. 2:22. Christ was offered as a sacrifice one time to bear the sins of many – HEB. 9:28. The point John is trying to make is how can one claim to be in Christ and continue to participate in sin as this would frustrate the very purpose for which he came.
If we abide in Christ we do not keep on sinning or continue practicing a life of sin as sin no longer reigns or rules our lives. John is not saying we will never sin again for this would contradict what he wrote earlier – 1 JN. 1:8-10 – but he is simply say that sin affects our relationship with Christ and if we deliberately practice a life of sin we do not know him. We may claim to have a relationship with the Lord but we are being hypocritical - 1 JN. 1:6, 2:4. God only considers those as righteous who practice righteousness – 3:7. If we profess to be of Christ and practice sin we are actually of the devil and he is our father. – JN. 8:44. 
John now concludes his reasons for godly living. He presents three reasons to his readers: 1.) God loves us and adopts us as children – 3:1-3; 2.) Christ dies for us to take away sin – 3:4-8; 3.) The Holy Spirit guides us through the revelation of God’s word – the seed – 3:9-10. Jesus described the word as the seed in the parable of the sower – LUKE 8:11. According to the inspired apostle Peter it is through the obedience to this word that we are born again – 1 PET. 1:22. 
There are two important points that need to be noted. First, John is not teaching that Christians are perfect by saying that one born of God does not sin. In the original language this phrase means that the true born again Christian does not continue in the habitual practice of sin in their life. Sin is not their master or the dominating factor in their life, in contrast their life is dominated by righteousness – 2 :29. Secondly, John tells us why this is so “for his seed remains in him.” This can only refer to one thing which is the ever abiding influence of the word – 1 PET. 1:23. The problem is that this seed must abide in us so as Christians we must have our head in the book so the book can be in our head. We must live according to the word of God each and every day of our lives. The Psalmist expressed these feelings – PSA. 119:11 – “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.” It is sad to say but the lives of many Christians are out of control because they simply do not practice righteousness and brotherly love. The true difference between the children of God and the children of the devil is in what they practice!
QUESTIONS – LESSON #5

1. What manifests the love of the Father for us? 3:1

2. Why is it that the world does not know us? 3:1

3. What shall we look like in the resurrection? 3:2

4. What does the hope of the resurrection motivate us to do? 3:3

5. What is sin? 3:4

6. Why was Jesus manifested? 3:5, 8

7. What is true of one who abides in Jesus? 3:6  Does this mean we never sin again and once saved always saved? Are verses 6 and 9 a contradiction of 1 JN. 1:8? 
8. What makes it easy to distinguish between the children of God and the children of the devil? 3:7-8
9. What helps one born of God not to sin? 3:9

10. How do we know we are not children of God? 3:10
TEXT LESSON #6 – 1 John 3:11-24

For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous. 13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 6 - 3:11-24

John in the previous section has tried to clearly distinguish the difference between one who is born of God and one who is the child of the devil. 
John notes that one who is born of God practices righteousness while the child of the devil does not. John makes it clear from verse 10 that it is essential in order to be practicing righteousness the brethren must be exhibiting brotherly love.
The Gnostics not only taught false doctrine that encouraged living a sinful life, but also they proved they were not of God by their cruel treatment of those who rejected their teaching. Their treatment of their own brethren manifested them to be false teachers and children of the devil. 

Loving one another was not a new message they had been taught this from the beginning when they first heard the gospel preached to them. Loving one another is an attitude that originates with God since God is love and not treating your brother with the proper respect and love is a work of the devil.
Cain was a murderer and liar like Satan – JN. 8:44; GEN. 4:1-16.  All the problems that Cain encountered began as a result of having an improper attitude instead of a heart filled with love for God and his brother. Cain was angry when Able offered a more excellent sacrifice that God accepted and so he plotted to kill his brother instead of repenting. Just like Cain the world resents those who practice righteousness so it persecutes those who faithfully serve God. – 2 TIM. 3:12. We should not be surprised when the world lashes out with hatred when anyone’s works are more righteous than their own. As faithful Christians we should actually expect it.
John says hatred left unchecked leads to murder and that no murderer has eternal life. The problem does not lie in the fact whether or not a murderer can become a Christian but the real issue is can a man remain in fellowship with God if he hates his brother? The answer is a resounding NO!!!

What is involved in loving others? Is it simply mouthing the words? John gives us the example of Christ to consider. Did he merely talk of love? No, in fact he proved his love by his sacrificial death. So if we claim to love our brethren then we will be involved in active good will that puts others ahead of self – PHIL. 2:3-8. How could we truly claim to love our brother if we have the ability to help, and we know the needs of a brother but yet we decide to not show any compassion from our heart? Love like faith is proven by deeds not by words – JAMES 2:14-26.
To love in word is to be all talk, but to love in deed is to actually do something. Love in “tongue is the opposite of love “in truth.” Jesus used the parable of the Good Samaritan to teach what it actually means to love one’s neighbor – LUKE 10:25-37. If we truly love our brother we will seek to do him good not evil – GAL. 6:10 – this may involve more than physical needs they may need spiritual encouragement and assistance as the context shows – GAL. 6:1-2.
If love is the guiding principle of our life then we know that we are of the truth. We have assurance that we are the children of God. Everyone who strives to serve God must deal with the uneasiness we have regarding our weaknesses and imperfections. The apostle John gives us great comfort by assuring us that God is greater than our hearts and knows all things so he will deal with us according to his word and the sincere prompting of our conscience. We should have confidence because of the grace of God and knowing that we are striving to have heart fully attuned to his will and displaying our sincere love for him by trying to keep his commandments. 
If we keep his commandments then he will be attentive to our prayers This is blessed assurance to know that God hears and answers the prayers of an obedient heart. The prayers of an obedient heart will always pray that God’s will be done and will not petition God based on greed but rather on our needs – 1 JN. 5:14-15; MATT. 26:39, 42, 44. If we pray with a heart that is filled with envy and hatred then our prayers will not be heard – PSA. 66:18; PROV. 28:9, 15:29.
Fellowship with God is assured when we keep his commandments which include believing in the divine person of Jesus, and loving our brother.  To believe we must actually acknowledge his authority and obey him - HEB. 5:9 – in every aspect of our life. To love we cannot react with hatred and indifference instead we must follow the example left by Jesus. The New Testament is clear that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit dwell in us – 1 COR. 6:19-20; JN. 14:23; COL. 1:27; 2 COR. 6:16.John does not say the Holy Spirit dwells in us personally or that miraculous communication is taking place, but we do know that the Spirit that God gave us is the source of our knowledge. The means or method by which we receive this knowledge is through the word of God which the Spirit revealed – JN. 14:26, 15:26, 16:13. When we seek to incorporate in our lives the characteristics of God revealed to us by the Spirit in his word then we are allowing the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to dwell in us.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #6

1. What had these brethren been taught from the beginning? 3:11

2. Why did Cain murder Able? 3:12

3. What should not surprise a Christian? Why? 3:13

4. How do we know we have passed from death to life? What are the consequences of not loving or hating our brother? 3:14-15

5. How do we know about love? Explain 3:16

6. How are we to express our love for our brethren? 3:17-18

7. What gives us assurance that we shall receive what we request? Define assurance. 3:19-22

8. How do we know if Jesus abides in us? 3:23-24

TEXT LESSON #7 – 1 John 4:1-21

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 7 - 4:1-21

John cautions his readers not to believe everyone who claims to be led by the Spirit, but to test them. . Their spiritual character needs to be verified. The origin of their teaching and life must be determined. Are they “from God” or “from the world?” John instructs us to determine the spiritual character of a man by examining his confession. Then we will know if we can receive his teaching. If anyone denies that Jesus came in the flesh as the Son of God then his teaching must be rejected. We are of God if and only if we live in accordance with the word of God, otherwise we are of Satan. If we are of God then he will hear us, but if we are not of God only the world (those not of God) will listen to us. The one who is of the world by his life denies the humanity and deity of Jesus. His life stands in bold opposition to the life of Jesus while the Christian life is identified as the one who boldly declares his faith in Christ and spends his entire life following him.
John next exhorts the brethren to manifest brotherly love by following God’s character and example as he sacrificed his only Son. We must love one another as love originates with God. It did not originate with man. God is the one who demonstrated to us what true love is all about. God revealed his love for us by sending Christ into the world in order that we might have the hope of eternal life – ROM. 5:8. God showed love to the ultimate degree by sending Christ to be a substitute sacrifice for our sins. Since we are born of God and are his offspring then we should also act out of love. When this is accomplished in us then God’s love has been perfected. It has achieved its intended purpose in our life. If God loved us so greatly then we can and should love each other.
We need love perfected in our lives so we can confidently stand before God in judgment. The major obstacle to accomplishing this objective is fear. The Christian is not to live in fear but with confidence if we are walking in the light and by our continual confession of our sins the blood of Jesus continues to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Some should be fearful because they do not live a life of faithfulness to the Lord, but if we are serving God faithfully we can maintain a sense of security and our perfect love will cast out the fear of judgment in us. Remember the man with one talent? He allowed his fear to paralyze any effort for his master. We must not allow fear to stifle our development of our love for God.
Although no man has seen God at anytime his love is complete in us if we love one another and seek to do his will. If we claim to love God but do not love our brother then we are a liar. If we cannot love our brother who we can see and have personal contact and experiences with then how can we love God whom we have not seen except as he is revealed to us in his word. 

As a matter of emphasis John repeats the commandment from God – “that he who loves God must love his brother also.”
QUESTIONS – LESSON #7

1. Why does John warn the brethren about believing everything they hear? 4:1

2. What responsibility do we have when we listen to someone preaching or teaching? 4:1
3. How could they determine if one was led by the Spirit of God? 4:2

4. How could they determine if one had the spirit of the antichrist? 4:3

5. How can we be assured we can overcome the world? 4:4

6. How could they discern between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error? 4:6

7. Why should we love each other? 4:7-8
8. How did God manifest his love for us? 4:9-11

9. How do we know that God abides in us and we abide in him? 4:12-16

10. How is our love for God perfected? 4:17-19

11. If we claim to love God and hate our brother what does that make us? 4:20

12. Why is it impossible to love God and hate our brother at the same time? 4:20-21
TEXT LESSON #8 – 1 John 5:1-13

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is He who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. 9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 8 - 5:1-13

John speaks of the one who is begotten (born) of God. When we consider it is by faith in Christ Jesus that we have been born into the family of God. God’s love is now perfected in us as his children. So as a child responds favorably to the love of their birth parents then we should also respond to the loving God with a life of obedience. This is not mere obedience for the sake of obedience but obedience functioning out of love. When we obey the gospel we now function on the basis of a new life principle. There is a new force at work in us and it is faith working by love – GAL. 5:6. We exhibit our love for our brethren when we love God and keep his commandments. This type of love allows us to overcome the trails and temptations of the world. It allows us to fight off the powers of the world that seek to control us.
Faith is the victory that overcomes the world. Faith enables us to resist temptation, to reject false teachers and false doctrines of men. It allows us to not become entangled with the affairs of this world. John uses the word overcome many times in his writings to describe the spiritual battle that is taking place. We are able to overcome by our faith which gives us spiritual victory through Christ. 
John now speaks in defense of this faith. He defends it by the testimony of three witnesses. They are the water, the blood and the Spirit. This seems to be another answer to the false doctrine of Gnosticism by John. It is possible that the water suggests the testimony which Jesus received when he was baptized at the beginning of his ministry and at which time the words from heaven confirmed, “This is my beloved Son” – MATT. 3:15-17. 

The blood seems to refer to the testimony which Jesus received through his death and subsequent resurrection – JN. 19:30, 34; Rom. 1:4. It could also refer to the statement of the centurion and those with him who witnessed his death and stated, “Truly this was the Son of God,” MATT. 27:54.
The Spirit bears witness. The Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of truth” because his work was to reveal the truth which he did beginning on Pentecost. It is only through the work performed by the Holy Spirit that we know the inspired message of the prophets and apostles as it is revealed to us in the scriptures – JN. 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13. The main point that John wants us to understand is that these three witnesses agree in regard to their testimony so we can conclude our faith is not blind but is based on solid evidence!
The believer, the one born of God, has viewed the evidence and accepted the testimony. He has taken God at his word. The unbeliever has rejected God’s testimony. If a person accepts God’s testimony it will abide in his heart and will be manifested in his life by their faithful obedient example. If one chooses to reject this testimony then by so doing he makes God a liar. 
Whether or not one participates in eternal life depends on whether or not one is a believer and in fellowship with God’s son, Jesus Christ. So long as one continues to walk as a believer he possesses eternal life but just as one can cease to believe, they can also forfeit any claim to eternal life – HEB. 3:12.
John wrote these things to assure believers of eternal life. That they might know they have eternal life. He wrote to remove any possibility of any doubt that may have come about as the result of false teachers such as the Gnostics. One does not need to speculate, imagine or wish for eternal life because we can know we have it as a result of the testimony provided by God for us through the Holy Spirit. This message of the Spirit brings life to those who believe and death and judgment to those who reject it. 

QUESTIONS – LESSON #8

1. What is involved in being born of God? 5:1

2. How do we know we love the children of God? What is the love of God? 5:2-3

3. Can we overcome the world? How? 5:4-5
4. How did the Spirit, the water and the blood all bear witness on earth that Jesus is the Son of God?  5:6, 8
5. What are the end results if we reject the testimony provided to us by God? 5:9-12

6. Where is eternal life? 5:11

7. Why did John write these things? 5:13

8. Is it possible for us to have confidence that we have eternal life? Explain – 5:13 
TEXT LESSON #9 – 1 John 5:14-21

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 

18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
COMMENTS ON  FIRST JOHN

LESSON # 9 - 5:14-21
As John brings his letter to a close he brings up several things a believer should know and brings a final warning about sin in the life of a Christian. John wants Christians to know they possess a powerful weapon against sin and that weapon is the privilege of prayer. The key to answered prayer is “if we ask according to his will” God has promised to grant our needs, but the problem is we sometimes ask things of God as a result of our greed. The true believer in God will not be asking things in order to fulfill their selfish and worldly lusts but will rather be seeking and asking for those things that conform to the will of God. We have the example of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane when he prayed with the attitude of “thy will be done” – MATT. 26:39 – His request to let this cup pass from him was answered with a “No” but the answer was “Yes” when he prayed that the will of the Father be accomplished. We have assurance that God hears us because we keep his commandments – 1 JN. 3:22; 1 PET. 3:12. God does not promise to hear the prayers of those who sin and refuse to obey him – PSA. 66:18; PROV. 15:29. We have assurance in knowing that God will answer our prayers according to his will.
We can pray for a brethren who sin, but we must not ask God to forgive the brother who is “sinning a sin unto death.” What is this “sin unto death?” Is John implying that some sins condemn while others do not? Listen to the explanation of John as he answers this question. John says, “All unrighteousness is sin; and there is a sin not unto death,” – 1 JN. 5:17. Every time we miss the mark of God’s righteous standard we commit sin since sin is the transgression of the law – 1 JN. 3:4. and this is why John instructs us to continually confess our sins so the blood of Christ can continually cleanse us from all our sin and we can continue to walk in the light. – 1 JN. 1:8-10. When John speaks about this sin “unto death” he is speaking of different categories of sinners not different categories of sin. We are all sinners – ROM. 3:23 – but we are not all headed to spiritual death. Why? Because some through faith and obedience have turned to Jesus who is the propitiation for our sins. As Christians Jesus is our advocate before the Father – 1 JN. 2:1-2. As a Christian we seek to walk in the light and when we sin we are willing to confess our sins because we are truly penitent. This is the one we can pray for the one who is willing to show true repentance – I.E. – Simon the Sorcerer – ACTS 8:24 – asked Peter to pray for him. John is not saying we cannot pray for everyone but he is making the point that we cannot ask God to forgive the brother who is unwilling to repent and confess his sins and turn back to God and the cleansing blood of his Son Jesus. So the sin unto death is one we are unwilling to repent of and instead we choose to remain in rebellion to the will of God for our lives. Those who practiced the doctrine of the Gnostics would fall into this category, for they claimed that what a person did in the flesh would not taint their soul. John is saying it is of no effect to pray for anyone who practices sin and refuses to repent. Regardless of what loving brethren may do, they cannot repent for the sinner, thus even their prayers would not be sufficient for the sinner’s forgiveness unless the sinner repents – JAMES 5:16.
Satan has no power over the one who does not practice sin. The one who is born of God can be easily identified because of they way they live. The one who is born of Go is not under the control of sin. Sin does not rule his life – ROM. 6:6-14. By putting on the whole armor of God he keeps himself safe from the wicked one – EPH 6:10-18.  The believer must continue to be steadfast in the faith to be protected from the devil. The believer is able to do this because they have come to know the Son of God Jesus Christ.
The theme of this epistle has been to affirm the deity of Jesus Christ. The epistle began with that affirmation and now closes with John once again making the affirmation about Jesus Christ, “This is the true God, and eternal life.”
John ends the epistle with a final word of caution for these first century Christians that were surrounded by idolatry and false doctrines to keep themselves from idols. An idol can be anything that detracts us from God. All idols are not built with silver and gold or in the form of a graven image. Today, the idols that allure us are usually of a material nature whether it be wealth, riches, recreation, sports, or pleasure – PHIL. 3:18-19 Many of these things are not sin in and of themselves but become so when we allow them to consume our hearts and supplant the place of Christ in our lives. Therefore we need to also be on guard so we will not allow the seductions and allurements of this world to draw us away from our service to God – MATT. 6:33. 
QUESTIONS – LESSON #9

1. What can we be confident about in regard to our prayers? 5:14-15
2. What is the difference between the sin that leads to death and the sin which does not lead to death? 5:16-17

3. What does John say about sin? 5:17

4. What kind of life does one live who is truly born of God? 5:18

5. Who influences the world? How? Who can he not touch and in what sense? 5:18-19

6. What is the theme of this epistle? What did John desire for his readers to understand? 5:20
7. What is the final admonition given by John in this epistle? 5:21
2 JOHN - INTRODUCTION
LESSON TEN

AUTHOR

The author identifies himself as the “elder” not in the sense of a bishop in a local church , but rather in the sense as an older or aged person. A man, in order to be known by this designation must have been well known for his advanced age beyond that of any others with whom he associated. John outlived by many years all of the apostles, and before his death he was probably the oldest living member of the church. This would cause everyone to recognize him by this name. 

While John does not use his name in this epistle, it is generally accepted by scholars that the writer is the same as the writer of the first epistle which bears his name.
RECIPIENTS
The epistle is addressed to the elect lady and her children. Some think the “elect lady and her children” literally meant a particular woman who was a Christian and those who met in her house to worship God. Some even contend ”Electa” was her name. It is possible that Second John is a personal letter addressed to this Christian woman of some influence who was a personal friend and co-worker of the author. Those who defend this position say that since Third John was addressed to an “individual” named Gaius that in keeping with the overall context of these epistles it is probable that John is indeed addressing an individual lady and her children in his second letter.
Others who would look at this from a figurative standpoint contend that john is addressing a church and its members. Whichever is true, john is writing to a particular group of Christians in Asia Minor who are being confronted with the false doctrine of Gnosticism. John is sounding a warning to them so they would not be led astray and divide the people of God. To speak of a church under the figure of a lady and her children is in no sense unlikely.

PURPOSE 
During the first century the church experienced remarkable growth and the gospel was proclaimed throughout the world – ACTS 8:4-5; ROM. 10:14-18; COL. 1:5-6, 23. One thing that accounted for the spread of the gospel was the hospitality of early Christians.

Paul was able to travel and depend upon Christians opening their homes to him – PHILE. 1:22. Paul also encouraged Christians to support those who were teachers of good things – GAL. 6:6.
John commended and encouraged those who provided lodging and support for fellow workers for the truth – 3 JN. 1:5-8.

Extending hospitality was not without its potential for supporting the spread of false teaching. It would be easy for false teachers to take advantage of the Christian’s willingness to extend hospitality to strangers. So John uses this epistle to counsel Christian’s and warn them to use good judgment as to whom they extend hospitality and support.

John also writes this epistle to encourage those Christians to continue to walk in truth and love by obeying the commandments. The news that many of “thy children” are walking in truth as God had commanded brought great joy to the apostle.

Following the truth as revealed by Christ meant rejecting and refusing fellowship to anyone who taught doctrine contrary to the teachings of Christ. John in this epistle is addressing the attitude a Christian must have toward truth, false doctrine, false teachers, and faithful brethren.

DATE  AND PLACE OF WRITING

Ephesus is usually suggested as the location from which John wrote this epistle. This is because John was known to have lived there in the later years of his life.

Most scholars think is was written around 90-95 A.D. but some place it earlier than the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

OUTLINE OF SECOND JOHN

I. 1-3 – Greetings – The elder’s love

II. 4-6 – The elder’s joy and request

III. 7-8 – The elder’s concern

IV. 9-11 – The elder’s warning

V. 12-13 – The elder’s farewell
TEXT – LESSON #10 – 2 John 1:1-6
THE ELDER, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have known the truth, 2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. 

COMMENTS ON SECOND JOHN 
LESSON #10 – 1:1-6
The elder, the old one, is translated from “presbuteros.” The term is often used in the New Testament to designate elders of the Lord’s church in a given locality. John uses this term to merely call attention to his age. John declares his love for the elect lady and her children in truth. He loved these Christians for their inherent worth and devotion to the cause of Christ. In this epistle John is issuing a warning of love for those who are associating with these Gnostic teachers. He is warning them of the error of their teaching because John firmly believes in objective truth. He believes the truth has been revealed in Jesus as the eternal word became flesh – JN. 1:14, 17 – and all else is false. The idea that there is an in between gray area between the truth of Christ and the error of Gnosticism would indeed be repugnant to John. 
The fundamental nature of God does not change. The identity of his Son does not change. The soul he made in his image does not change. The key role of love in both divine and human relationships does not change. The nature of sin and guilt do not change. These truths are indeed eternal.

The grace of God is poured out in mercy and it brings about peace as the end product. This grace (unearned or unmerited favor) is poured out on those who are willing to receive it and they find peace and contentment because they have brought their lives into alignment with the truth as taught by Jesus.

It brings great joy to John that her children were walking in obedience to the truth that had been taught them. Whether the children referred to were the physical offspring of the woman or brethren of a local church is a matter of debate but there is not debate over the fact that there is always great rejoicing to hear about brethren who continue to live righteously according to the commandments of God. 
Since love for God and a willingness to keep his commands are inseparable then those who walk after his commandments do not consider them burdensome. This kind of love will clearly distinguish between who is a false teacher and who is a lover of the truth. This type of love does not lend any encouragement or support to false teaching or false teachers but will instead be a love that warns people of the dangers of these false teachings and doctrines of men.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #10

1. Who is the author of Second John? Why is the term “elder” used? 1:1

2. Who were the recipients of this epistle? 1:1

3. Why was it written (purpose)?

4. When and where was it written?

5. What caused John to rejoice? Explain what this means. 1:4

6. What commandment did they have from the beginning? 1:5

7. How do we express our love for God? 1:6

8. What is the connection John desired for his readers to understand between our love for God and opposing the false doctrine of the Gnostics?1:6
TEXT – LESSON #11 – 2 John 1:7-13

For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 

12 Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 13 The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.
COMMENTS ON SECOND JOHN 
LESSON #11 – 1:7-13

John now comes to the main purpose for writing this epistle. It is a warning to those faithful brethren about the deceivers who have  who have entered into the world. In this section of his epistle John warns of many deceivers who do not confess Christ, who cause a loss of reward, who go beyond the limits set by God in his revelation, thus losing both the Father and the Son, and who travel spreading their error while seeking the help, hospitality and support from faithful brethren.

One message the apostle John desires for his readers to fully understand is that it does matter what doctrine one believes and practices. So he is urging them to be careful and not be led away from the gospel that the apostles were so diligent in teaching. He is urging them to be off guard and persevere in living a faithful life so they could receive the reward of eternal life – REV. 2:10. In order to do this they cannot go beyond the doctrine of Christ. The doctrine of Christ is inclusive of teaching about the deity of Christ and the teaching that is derived from Christ. To accept his deity is to accept his doctrine and likewise to accept his doctrine is to accept his deity. John emphasizes that whoever keeps on abiding in the teaching of Christ has fellowship with both the Father and the Son.
John now warns about extending hospitality, encouragement, and support to one who does not teach the doctrine of Christ, because by so doing one could help propagate error and provide a base of operation for the false teacher. This is the person who John identifies that should not be received into your house and granted God’s speed, because by doing so they share in his evil work. 

John had more to say concerning this subject but he was scheduled to visit them soon so he could elaborate more when he arrived. John looked forward to this time of seeing them face to face and expected it to be a time of great joy.
This final salutation is either from a relative’s household or perhaps this is a reference to the people at the congregation where John was currently worshipping. This closing statement shows the joy of the fellowship enjoyed by those united in Christ.

QUESTIONS – LESSON #11

1. Who does John say is the deceiver and antichrist? 1:7
2. What does the phrase”look to yourselves” mean? Why did he give this exhortation? 1:8

3. What does “transgresses” mean? 1:9

4. What is the doctrine of Christ?  How does abiding in it limit us? 1:9
5. What warning does John give about receiving one who does not abide in the doctrine of Christ and is therefore a false teacher? Why? 1:10-11

6. How does John conclude the epistle? 1:12-13
3 JOHN - INTRODUCTION

LESSON TWELVE

AUTHOR

The author again identifies himself as the “elder” which probably is a reference to his age when compared with those to whom he is addressing as children in the faith. The two letters 2-3 John are often referred to as twin letters because they are very similar when it comes to content and their length thus signifying the same author. 
Both are written by a person who designates himself simply as "the Presbyter"; and the names of the person (or church) to which the one is addressed and of the church with whose affairs the other is concerned are alike unknown. The fact, therefore, that, in spite of such obstacles, these letters did become widely known and eventually attained to canonical rank is proof of a general conviction of the soundness of the tradition which assigned them to the apostle John. (from International Standard Bible Encyclopedia).

All of John’s epistles draw a sharp line between truth and error, righteousness and unrighteousness, light and darkness, love and hatred. This distinction continues in his third epistle so his readers can easily establish whether or not they are true believers.
RECIPIENTS
This letter is addressed to the beloved Gaius, “whom I love in truth.” We do not know which Gaius – ACTS 19:29, 20:4; ROM. 16:23; 1 COR. 1:14. 

John greets Gaius and prays for his health and prosperity and rejoices over the fact that he is walking in the truth. 
PURPOSE
There were problems in the church of which Gaius was a member and worshipped. Maybe John heard of this news from those preachers who traveled and had visited the church where these problems were occurring. Perhaps they had even been sent by John but Diotrephes opposed them and John’s message because he loved to have preeminence.
John condemns this selfish attitude and the wicked treatment of himself and other brethren as well. To reject the teaching of an apostle and the authority that stands behind that teaching is to actually reject God – 1 JN. 4:6

John informs Gaius of his intention to visit the church and deal with the problem created by Diotrephes. He intends to be there shortly to speak to the brethren face to face as well as to Diotrephes.

DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING 

This epistle along with the other epistles seems to have been written near the end of the first century and from Ephesus. These last two epistles give us a view of life in a congregation during this period of time. 
The Third Epistle.-This brief note gives a uniquely authentic and intimate glimpse of some aspects of church life as it existed in Asia Minor (this may be taken as certain) somewhere about the end of the 1st century. It concerns a certain episode in the history of one of the churches under the writer's supervision, and incidentally furnishes character-sketches of two of its members, the large-hearted and hospitable Gaius, to whom it is written (and whom it is merely fanciful to identify with any other Gaius mentioned in the New Testament), and the loquacious, overbearing Diotrephes; also of the faithful Demetrius, by whose hand probably the letter is sent. (from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia)
OUTLINE OF THIRD JOHN OUTLINE
I. 1-4– Greetings – The elder’s love

II. 5-8 – The confirmation of Gaius

III. 9-10 – The condemnation of Diotrephes

IV. 11-12 – The commendation of Demetrius

V. 13-14 – Concluding remarks

TEXT – LESSON #12 – 3 John 1:1-8

THE ELDER, To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth: 2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 

5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers, 6 who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well, 7 because they went forth for His name's sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles. 8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth. 
COMMENTS ON THIRD JOHN
LESSON #12 – 3 John 1:1-8

Gaius is addressed with the same expression that is stated about the elect lady in the second epistle, “whom I love in the truth.” John is making it clear that those who walk in truth and are joined together in fellowship with Christ are bound together by brotherly love. John has already warned about the danger of not abiding in the doctrine of Christ in his previous epistle – 2 JN 9-11. John is now warning them of the danger of one who possesses a domineering attitude and how it can adversely affect the church. So abiding in truth is a predominant theme of these last two epistles.
It is interesting to note that when John prayed for Gaius he prayed for his financial prosperity as well as his physical health and spiritual welfare. 

John’s heart rejoiced when he heard from those who had been with these brethren that they testified to the fact they were walking in truth. To walk in truth means they did more than merely profess to love the Lord they actually proved there love for him by their works. Gaius obeyed the commandments of God and by doing so received those whom Diotrephes rejected. There can be no greater joy in the life of a teacher than to see those who obey the gospel as a result of their efforts be faithful to the Lord and allow truth to control their decisions in this life. Gaius had done a faithful work by helping those evangelists who came his way by extending hospitality and support. It was through these acts of kindness and hospitality that he was recognized by the apostle John as a fellow worker for the truth.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #12

1. What designation is applied to the writer of this epistle? 1:1

2. To whom is this epistle written? 1:1

3. What did John request in his prayer on behalf of Gaius? 1:2
4. What did the brethren think about Gaius? 1:3

5. What was the result of great joy in the life of the apostle? 1:4

6. What specifically were these Christians doing? 1:5-7

7. Why did John recognize them as fellow workers? How can we be fellow workers today? 1:8
TEXT – LESSON #13 – 3 John 1:9-13

I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself. And we also bear witness, and you know that our testimony is true. 

13 I had many things to write, but I do not wish to write to you with pen and ink; 14 but I hope to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.

COMMENTS ON THIRD JOHN

LESSON #13 – 3 John 1:9-13

This section of the epistle begins with the apostle John condemning Diotrephes for his rejection of truth by denying the letter from John to be read. This was causing problems among the brethren as outlined by John.

Diotrephes was accusing John of maliciously using false and idle words because he desired to be in the position of preeminence in the church. He ignored the truth taught by the apostles and instead pushed his own self seeking agenda.
Diotrephes did not limit his animosity to John but also was unwilling to receive the evangelists who came to preach the truth. Not only did he not receive these men but was so over bearing that he was forbidding others to receive them. His ungodly influence caused others to fail to do what was right. He opposed to those who extended hospitality to these evangelists and even went to the point of casting them out of the congregation.
As John writes he is seeking to encourage Gaius to take a stand against the dictatorial Diotrephes and to see that proper treatment is given to these visiting ministers of the Word. John is exhorting Gaius to not give in to the forcefulness of Diotrephes and turn away Demetrius may have been part of this visiting delegation and possibly the one who brought this letter to Gaius.
The arrival of Demetrius would be in part to counteract the ungodly example of Diotrephes by his godly conduct and love for the truth. John states he can vouch for the genuineness of Demetrius along with those who know him.
John concludes this short epistle by saying he is looking forward to seeing them soon. He also states he would prefer to wait and see them speaking to them face to face instead of writing any more about this current controversy. John closes with a common phrase “peace to you” which maybe more than coincidental in light on the current controversial atmosphere in the congregation where Gaius was a member.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #13

1. What was the attitude of Diotrephes? 1:8

2. What were the deeds of Diotrephes? 1:9-10
3. Did they have a choice between good and evil? What are the consequences? How about us today? 1:11

4. What is the end result in the Lord’s church when Christians follow evil men (those who do not love the truth)?
5. How is Demetrius described? Why did he come to them? 1:12

6. How does John close this epistle? 1:13
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