
THE MINOR PROPHETS - THE BOOK OF NAHUM

INTRODUCTION

Standing seventh in the canonical arrangement of the minor proph​ets is the book of the prophet Nahum. The book of Nahurn deals with one theme: the execution of God’s vengeance upon the city of Nineveh in her fall and destruction. This theme is declared in the opening title of the book - “the burden (oracle) of Nineveh” - and the prophet adheres to it throughout the book. One has outlined the book as: (1) the verdict of vengeance (ch. 1), (2) the vision of venge​ance (ch. 2), and (3) the vindication of vengeance (ch. 3). Another has outlined it similarly as: (1) judgment on Nineveh declared (ch. 1), (2) judgment on Nineveh described (ch. 2), and (3) judgment on Nineveh defended (ch. 3). The whole book is developed around this theme of Nineveh’s destruction, and, consequently, it does not pos​sess the depth, breadth, and variety in doctrinal principles and subject matter as those of the other prophets. However, in announcing God’s vengeance upon wicked Nineveh, Nahum necessarily calls the reader’s attention to the justice and mercy of God. As a matter of fact, the book begins on this note with Nahum emphasizing the venge​ful nature of Jehovah and the mercy He has upon His people who had suffered under cruel Assyrian domination. Yet, Jehovah is not venge​ful because He delights in the destruction of men. On the contrary, His mercy toward Nineveh is clearly manifested in Jonah’s preaching mission to that city. By no means can cruelty be ascribed to God. Rather, Jehovah is willing to unleash His wrath upon Nineveh because of her excessive wickedness and cruelty toward the nations around her, including Israel and Judah. God would not have been merciful or just if He had left Nineveh unpunished. It is interesting to compare the prophecies of Jonah and Nahum. Both have to do with the city of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire, but they are separated by at least 120-160 years. Jonah went to Nineveh preaching repen​tance in view of her impending destruction. Upon hearing Jonah’s announcement of doom the Ninevites, including the king, quickly humbled themselves and besought the Lord’s pardon. However, things had changed drastically by Nahum’s time. In the seventh century B.C. Nineveh was at the head of the mightiest empire on the face of the earth. She controlled a huge area of the world known as the “Fertile Crescent” spanning all the way from the Persian Gulf to the Nile River. Everything in between was subjugated to her. Judah managed to maintain some degree of independence but paid tribute to the Assyrian monarch. The Ninevites had regressed far from the humility and repentance they had shown in the time of Jonah. Nahum describes Nineveh as cruelly oppressive, idolatrous, and wicked. Her rulers were notorious for their brutality. Ashurbanipal (668-625 B. C.), who reigned just before, or during, Nahum’s ministry, is described as being unusually cruel. George I. Robinson says of him: “He even boasts of his violence and shameful atrocities: how he ruthlessly tore off the lips and limbs of kings, forced three captured rulers of Elam to drag his chariot through the streets, compelled a prince to wear round his neck the decapitated head of his king, and how he and his queen feasted in a garden with the head of a Chaldean monarch whom he had forced to commit suicide hanging from a tree above them” (The Twelve Minor Prophets, pp.108-109). Neither the Ninevite kings nor their subjects demonstrated any desire to recognize Jehovah as the only true and living God and repent of their iniquities. Consequently, Nahum casts the black veil of doom over Nineveh. In 612 B.C. Nineveh is captured, plundered, and destroyed by a combined force of Medes and Babylonians after a two-year siege. It is said that the besieging armies gained entrance into the city by way of a breach created in the rampart protecting the city by an unusually heavy inundation of the Tigris River. Esarhaddon II, seeing the approaching end, gathered his wives, children, and wealth into his palace and set it afire, making it a blazing tomb. The ruination of Nineveh was so complete that its site eventually became nothing but an unrecogniz​able dirt-covered mound. Its site was not rediscovered until 1842.

Also, it is noteworthy that Nahum stands out as the most poetic of all the minor prophets. His style is animated, forceful, bril​liant, and picturesque. In describing the siege and fall of Nineveh he moves along at a rapid, excited pace. His style of writing makes it easy to visualize the flashing swords, the clanging of armor, the thunder of horses and chariots, and the cries of the fallen as men engage in battle. Indeed, Nahum’s description gives the impression of a “moving picture” that is full of drama.

AUTHOR

Very little is known about the prophet Nahum. His name means “con​solation” or “comforter”, a name which symbolically embraces the pur​pose of the book, which is to comfort and encourage the afflicted and oppressed people of God by assuring them of their dread enemy’s down​fall. The name only occurs elsewhere in Scripture in Luke’s genealogy of Jesus (3:25). Nahum designates himself as an Elkoshite, meaning that he is an inhabitant of El-kosh. The location of this place is quite uncertain. Several locations have been suggested, but they are supported by so little evidence that they are hardly noteworthy. Some have suggested that Nahum was living as an exile in Assyria. Others have maintained that he was an inhabitant of Galilee, support​ing their claim by Nahum’s references to northern Palestine (1:4) and by noting that the name “Capernaum” means “village of Nahum”. (Capernaum was a city located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee.) In the final analysis any attempt at this point to place El-kosh, Nahum’s home, is speculative. Nothing is known of Nahum’s occupation.

DATE 

The date of Nahum’s ministry can be fixed within certain definite limits because of information provided in his prophecy, but any attempt to narrow the dates further is based on reasoning that is quite speculative. Nahum refers to the fall of No-amon (Egyptian Thebes) as an accomplished fact (3:8). It is now known that No-amon fell to the Assyrian monarch, Ashurbanipal, in 663 B. C. Nahum also speaks of Nineveh’s fall as yet in the future. Nineveh did fall in 612 B.C. Thus, Nahum’s ministry can be definitely fixed somewhere between 663 and 612 B.C. Not enough concrete information can be gleaned from outside sources or the book itself to make it possible to narrow down the date any further with any degree of certainty.


Outline of Nahum

I.
Jehovah Decrees Vengeance upon His People’s Enemies (1:1- 2:2)


  A.      Introduction (1:1)

  B.
  The avenging wrath of Jehovah (1:2-8)

     
C.       Nineveh will be destroyed while Judah is exalted (1:9- 2:2)

1.
Nineveh’s situation desperate and helpless (vs. 9-1l)

2.
God’s people to be delivered from the yoke of their enemy (vs. 12-13)

3.
Assyria and her idols to be utterly destroyed (vs. 14)

4.
Judah to rejoice (vs. 15)

5.
Nineveh warned to prepare for battle (2:1)

6.
Judah to be restored despite devastation (2:2)

II.
The Siege and Destruction of Nineveh (2:3-3:19)

A.
Assault upon the city (2:3-7)

B.
Defenders flee and city is plundered (2:8-13)

C.
Nineveh destroyed because of her wickedness (3:1-7)

1.
Nineveh a city full of blood, lies, and robbery (vs. 1)

2.
Graphic description of battle (yes. 2-3)

3.
Nineveh destroyed because of harlotries (vs. 4)

4.
Nineveh debased (vs. 5-7)

D.
Nineveh to be destroyed as was No-amon (3:8-13)

E.
Resistance vain (3:14-19)

1.
Nineveh urged to prepare for battle (vs. 14-17)

2.     Nineveh is ruined irreparably (vs. 18-19)

THE MINOR PROPHETS - THE BOOK OF NAHUM

The Avenging Wrath of Jehovah

(1:1-8)
TEXT – LESSON ONE - NAHUM 1:1-8 

The oracle of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

2 A jealous and avenging God is the LORD;

The LORD is avenging and wrathful.

The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries,

And He reserves wrath for His enemies. 

3 The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,

And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.

In whirlwind and storm is His way,

And clouds are the dust beneath His feet. 

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; 

He dries up all the rivers.

Bashan and Carmel wither;

The blossoms of Lebanon wither. 

5 Mountains quake because of Him,

And the hills dissolve; 

Indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence,

The world and all the inhabitants in it. 

6 Who can stand before His indignation?

Who can endure the burning of His anger? 

His wrath is poured out like fire,

And the rocks are broken up by Him. 

7 The LORD is good,

A stronghold in the day of trouble,

And He knows those who take refuge in Him. 

8 But with an overflowing flood 

He will make a complete end of its site,

And will pursue His enemies into darkness. 

NAS

Following the introductory heading of his book, in which Nahum identifies himself and his place of habitation, his subject, and the means by which he obtained his revelation (vs. 1), Nahum launches into a terrible description of the awesome and fierce vengeance of Jehovah and His omnipotent power to vent it upon His enemies. This is a very fitting opening for a book that has to do with God’s vindication of His people by the utter overthrow of one of their most cruel and oppressive enemies - the city of Nineveh. Nineveh was at the head of the greatest empire upon the face of the earth at that time. The Assyrian Empire was at the zenith of her power in Nahum’s day with a domain stretching all the way from the Persian Gulf up the Tigris-Euphrates River Valley and down the Mediterranean seacoast into Egypt. Her power seemed well nigh invincible. Nineveh thought of herself as the impregnable queen of the world, boasting that there was no one besides her (Zeph. 2:15). Indeed, there was a great deal of substance to her boast, for it is said that the walls of Nineveh proper were 100 feet high, 8 miles in circuit, and wide enough for four chariots to be driven abreast over them. Several outer walls and moats also protected the city, situated at the juncture of the Tigris and Khoser Rivers. It seemed that nothing but an act of God could topple the city. Not many years after Nahum had prophesied of her destruction, the city did fall by God’s hand.

Jehovah is set forth by Nahum as an avenging God, who, in His jealousy for His own honor and His people, pours down wrath upon His enemies. He will not suffer Himself to be mocked and ridiculed by an arrogant, cruel nation, as were the Assyrians. His vengeance does not emanate from a petty desire to “get even”. His vengeance is justice, a vindication of His high and lofty sense of righteousness. Therefore, He cannot allow the guilty to go unpunished. Indeed, He has the power to execute His vengeance. Nahum attempts to impress His readers with a sense of the awful power Jehovah possesses by pointing to the control He has over the forces of nature. He moves in the violent windstorms, dries up great bodies of water, withers the luxuriant vegetation of fertile lands, shakes the foundations of the mountains, dissolves the hills, and up heaves the rocks of the earth. Then he asks the climatic question. Who can withstand the power of such a God? Even great Nineveh is puny in His sight. The Lord will do good to those who piously seek refuge in Him, but He will envelop in darkness and bring to an utter end all who dare oppose Him.

Verse 1 - The prophecy of Nahum opens with a dual title that forth​rightly declares the object and author of the prophecy. Succinctly stated, this prophecy is “the burden of Nineveh”, or more specifically, an announcement about the city’s impending destruction. The whole book is truly given to a consideration of this theme. A “burden” is something lifted up or heaved; a heavy load that is borne. It is the word applied to a load carried by an animal (Ex. 23:5). Here it is used in reference to a weighty message or judicial sentence that burdens the heart of the prophet and which must be lifted up with his tongue and proclaimed to the world. It has been noted that this word (Hebrew “massa’) most often, if not always, refers to a threat of judgment when used in this sense (Isa. 13:1; Hab. 1:1; Zeçh. 9:1, 12:1; Mal. 1:1). Nahum obtained his revelation concerning Nineveh by means of a vision. In his mind’s eye he was given a clear picture of the great city’s doom. No doubt, this helps to account for the vividness of Nahum’s description. He writes as though he is an eye​witness, for, indeed, he is.

Very little is said concerning Nahum himself. His name means “comforter”, for his declaration of Nineveh’s destruction brought comfort to his people who had suffered under the cruel Assyrian yoke. Jehovah was about to vindicate them. Nahum is declared to be an “Elkoshite”; that is, an inhabitant of the village or city of E1-kosh but its location is really unknown, though several sites have been suggested through the years. Capernaum (meaning “village of Nahum’), a city on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee, was named for the prophet.

Verse 2  - Immediately Nahum launches into a forceful emphasis of the aspect of Jehovah’s character that is outstanding in this book His avenging wrath. While it is true that Jehovah is a God of incomprehensible love, He will turn in wrath upon those who do not reciprocate. Three times Jehovah is declared to be an avenging God. Con​trary to what some may think, vengeance is not wrong per se. Venge​ance as wreaked by God is nothing more nor less than justice meted out. Vengeance is a divine prerogative (Deut. 32:35). It would be unjust and offensive to the divine sense of righteousness to permit the wicked to go unpunished and continue triumphing over the righteous. Thus, not only is Jehovah a God of love, He is also “Lord of wrath”. He possesses the power to retain or release it. The storehouse of His wrath is gradually filled by the wickedness of His enemies until there is no room in the longsuffering of God to contain any more (Gen. 15:16; Rom. 2:5). Nineveh’s store had been filled.

Verse 3 - Jehovah is slow to anger. He is not easily provoked by the wickedness of men and is not quick to vent His wrath upon them (Ex. 34:6-7; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2). Instead, He stores up His wrath until it is fully evident that He must unleash it. There may be in this may be a subtle allusion to God’s sparing of the Ninevites when He sent Jonah to preach repentance unto them. Indeed, Jehovah is gracious. He does not desire the death of the wicked (Ezek. 18:23; 2 Pet. 3:9), but Nineveh’s cup of wrath had been filled and was about to overflow. One may wonder how God’s slowness to anger could be related to His power, but it is actually because He is so powerful that He is able to be slow to anger. His slowness to anger is no sign of weakness. Rather, it is a sign of power. Jehovah is powerful enough to withhold His anger and release it at exactly the right time (Prov. 16:32). He does not have to unleash His wrath when He can, as though few oppor​tunities are available, but when He wills to do so. His power enables Him to punish the wicked, for He is too righteous to ever overlook wickedness. His great power is the force behind His justice. By way of further emphasizing Jehovah’s majesty and omnipotence Nahum declares that the Lord moves in the whirlwind (Job 38:1) and the storm (I Kgs. 19:11). The violent elements of nature, which no man can con​trol, are at his disposal. While the treading of men’s feet upon the earth may raise up clouds of dust, the clouds of the heavens them​selves are the dust of great Jehovah’s feet, implying that Jehovah, unlike man, is too great to walk upon the earth (Psa. 104:3). 

Verse 4 - In continuing to declare the Lord’s great might Nahum contributes to Him the power to dry up large bodies of water, such as seas and rivers. Jehovah actually demonstrated this power when He enabled the Israelites to cross the Red Sea (Ex. 14:21-22) and the Jordan River (Josh. 3:14-17) on dry land. Yea, the Lord has the power to rebuke the sea and require it to yield to His command (Matt. 8:26). Also, by the fiery blast of the Lord’s nostrils the most luxuriant foliage of the most fertile lands is made to wither. Bashan, with its rich grazing lands located east of the Sea of Galilee (Mic. 7:14), Carmel, with its thick vegetation (Amos 1:2), and Lebanon, noted for its lofty cedars and beautiful flowers (Hos. 14:6,7) are mentioned because of their fecundity and proximity to the prophet’s home.

Verse 5 - So great in power is the Lord that the mountains, consider by the ancients to be the very foundations of the earth because of their strength and stability, tremble at the command of the Lord (Amos 8:8). Before Him the hills melt away like wax or snow (Mic. 1:4). Nature reacts to His very presence with violent convulsions that up heave the earth, and all the structures and creatures upon it. Even inanimate nature is depicted as knowing the fear of God. 

Verse 6 - If Jehovah is so powerful, how can anyone dare face His indignation? How can anyone be powerful enough to endure His burning wrath for one moment? The Lord will consume the greatest armies His enemies can muster, and their staunchest champions, in the blink of an eye. Surely man should tremble before Him. Surely the wise man will submit to His every command, for the Lord’s fury is a consuming fire that will melt rocks into lava (Heb. 12:29). The rocks burst asunder and fall at the mere vibration of His authoritative voice. How can even Nineveh the great survive the wrath of the Lord? She is no match for the strength of God!

Verse 7 - Now, Nahum seems to make a radical change in subject matter but there is still a close relation here to what he has been saying. Lest men get the wrong impression of Jehovah from the foregoing description, three things are said of Him: (1) He is good, (2) He is a refuge in the day of distress, and (3) He knows those (recognizes and provides for them) who take refuge in Him. Thus, this verse says He is good, how He is good, and to whom He is good. It is because He is so powerful that He can be so good. He can afford to be good to those who trust in Him and in His power to save. The righteous has nothing to fear from Him. On the contrary, when the day of Judgment arrives, He will be a bulwark of safety to those who place their faith in Him, trusting that He will protect them. Nineveh may fall, but the remnant of the Lord’s faithful will go on. 

Verse 8 - Making now a direct allusion to Nineveh, Nahum says that the Lord will bring it to an utter end by means of an overflowing flood. This is a metaphor for the destruction that would wash over the city, or, more specifically, the invading army that would overrun her (Isa. 8:7-8). This expression may also contain an allusion to the inundation of the river, which was a key factor in Nineveh’s capture (cp. 2:6). The completeness of the destruction should be noted. Not just the city, but also her place, would be erased from earth and memory. Nineveh’s site eventually became nothing but an uninhabited, unrecognizable, dirt-covered mound, so forgotten in the minds of men that its existence was even doubted by some until its ruins were rediscovered in the nineteenth century. How true is God’s word! Surely the Lord did pursue His adversaries into the darkness of distress and oblivion. Nineveh the great, that cruel, wicked, and arrogant oppressor, is no more.

QUESTIONS – LESSON ONE

1. Who write the book of Nahum?  How did he receive this prophecy concerning Nineveh?  How was the message described?  Vs.1

2. What fate awaits the city of Nineveh according to this prophecy?  Vs.2

3. Does God ever overreact and judge us to quickly or harshly?  Did Nineveh have an opportunity to repent?  Vs.3

4. What examples or illustrations does Nahum give to show that God is powerful enough to overthrow Nineveh?  Vs.4-5

5. How was Nineveh the capital of the Assyrian empire with all its wealth and power able to withstand the wrath and indignation of God?  What about us today, do we want to be the adversary of God?  Vs. 6

6. Is the Lord “good”?  Explain this in view of the impending destruction of Nineveh.  Vs. 7

7. What will happen to those who put their trust in God?  Vs.7

8. What was the end result of God’s wrath being poured out on the city of Nineveh?  Vs. 8

THE MINOR PROPHETS

Nineveh’s Destruction and Israel’s Exaltation

(1:9-2:2)

TEXT – LESSON TWO – NAHUM 1:9-2:2

9 Whatever you devise against the LORD, 

He will make a complete end of it.

Distress will not rise up twice. 

10 Like tangled thorns,

And like those who are drunken with their drink,

They are consumed 

As stubble completely withered. 

11 From you has gone forth 

One who plotted evil against the LORD,

A wicked counselor. 

12 Thus says the LORD, 

"Though they are at full strength and likewise many,

Even so, they will be cut off and pass away. 

Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no longer. 

13 "So now, I will break his yoke bar from upon you,

And I will tear off your shackles." 

14 The LORD has issued a command concerning you: 

"Your name will no longer be perpetuated. 

I will cut off idol and image 

From the house of your gods. 

I will prepare your grave,

For you are contemptible." 

15 Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news,

Who announces peace!

Celebrate your feasts, O Judah;

Pay your vows.

For never again will the wicked one pass through you; 

He is cut off completely. 

Nahum 2 

The one who scatters has come up against you.

Man the fortress, watch the road;

Strengthen your back, summon all your strength. 

2 For the LORD will restore the splendor of Jacob 

Like the splendor of Israel,

Even though devastators have devastated them 

And destroyed their vine branches. 

In this section of his book Nahum continues with the theme to which his whole book is given: the destruction of Nineveh, the capi​tal of the Assyrian Empire. However, this section does vary from the norm somewhat in that it makes several references to the deliverance and exaltation of God’s people who had suffered so miserably under the Assyrian yoke. Nevertheless, these promises of deliverance for God’s people are not at all irrelevant to the overall theme of the book. As a matter of fact, they are intimately connected with the theme, for one important reason, if not the main reason, for Nineveh’s destruction was her cruel and brutal mistreatment of God’s people. Therefore, it was quite appropriate that Nineveh’s destruc​tion be viewed from the standpoint of its effect upon God’ s people. Nineveh’s destruction spelled deliverance for Israel. No longer would they be dominated by such a cruel, merciless power. This sec​tion of Nahum’s prophecy is unique in that only here are God’s people brought into the picture. In the next chapter Nahum will take up the siege and destruction of Nineveh with greater earnestness and vividness.

In this section Nahum will make such radical changes from address​ing Nineveh to addressing Judah, and vice versa, that it can be difficult to keep up with whom he is addressing. There is not always a clear-cut transition from one addressee to another. Without warn​ing Nahum will switch back and forth in directing his statements to either Nineveh or Judah. The following brief outline should help in making the distinction in the passage between Judah and Nineveh:

(1) NINEVEH (vs. 9-12a) - There is no hope for Nineveh when she becomes the object of Jehovah’s wrath. Regardless of her power and devices nothing she can do will be able to deliver her form God’s wrath.. The Lord will consume her as fire consumes dry stubble.

(2) JUDAH (vs. l2b-13) - The Lord had used Nineveh as a rod of chastisement against sinful Judah, but now He is planning to break His people free of Assyrian domination.

(3) NINEVEH (vs. 14) - The Lord decrees that He will cut off the names and false gods of Nineveh.

(4) JUDAH (vs. 15) - Judah is heralded with the good news of her enemy’s destruction. Now she may hold her appointed feasts without fear.

(5) NINEVEH (Ch. 2, vs.1) - Nineveh is warned to bolster her defenses against the impending siege.

(6) JUDAH (vs. 2) - Though devastated, the excellency of Israel would be restored.

Verse 9 - Interpreters are divided in their opinions as to whether the prophet is addressing Judah or Nineveh, or both. The context indicates that he is talking about Nineveh, and the Assyrians, and, therefore, to them. Nahum warns the Assyrians that whatever scheme they might devise against the Lord in an attempt to foil His just judgments against them would fail. The Lord would bring all of their devices and imperial power to a complete end. Again, it is difficult to determine whether the statement, “Affliction shall not rise up the second time”, is made with reference to Judah or Assyria. Many, if not most, commentators think that Nahum refers to Judah and is saying that affliction shall not again rise up from the Assyrians as it did in King Hezekiah’s reign (II Kgs. 18-19). However, one could hardly consider Assyria to have been a one time threat to Judah Therefore, it is better to have these words refer to Nineveh, and the words refer to Nineveh, and the meaning would be that the Lord’s affliction of judgment upon that city would be so great and so final as to not require a second stroke (cp. I Sam. 26:8).

Verse 10 - The Ninevites regarded their city-fortress to be as impenetrable as an entangled hedge of thorns, which were sometimes used by farmers as protective barriers around their fields and vineyards. Moreover, the Ninevites were so drunken with the wine of their power, wealth, and luxury that they felt carefree and invinci​ble. They were so heady from the intoxicating confidence they had in their own might that they felt they could throw caution to the wind. It was this proud self-confidence and intemperance that would eventu​ally lead to Nineveh’s downfall. When the Lord determines to destroy Nineveh, she will burn as rapidly as dry stubble (Obad. 18). 

Verse 11 - The exact identity of the wicked counselor who goes forth from Nineveh and devises evil against the Lord is uncertain. If this is to be understood as a literal reference to an individual, then the most likely candidate, of course, would be the king of Assyria, or more particularly, Sennacherib. It was he who invaded Judah, laid siege to Jerusalem and hurled blasphemies against the God of Judah in order to destroy the people’s confidence in Him (Isa. 36:14-20). Others think that this “wicked counselor” is the spirit of pride, conquest, and impiety that accompanied the armies of Assyria whenever they went marauding.

Verse 12 - Nahum now announces a declaration from the Lord; specifical1y stating that it is from Him to give it gravity and solemnity. (Here, the Hebrew word “shalem”, which is translated “quiet” in the KJV, carries the idea of “complete”, “unimpaired”, “in full strength”, and should be so translated.) Despite the fact that Nineveh is at the peak of her power with large armies of well trained troops in excellent condition, the Lord says he will cut them down as quickly as standing grain falls before the scythe of the reaper. Nineveh’s armies will pass away like a vapor when the power of the Lord passes through them. They are nothing in God’s eyes.

The latter part of the verse is decidedly directed to Judah. Though the Lord had used Assyria in the past as an instrument to afflict punishment upon His wayward people, He would do so no more. Assyria would no longer afflict God’s people. However, this is not to say that Judah would no longer be afflicted if she continued to do evil, for Babylon eventually took the place of Nineveh. See verse 15.

Verse 13 - Judah is more specifically reassured that Assyria’s tyrannical hold upon her would be broken. The “yoke”, which restrains the ox and binds it to the plow, and the “bonds’, which shackle the arms and legs of prisoners, represent Assyrian domination. 

Verse 14 - Not only would the Lord break Nineveh’s hold on Judah, but He had also issued a command that her very name no longer “be sown” (Hos. 2:17; Zeph. 1:4). This bespeaks the completeness of her destruction. Her name is viewed as seed that will not be spread and allowed to perpetuate itself. Indeed, Nineveh did become so lost in history that her very existence was even questioned by some. Also, the molten and graven images of their false gods, which they had placed in their temples, would be destroyed. It had been the practice of the Assyrians to destroy the idols of the nations which they con​quered as a token of their complete victory over them (Hos. 8:6; 10:6). As Nineveh had done to the images of other peoples so the Lord would have done for hers. The Lord further says that He will dig the grave of Nineveh, meaning that He is making arrangements to bring about her demise. This is to be because Jehovah had found Nineveh to be “vile”. A more literal translation of the term would be “light”, indicating a lack of moral worth and weight (Dan. 5:27) 

Verse 15 - Now the address is again directed to Judah. In a vision of the future the feet of heralds are pictured as pounding the mountains of Palestine in order that the news of Nineveh’s fall might be proclaimed. Such news would serve as an announcement of peace and joy, for it would mean Judah would be relieved of the harsh Assyrian yoke. Thus, the people are urged to once again celebrate their feasts, which had been interrupted or hampered during the period of Assyrian domination. Any vows they had made at such a time in petitioning the Lord for deliverance could now, and certainly should, be performed, for the Lord had brought them deliverance. Never again would the wicked king of Nineveh march through their midst to do them harm, for he, along with his capital, would be completely destroyed, never to be revived again. 

Ch. 2, Verse 1  - Now, Nineveh is again addressed. She is warned to prepare herself for the forthcoming siege, for the enemy who plans to dash her inhabitants into pieces is approaching. Thus, Nineveh is urged to man and secure their fortresses, keep a watch on the road for the approach of the enemy, strengthen their loins (since the loins were regarded as the seat of strength), and magnify their power, The language, of course, is ironic (1 Kgs. 18:27). The Lord is not interested in getting Nineveh to prepare herself against an onslaught which He has decreed and which she cannot possibly with​stand. Actually, what Nahum says is a kind of taunting mockery which says, in effect, that regardless of what mighty Nineveh does to defend herself, her situation will be completely hopeless. There is nothing she can do to foil the successful execution of God’s decree. Such ironic language portrays Nahum’s strong confidence in the Lord’s might and has the effect of demoralizing Jehovah’s enemies. 

Verse 2 - The people of God once again briefly become the subject of Nahum’s discourse. The Lord promises that He will one day restore the excellency of His people. “Excellency” refers to honor, self-respect, splendor, and glory. The descendants of Jacob would once again enjoy the spiritual eminence, which they had known as “Israel”, a name that calls attention more emphatically to their covenantal relationship with Jehovah. Jacob is the natural name, while Israel is the spiritual name. Now she is viewed as a vine that has been plundered of its fruits by robbers. Moreover, not satisfied with this, the robbers have mutilated the vine, stripping off foliage and breaking branches. This is a reference to the devastation wrought by the Assyrians. Nevertheless, the beauty and fruitfulness of the Lord’s vineyard would be restored to her.

QUESTIONS – LESSON TWO

1. What attitude did the Ninevites have about their city and the ability they had to defend it?  Were the conclusions they reached correct?  Vs. 9-10

2. If the “wicked counselor” is a literal reference to an individual, whom is it most likely referring to?  If it is not a reference to an individual, then what could it refer to?  Vs. 11

3. Did the strength of the Assyrian army concern God?  Vs. 12a

4. Would the Lord use Assyria in the future to afflict Judah?  Vs. 12b

5. Would Judah be under Assyrian domination any longer?  What illustrations does Nahum use?  Vs. 13

6. What would be Nineveh’s place in history?  Why?  Vs. 14

7. What would Judah celebrate and how?  Vs. 15

8. Can Nineveh really prepare herself and withstand the onslaught that God has decreed?  Why then did Nahum give these instructions?  Vs. 1 Ch.2

9. Who had mutilated the vine and broken the branches?  Who would restore the vine to its splendor?  Vs. 2
THE MINOR PROPHETS - THE BOOK OF NAHUM
Nineveh To Be Attacked and Sacked

(2:3-13)

TEXT – LESSON THREE – NAHUM 2:3-13

3 The shields of his mighty men are colored red,

The warriors are dressed in scarlet,

The chariots are enveloped in flashing steel 

When he is prepared to march,

And the cypress spears are brandished. 

4 The chariots race madly in the streets,

They rush wildly in the squares,

Their appearance is like torches,

They dash to and fro like lightning flashes. 

5 He remembers his nobles;

They stumble in their march,

They hurry to her wall,

And the mantelet is set up. 

6 The gates of the rivers are opened,

And the palace is dissolved. 

7 And it is fixed:

She is stripped, she is carried away,

And her handmaids are moaning like the sound of doves,

Beating on their breasts. 

8 Though Nineveh was like a pool of water throughout her days,

Now they are fleeing; "Stop, stop,"

But no one turns back. 

9 Plunder the silver! Plunder the gold!

For there is no limit to the treasure--

Wealth from every kind of desirable object. 

10 She is emptied! Yes, she is desolate and waste! 

Hearts are melting and knees knocking!

Also anguish is in the whole body,

And all their faces are grown pale! 

11 Where is the den of the lions 

And the feeding place of the young lions,

Where the lion, lioness, and lion's cub prowled,

With nothing to disturb them? 

12 The lion tore enough for his cubs, 

Killed enough for his lionesses,

And filled his lairs with prey 

And his dens with torn flesh. 

13 "Behold, I am against you," declares the LORD of hosts. "I will burn up her chariots in smoke, a sword will devour your young lions, I will cut off your prey from the land, and no longer will the voice of your messengers be heard." 

After having declared the majestic power of the Lord, His dreadful decree of destruction for Nineveh, and its joyful effect upon Judah, Nahum launches into a more earnest and vivid description of the assault upon Nineveh. From another viewpoint, Nahum now continues what he had previously begun. He has already urged the Ninevites to prepare themselves to defend their city against the enemy who is approaching and about to lay siege to her walls (2:1). Now, he con​tinues his story by turning to describe the attackers who are prepar​ing to march against Nineveh (2:3ff). The prophet waxes eloquent in his colorful description of the siege of Nineveh. Indeed, Nahum’s prophecy is perhaps the most colorful, graphic, and action—packed of all the books of the minor prophets. This is a prophecy that is not simply to be read; it is to be visualized, for the greater the visual effect of Nahum’s depiction of Nineveh’s devastation, the more real and credible it seems to be for its readers. This is an important effect for Nahum’s prophecy to achieve if it is to fully serve its purpose. Hope and comfort for the oppressed Judeans, and terror and dread for the cruel Assyrians, can only be realized from something which to them seems quite real.

Hence, Nahum’s “moving picture” brings before the eyes of the reader the ranks and ranks of attacking soldiers as they march into battle with their red shields and crimson uniforms, waving a forest of spears. The chariots jostle wildly and noisily as they organize for the attack, their ornamentation glistening brightly in the sun. The king of Nineveh sees the approaching enemy and calls out his troops to defend the walls of his city, but they are so fraught with fear that they stumble in their way. Soon the city is overrun and plundered of its wealth. Some of the inhabitants flee, some are slain, and others are led away into captivity, mourning over the plight of their once-fair city. This “den of lions” which had once preyed upon, and ravaged, the world as though it had been made for its own enrichment has now itself become the savagely slaughtered. No more will Nineveh’s voice bring fear and hardship to the ears of subject peoples. No more will peoples cringe and faint from fear at the sight of her mighty armies. Her greatness will then belong only to the past.

It might be added that it is somewhat difficult to ascertain the identity of the armies described in the first few verses of this sec​tion. Is Nahum referring to those attacking Nineveh or those defend​ing her? Interpreters differ on this question, some saying that the prophet refers to the attacking Medo-Babylonian army and some saying that he refers to the defending Assyrian army. The real answer appears to be somewhere between the two. Evidently, the army first described (vs. 3-4) is the attacking Medo-Babylonian army, since chariots would only play an effective role in an army on the offen​sive. However, Nahum later uses language that would best have reference to the defending forces within Nineveh who stumble in fear to her walls to meet the foe (vs. 5).

Verse 3  - Nahum pictures the army of Nineveh’s enemies organizing to launch their attack against that great city. First, he describes the foot soldiers that, rank upon rank, march off to battle with their shields and weapons. The shields are red because they have been so painted or more probably because they have been plated with polished copper. The war garments of the soldiers themselves are scarlet. From time immemorial the color red, or its variant shades, have been associated with warfare and favored by military men around the world. Its brilliance and beauty betokens strength, fierceness, pride, and courage, which therefore render it suitable to all men as a sign of belligerency. Red seems to have had an appeal to the Babylonians (Ezek. 23:14). It has been suggested that red uniforms were worn to conceal stains left by blood flowing from wounds lest that sight somehow inspire the opponent with renewed confidence and vigor. The chariots of this army also glisten and flash as brightly as torches as the sun is reflected off the many shiny weapons and ornaments that adorn the chariots, their riders, and the horses. In the past it was popular to interpret the “flaming torches” ‘as the gleam and glitter of whirling scythes that were attached to the wheels of the chariots, but this deadly tactic was supposedly not yet developed. One scholar has commented that the fir trees were shaken by the pounding feet of this mighty army as it marched along, but the last clause should probably be translated something to the effect, “and the cypress spears are brandished”.

Verse 4  - The chariot was, perhaps, the most feared and effective weapon of war on the battlefields of that day. Here the chariots of Nineveh’s enemies are depicted as racing wildly through the streets and in the open countryside in such a reckless, frenzied fashion as to leave the impression that they must crash into one another. The prophet seems to be picturing them as they demonstrate in the streets of outlying cities and the suburbs of Nineveh proper just outside her protective walls. Perhaps they are running down misfortunate souls caught outside the refuge of the city. In their swift dashing to and fro these finely decorated chariots take on the appearance of bright torches and flashes of lightning as they glitter in the sun. Comparably, it is said of the Seleucid king’s army, “Now when the sun shone upon the shields of gold and brass, the mountains glistered therewith, and shined like lamps of fire” (1 Macc. 6:39). 

Verse 5  - Now Nahum speaks from the viewpoint of the Ninevites. As his watchmen at the approach of the enemy alerts the Assyrian king he reflects immediately upon his worthy nobles upon whom he has relied in the past to give him victory over his enemies (3:18). However, the king’s mighty warriors and valiant officers appear not to be so dependable this time. As the dreadful alarm is sounded they stumble clumsily to the wall out of fright, weakness, haste, or stupor. They hasten to the walls to defend their city and there set up defensive coverings against any arrows or other missiles that might be hurled at them. Others think that the “defense” is a shield set up by the besiegers to give them shelter during siege operations (Isa. 37:33; Ezek. 26:8).

Verse 6  - The prophet passes over further details of the siege at this point and comes immediately to the reduction of the city. The ancient Diodorus Siculus gives an account of Nineveh being captured in the third year of its siege due to a breach created in its walls by an inundation of the river which had been swollen by unusually heavy rains. The opening of “the gates of the rivers would then be an expression denoting overflow of the river (Gen. 7:11). Others prefer to give this clause a figurative interpretation and have it refer to the attacking army pushing into the city like a flood (Jer. 47:2). The dissolution of the king’s palace may, but probably does not, have reference to its disintegration by floodwaters. The palace was probably reduced by the violence of the attackers. 

Verse 7  - There is a difference of opinion among interpreters as to the meaning of “Huzzab”. The word means, “established” or “set firm”, but it is difficult to know if it should be translated or left as a descriptive name given. If the former is the case, it means that Nineveh’s doom is firmly sealed. If the latter is the case, it refers to the queen of Nineveh, or more probably, to the city personified. Both views are appealing, but the latter more so. The idea, then, is that though this great queen of the nations is firmly entrenched between rivers and behind high walls, nevertheless, she shall be overrun and stripped of her wealth and then led away into captivity. Her maids are her inhabitants who lift up their voices in mournful wailing over the plight of their mistress. This mourning is likened unto the pitiable, morose cooing of doves (Ezek. 7:16). At the same time they beat their breasts to demonstrate their extreme agony of spirit (Lk. 18:13; 23:48).

Verse 8  - Nineveh from of old has been like a pool of water. This may have reference to the fact that Nineveh was surrounded by protec​tive canals and moats and was as though she sat in the midst of many waters, On the other hand, the “pool of water” may have reference to Nineveh’s character as the “melting pot” of many peoples. Many dif​ferent nations brought their wealth and citizens into her and she ruled over them all (Jer. 51:13; Rev. 17:1,15). However, despite her strength, her multitudes are seized with fear when the enemy attacks, and they flee. Despite the earnest pleading of their lead​ers to halt their flight, they make no effort to defend the city. Their only thought is for their own safety. They do not even look back as they take their flight.

Verse 9 - In prophetic vision Nahum urges the victorious attackers to plunder the city of its fabulous treasures of silver and gold. Ancient records bear abundant witness to the immense quantities of precious treasures accumulated in Nineveh by her kings. The victors would make spoil of all this wealth. So vast were her treasures that they seemed almost unlimited. Into every building the pillagers ran they found precious and glorious objects waiting for them. Nineveh had yielded up her wealth.

Verse 10 - Again, in prophetic vision Nahum sees the aftermath of Nineveh’s destruction and declares her to be empty, void, and waste. In the Hebrew (“bukahum’ bukah, um’ bulakah”) there is an assonance and similarity in meaning in these three words that lend emphasis to the scene of utter desolation that has fallen upon the city. None of her inhabitants or wealth remains. Backtracking somewhat, Nahum describes the fearful reactions of Nineveh’s defenders during the siege. Seeing their plight, their hearts melt (Josh. 7:5), indi​cating a complete loss of courage and hope since their seat is the heart. They tremble so terribly that their knees knock (Dan. 5:6). So great is their fear that pain grips their loins, the seat of strength (2:1; Jer. 30:6). Their faces are drained of their natural color and turn ashen (Joel 2:6).

Verse 11 — Nineveh is compared to a den of lions because the lion, as can be seen from its frequent occurrence in Assyrian monuments, was the chief national symbol of Assyria. Also, she fancied herself to be the ruler of the world and, like her symbol, was brutal, predatory, and ravenous in nature. As though Nineveh’s destruction had already taken place, Nahum asks in a taunt where the lair of the great lion is, the place to which he used to drag his prey for feed​ing. Where is proud Nineveh who used to prowl about as a pride of lions with no fear for safety or security?

Verse 12 - Continuing the metaphor, Nahum remarks how the lion, or its king, used to fiercely attack all the prey it needed and more. His lionesses and whelps were amply supplied. His lair was filled with the flesh of his prey. Nineveh had an overwhelming appetite for the wealth of other nations. The king of Nineveh took more than he could use for himself, his family, and his subordinates

Verse 13 — However, everything had changed now, for Nineveh was no longer fighting against mere men. Her cruelty had provoked Jehovah, the Lord of hosts, to enmity. The Sovereign of all powers, heavenly and earthly, will send up her chariots in smoke. This represents the complete incapacitation of her war capability. A sword would strike down the proud young lions, the warriors upon whom she depended. No more would Nineveh send out her armies, like roving prides of hungry lions, to prey upon, and deprive, weak peoples. No more would she send forth her emissaries to carry the king’s demands or exact tribute (2 Kgs. 18:l7ff). Nothing but telling silence would issue from her bare, desolate ruins.

QUESTIONS – LESSON THREE

1. How does Nahum describe the armies of the enemy?  Vs.3

2. What weapons do they have at their disposal?  Vs. 4

3. How do the Ninevites respond to the news that the enemy is approaching?  Vs. 5

4. What could the expression “the gates of the river are opened” possibly mean?  Vs. 6

5. What would be the reaction of the inhabitants of Nineveh when she fell?  Vs. 7

6. How was Nineveh like a pool of water?  How Ninevites respond when their great city was under attack?  Vs. 8

7. What will the attackers do when they overcome the city of Nineveh?  Vs. 9

8. Describe the fearful reactions of Nineveh’s defenders during the siege and the aftermath of destruction to the city.  Vs. 10

9. Why did Nahum refer to Nineveh as a “den of lions”?  Vs. 11-12

10. Who is the actual adversary of Nineveh?  Vs. 13

THE MINOR PROPHETS - THE BOOK OF NAHUM

Nineveh To Be Destroyed Because of Her Wickedness

(3:1-7)

TEXT – LESSON FOUR – NAHUM 3:1-7

Woe to the bloody city, completely full of lies and pillage; 

Her prey never departs. 

2 The noise of the whip,

The noise of the rattling of the wheel, 

Galloping horses,

And bounding chariots! 

3 Horsemen charging,

Swords flashing, spears gleaming,

Many slain, a mass of corpses,

And countless dead bodies--

They stumble over the dead bodies! 

4 All because of the many harlotries of the harlot,

The charming one, the mistress of sorceries,

Who sells nations by her harlotries 

And families by her sorceries. 

5 "Behold, I am against you," declares the LORD of hosts; 

"And I will lift up your skirts over your face,

And show to the nations your nakedness 

And to the kingdoms your disgrace. 

6 "I will throw filth on you 

And make you vile,

And set you up as a spectacle. 

7 "And it will come about that all who see you 

Will shrink from you and say, 

'Nineveh is devastated!

Who will grieve for her?'

Where will I seek comforters for you?" 

Now Nahum approaches the climax of his prophecy. He had before referred to the destruction of Nineveh in some detail, and he continues with that description of her destruction. So, this chapter contains nothing new by way of general content, but what is said is at a higher pitch. Here, the siege, the battle, and the final over​throw engage Nahum’s best literary powers. With greater earnestness and vividness he graphically paints the engagement of battle as opposing forces clash in a bloody struggle for Nineveh. Nahum pic​tures the bounding horses and rattling chariots racing wildly hither and thither to meet the enemy. There is the flashing of swords and the gleam of spears as men march into battle. There is the cry of wounded and dying men whose blood reddens weapons and flows down the streets of Nineveh. Everywhere dead bodies lie, and more continue to fall until corpses begin to pile up and impede the movements of the living. It is a sickening, horrifying scene that Nahum envisions. The one who reads Nahum’s prophecy will read it best at this point with a picturesque imagination.

Nahum also concentrates heavily on the sins of Nineveh that brought her to her doom. The prophet essentially condemns the city for her violence and plundering. She was a city bent on bloodshed. With unmitigated brutality or vain seductiveness she had fallen upon smaller nations to rob them in order to enrich her. Now the time for her judgment had arrived. Now the Lord would expose her shameful​ness for all of her enemies to gloat. She would be disgracefully treated. In the eyes of all people she would be vile, so much so that all those who saw her great ruin would shrink from her. She was so hated that there would be no one to grieve for her or comfort her. Only joy greets the passing of such a tyrant.

Verse 1 - Nahum now refers to Nineveh’s acts of wickedness that rendered her worthy of her punishment. She is described as a “bloody city” because of her violence. It was as though her streets flowed with the blood of innocent victims and cried out for revenge. The chronicles of Nineveh’s rulers preserved on stone monuments to this day relate stories of their atrocities that are simply ghastly. Moreover, she is indicted as being full of lies and robbery, two more evil means by which she obtained her wealth. She deceived and broke covenants in order to enrich herself. She allowed not even her own word to stand in the way of her evil designs. She would continuously send her rampaging armies to slaughter, burn, and pillage at will as though the world was her prey and she was a lioness. Only the Lord’s judgments would stop her from making prey of the nations.

Verse 2 - This and the next verse describe the battle scene very graphically. Nahum’s words paint a picture for the reader to see and sounds for him to hear. Hence, the prophet hears the charioteers cracking their whips over their handsome steeds to charge them onward. The air vibrates with the sound of hundreds of rattling chariot wheels. Horses are charging and chariots are rolling as the great army moves forward for the assault upon the city of Nineveh. 

Verse 3 - The horsemen charge, flashing their gleaming swords, and infantry thrust forward, brandishing their many sharp spears. Many valiant defenders fall at the feet of the advancing army until they are too numerous to count. The bodies of Nineveh’s soldiers fall upon one another until they pile up. The besiegers must trample the bodies of the slain in order to move forward, and this causes them to stumble. The whole scene is one of great slaughter and destruction 

Verse 4  - Again, Nahum points out the reasons for Nineveh’s just demise. Firstly, it is stated that she is guilty of many harlotries. This must refer to the spiritual harlotry she had committed in wor​shipping false gods. This shows that Jehovah still held those nations accountable who left Him for the service of idols. He expected and demanded that they worship Him, and when they did not, they committed spiritual whoredom. The powerful and glittering city of Nineveh was like a gaudy harlot in the eyes of the world, and many nations were enticed by her charms. She was a “mistress of sorceries” who bedazzled the weaker and smaller nations. “Sorceries” is evidently used metaphorically to refer to her enchanting wealth and power by which she tricked and deceived the nations. Yet, once she had them under her control, she would rob them of their freedom and sell them, even whole races, to fill her coffers.

Verse 5 - Because Nineveh had done these terrible things she had the Lord against her, and from His judgments she could not escape. Therefore, it is the Lord’s intent to raise her long flowing dress over her face so as to expose her nakedness to the nations. Such nakedness was a shameful disgrace. The point being made by the prophet is that she would be exposed for what she was - a disgrace​ful harlot.

Verse 6 - Continuing the figure of the great disgrace that would be heaped upon Nineveh at her destruction, the Lord declares that He will have her brought forth so that filth can be flung at her and she would then be truly vile. In the eyes of the whole world she would become a ridiculous spectacle.

Verse 7 - So ugly and offensive will Nineveh appear to be that all who behold her will shrink away from her. Her ruins will be sicken​ing. Those who see her ruins will flee from her lest they somehow be contaminated with her ruin. They will run and tell of Nineveh’s ruin. Whereas peoples had once spoken of her greatness, now they will speak of her destruction. She will be utterly debased. Moreover, because she was so cruel and, therefore, so detested, she would have none to comfort her in her misery, nor none to mourn her passing. She reap exactly what she had sown.

QUESTIONS – LESSON FOUR

1. Why was Nineveh worthy of punishment?  Vs. 1

2. What picture does Nahum graphically depict of the battle scene?  Vs. 2-3

3. How had Nineveh played the role of the harlot?  Vs. 4

4. Could Nineveh escape the impending judgment?  Vs. 5

5. How would she be depicted by the world?  Vs. 6

6. Who would mourn and try to comfort Nineveh?  Vs. 7

THE MINOR PROPHETS - THE BOOK OF NAHUM

Nineveh To Be Ruined As Completely As No-Amon

(3:8-19)

TEXT – LESSON FIVE – NAHUM 3:8:19

8 Are you better than No-amon,

Which was situated by the waters of the Nile,

With water surrounding her,

Whose rampart was the sea,

Whose wall consisted of the sea? 

9 Ethiopia was her might,

And Egypt too, without limits. 

Put and Lubim were among her helpers. 

10 Yet she became an exile,

She went into captivity;

Also her small children were dashed to pieces 

At the head of every street;

They cast lots for her honorable men,

And all her great men were bound with fetters. 

11 You too will become drunk,

You will be hidden.

You too will search for a refuge from the enemy. 

12 All your fortifications are fig trees with ripe fruit--

When shaken, they fall into the eater's mouth. 

13 Behold, your people are women in your midst!

The gates of your land are opened wide to your enemies;

Fire consumes your gate bars. 

14 Draw for yourself water for the siege!

Strengthen your fortifications! 

Go into the clay and tread the mortar!

Take hold of the brick mold! 

15 There fire will consume you,

The sword will cut you down;

It will consume you as the locust does. 

Multiply yourself like the creeping locust, 

Multiply yourself like the swarming locust. 

16 You have increased your traders more than the stars of heaven--

The creeping locust strips and flies away. 

17 Your guardsmen are like the swarming locust.

Your marshals are like hordes of grasshoppers 

Settling in the stone walls on a cold day.

The sun rises and they flee,

And the place where they are is not known. 

18 Your shepherds are sleeping, O king of Assyria;

Your nobles are lying down.

Your people are scattered on the mountains,

And there is no one to regather them. 

19 There is no relief for your breakdown,

Your wound is incurable.

All who hear about you 

In this concluding this portion of his prophecy Nahum continues painting his dark and dismal picture of Nineveh’s final plunge into oblivion. There is nothing in Nahum’s prophecy that would indicate that there is any hope for the doomed city. She had been the cruel tyrant of the world long enough. In her brutal rape of the nations she had surly exceeded the bounds of her commission, and the Lord would no longer suffer her pride and savagery. He decrees that she shall be ruled as she ruined others. Hence, He calls upon her to remember how her forces had not too many years before devastated the Egyptian capital of No-Amon. The destruction of that city was something concrete to which the older Ninevites could relate, for they were the destroyers. Now the Lord declares that Nineveh shall be destroyed just as she destroyed No-Amon, for she is no better than that city. She may be powerful, but so was No-Amon. Just as Nineveh had done to that city, so it would be done to her. The horrible scenes of No-Amon’s destruction would be repeated in the destruction of Nineveh. Her children would be dashed in pieces and in humiliation her great leaders would be led off in chains. All efforts at defense would eventually prove to he futile, for the Lord would open her gates to her enemies. Nothing they could do would save their fair city. Though her defenders would be multiplied as locusts, they would all either be slain or flee. At the climax of that day of judgment the king of Assyria would find his leaders sleeping in death and his people scattered. The wound inflicted would be incurable. Nineveh would never recover her former greatness. The peoples would greet her passing with expressions of joy, for all had suffered from the evil, which she had continually inflicted. None would question the justice of Jehovah’s decree upon this grossly wicked city. She would be getting the punishment she so richly deserved.

Verse 8 - In order to bring Nineveh’s impending destruction vividly before the minds of her citizens Nahum reminds them of the terrible fate of No-Amon (also known as Egyptian Thebes), the capital of Egypt. No-Amon, located on the Nile River about 416 miles south of modern day Cairo, was one of the famed cities of antiquity. It was a city devoted to the worship of the god Amon and contained many splendid examples of Egyptian architecture. Like Nineveh, No-Amon had the waters of the river serving as a sea, or protective barrier, about her. Yet, this did not stop the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal from laying waste to the city in 663 B.C. This was an event that must have been fresh in the minds of older Ninevites. Surely, if No-Amon fell, Nahum argues, Nineveh, being no greater, is also capable of falling.

Verse 9 - During the heyday of No-Amon she was not without her sources of strength. In the north she was flanked by powerful Egypt and in the south by strong Ethiopia, both countries being united under her rule. So great was Egypt’s power that it appeared limitless. She also had Put and Lubim as her allies to whom she could call for aid in times of emergency. The location of Put, though uncertain, is thought to have been in Arabia or the eastern coast of Egypt. Lubim is probably to be identified as Libya.

Verse 10 - Yet, despite her own natural strength and the help of her allies, No-Amon had fallen. Nahum’s description of how the Assyrians treated the citizens of No-Amon after the fall of that city provides an illuminating commentary on their cruel character. The children were cast upon rocks and dashed to pieces. The people were led off into captivity, and their leaders were disgracefully divided up among the victors by the casting of lots in the public squares where streets intersected. Dragging home the great men of captured cities would augment the martial glory of the commanders in victory parades. 

Verse 11- Like No-Amon, Nineveh would also fall as a drunkard unable to maintain his balance. Moreover, her collapse shall be so complete that she shall be hidden from the eyes of men. Her tall structures would be broken down, burned, and covered with the dust of the centuries so that men would forget her site. When the day of battle draws nigh, she herself will be searching for a source of strength or a refuge. In that day the Ninevites will know they will do well just to hold their own.

Verse 12 - Nahum pictures Assyria’s fortresses as early figs that fall so easily in a brisk wind or when shaken by one who desires to eat them. These fortresses would provide no real defense for Nineveh when the attack would come. They would fall easily into the jaws of the devastator.

Verse 13 - Nahum now describes the once fierce Ninevites in a most humiliating way. He says that they cower inside their walls like women, rather than behaving as valiant warriors. They have completely lost their courage (2:10). The gates of the land are probably those passes and roads, which lead to Nineveh. These routes of access to the city are quickly taken and the way to Nineveh is wide open. When Nineveh herself is approached, the attackers mount their siege by burning the wooden gates of the city.

Verse 14 - Again, Nahum warns the Ninevites to prepare for the siege with a voice of mock urgency (2:1). Since they will not have access to external water sources during the siege, they are urged to draw water and fill their reservoirs. Moreover, they are to put their brick kilns back into operation and make bricks to strengthen and erect their fortifications.

Verse 15 - Yet, in the very next sentence Nahum assures them that none of their preparations will effectively deliver them from their enemies. Instead, he predicts that the attackers will set their fair city aflame and cut them down with the sword. The sword will ravage their city and leave it bare of stalwart defenders as the locusts swarm upon the land and strip it of its vegetation. Just as radically, he reverses himself and urges that Nineveh’s defenders be multiplied as numerous as the locusts or cankerworms (supposedly an early stage of the locust). The point is that, try as they may, all their efforts to save themselves will prove to be futile. 

Verse 16 - Nineveh’s merchants were as numerous as the stars of  heaven. In every direction she had sent her traders and they had returned with wares that made Nineveh among the richest of the world’s cities. Yet, Nahum depicts Nineveh’s enemies as a gigantic swarm of locusts, which swoops down and strips the city of all its wealth and then flies away.

Verse 17 - In its heyday Assyria’s army was a veritable fighting machine, seemingly able to roll over any kind of opposition. Her officers and commanders were like hordes of locusts. Yet, in the day of the attack these soldiers who had been so brave in the past are now paralyzed with fear as the locusts are by the cold weather. As these insects do on a cold day, the soldiers will cringe in the cracks and corners of the wall only to take flight to unknown hiding places when the hot sun of battle rises.
Verse 18 - The administrators of the realm, like shepherds who guarded the flock of Assyria, now slept the sleep of death. The king’s nobles lay where they had been felled by the sword and would never rise. The flock of Assyria had seen scattered over the moun​tains to die of exposure or starvation without anyone to regather them. Nineveh had been subdued and, for all practical purposes, was no more.

Verse 19 — She has been afflicted with an incurable wound. No oint​ment can be found to heal it. It is mortal. Yet, there is no one to pity her or no one who will try to heal her. The death of a tyrant is not only painful; it is lonely, flow truly terrible it is to have conducted oneself in such a way as to bring band clapping of joy to the oppressed at one’s passing. The people who bad been the victims of Nineveh’s oppression would rejoice with the joy of relief. Yet, such a reaction was natural and right, for Nineveh had never let up in bringing terror and disaster upon the surrounding nations.

QUESTIONS – LESSON FIVE

1. Why does Nahum bring up the example of No-Amon?  Vs.8

2. What resources did No-Amon have at her disposal?  Vs.9

3. Despite all these resources what happened to No-Amon?  Vs. 10

4. What does Nahum prophesy would also happen to Nineveh and her inhabitants?  Vs. 11-13

5. Again Nahum warns Nineveh to prepare for the siege, but will any of their preparations deliver them from their enemy?  Vs. 14-15

6. What will happen to Nineveh and how does Nahum depict their enemies?  Vs. 16

7. The Assyrian army was a veritable fighting machine, but how would it react in the day of attack?  Vs. 17

8. What happened to the Shepard’s of Assyria?  What happened to the flock of Assyria?  Vs. 18

9. Is there anyone who will pity Nineveh and try to heal her?  Vs. 19
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