TITUS

LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION - 
It is generally believed that after two years of imprisonment in Rome from 61-63 A.D., Paul was freed for a brief period of time – ACTS 28:16-31. It was during this period of freedom Paul enjoyed that he wrote his first epistle to Timothy, as well as his letter to Titus. 

What do we know about Titus? The answer is very little, but what we know is made known to us through the writings of the apostle Paul. It would seem that he was converted by Paul since he described him as “a true son in our common faith.” We do not know about his parents, where he lived, or when he was converted. What we do know about Titus is that he was a Gentile by birth and went with Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem after their first missionary journey and debated the question “must the Gentiles be circumcised in order to be saved?” – ACTS 15:1; GAL. 2:1. Some Jewish Christians were trying to bind circumcision as set forth in the Law of Moses, but Paul would not allow them to bind this condition on Titus as a prerequisite for his salvation – GAL. 2:1-5.
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING
When all things are considered, this epistle seems to conclusively belong to the last stage of the life of Paul, specifically that period following his first imprisonment in Rome.  It is generally believed after two years imprisonment in Rome from 61-63 A.D. that Paul was freed. It was during this period of liberty that he wrote his first epistle to Timothy and Titus, probably about 63-64 A.D. It is almost certain he would have left Rome before its burning in 64 A.D. and prior to Nero’s persecution of Christians. 

So the likely scenario is that Paul departed from Rome in 63 and Macedonia where he wrote First Timothy and Titus. At some point he was rearrested and tried in Rome. The strong tradition is that he was beheaded outside Rome about 68 A.D., and it is supported by the tone of Second Timothy in which he writes and acknowledges that death awaits him – 2 TIM. 4:6-8.

The best information available as to the origin of this epistle may be Paul’s reference to Nicopolis, where he had determined to winter – TITUS 3:12. It is noteworthy that Paul had anticipated being released from his imprisonment in Rome and making his way to Philippi in Macedonia – PHIL. 1:26, 2:24. It is easy to imagine a scenario in which he would be released from prison and sail to Crete where he would leave Titus, then go on to Ephesus where he left Timothy, and then to Philippi where he wrote First Timothy and Titus. 

PURPOSE OF THIS EPISTLE

Obviously the immediate purpose of this epistle is to prepare Titus to do an effective work for Christ in Crete. Titus was to use this epistle as an authoritative document to use in his work among the churches in Crete.

The letters of First Timothy and Titus are very similar – Paul had left Timothy and Titus in their respective places to set things in order – 1 TIM. 1:3, TITUS 1:5. Each epistle contained the spiritual requirements for men to become elders – 1 TIM. 3:1-7, TITUS 1:5-9. Both epistles exhort them to speak sound doctrine and beware of false teaching – 1 TIM. 1:3-4, 4:1-6, 6:20-21; TITUS 1:10, 14-16, 2:1, 3:9. These letters were also to encourage these men to be the examples they should be and not allow others to disregard their authority – 1 TIM. 4:12, TITUS 2:7-8, 15.
OUTLINE OF TITUS
I. Introduction – 1:1-4
A. Paul is God’s bondservant – 1:1
B. Paul is an apostle – 1:1
C. His teaching is to produce faith – 1:1
D. His teaching is to produce a knowledge of the truth – 1:1-3
E. Titus is his son in the faith – 1:4

II. The care of the church – 1:5-16

A. To set things in order – 1:5
B. To appoint elders – 1:5
C. The selection and qualifications of elders – 1:6-9
D. To describe and stop false teachers – 1:10-16
III. The conduct of church members – 2:1-15
A. Older men – 2:1-2 

B. Older women – 2:3-5

C. Young women – 2:3-5

D. Young men – 2:6-8

E. Slaves – 2:9-10

IV. Conduct in public or social life – 3:1-11
A. Their citizenship – 3:1-2
B. Their motive for proper conduct – 3:3-7

C. Truth to be followed – error to be rejected – 3:8-11

V. Conclusion – 3:12-15
A. Personal instructions – 3:12-13

B. Exhortations – 3:14

C. Closing – 3:15

TEXT LESSON #1 – TITUS 1:1-9

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, 3 but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior; 4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 

5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you-- 6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 
COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #1 – 1:1-9

Paul immediately identifies himself as the writer of this epistle, but he also designates himself as an apostle and a bondservant of Jesus Christ – ROM. 1:1. Paul spoke with the authority of an apostle but with the gentleness and humility of a bondservant. He taught the truth of the gospel in the advancement of faith, knowledge and hope. His dedication and service were motivated by “the hope of eternal life.” Paul had assurance of this promise being fulfilled because it was made by one who cannot lie – God. It is this non-lying God that determined to give eternal life even before the world began – 1 PET. 1:20. Such an assurance must have been meaningful to people in a culture which knew lying as a way of life - 1:12-13. God entrusted the spread of the gospel to men such as Paul who labored under a sense of moral duty and felt compelled to spread the good news of salvation to all men.
Paul writes to Titus, one of his earliest and most trusted companions – GAL. 2:1; 2 COR. 8:16ff. Paul refers to him as his true child or son in the faith which indicates he was trained in the gospel by Paul, and that they had developed a bond similar to that of a father and his child. He was a true spiritual son in that he did everything that could be expected of a child trying to be faithful and loyal to his father. Yet, Titus was not motivated by mere loyalty to Paul but rather by the faith they shared in God.
It seems that Paul had gone to Crete but was not able to stay long enough to help the churches stabilize before his departure, so he decides to leave Titus on the island for the purpose of strengthening the churches and appointing elders in every city where the churches were located. 

Paul provides Titus with fifteen different qualifications which are with few exceptions also found in 1 TIM. 3:1-7. An elder must be 1.) Blameless – literally meaning “not able to be called to account; 2.) He is to be the husband of one wife – simply meaning he is not celibate, he is not an adulterer or polygamist. He has the reputation of being faithful to his wife, he is a one-woman man; 3.) He must have children who believe. He has reared his children to be Christians; 4.) The bishop must not be self-willed. He must be able to resist the temptation of men in authority to have their own desires to the neglect of those submissive to them – 1 PET. 5:3; 5.) He must not be quick-tempered. He must be able to exercise self- control. He is able to withstand provocations and thus displays the attributes of a good leader – James 1:19-20; 6.) The elder is one who is not given to wine. Literally this means not lingering beside wine; 7.)  The elder is one who is not violent literally means “a striker”. He is not contentious in his nature and therefore he cannot be easily drawn into a fight. 8.) The elder is one who is not greedy for money. His incomes are legitimate and he is content to live on the means an honest life affords him. 

Paul now lists some positive attributes of an elder; 9.) He is hospitable which literally means loving strangers. He is the kind of man who would gladly open his home to unknown travelers in need of food and lodging; 10.) An elder loves what is good and is happy and ready to engage in any good deed; 11.) He is described as sober-minded. He is sensible and approaches life with a calm and rational demeanor; 12.) He is just which means he is fair and equitable in handling disputes; 13.) He is holy or devout which means godly or reverent; 14.) He is able to exercise self-control. A man who is to serve as an elder must have self-discipline; 15.) He needs this self-control so he will hold fast to the faithful word. He must not let it slip from his grasp since he will be required both to teach the truth as well as defend it by refuting those who teach error.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #1

1. How does Paul introduce himself?  1:1

2. What motivated Paul? What do we know about the promises of God? 1:2
3. What was committed to Paul? 1:3

4. What were Paul’s feelings toward Titus? 1:4

5. Where did Paul leave Titus and why? 1:5

6. What should be the overall character of an elder? 1:6

7. What should characterize the children of an elder? 1:6
8. As a steward of God, what are some things an elder cannot be? 1:7

9. What are some of the positive characteristics an elder must possess? 
      1:8-9
TEXT LESSON #2 – TITUS 1:10-16

For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of them, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth. 15 To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work. 
COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #2 – 1:10-16

Paul has instructed Titus to appoint elders in the churches of Crete because they were being threatened with a large number of false teachers whose doctrine was unprofitable because it was contrary to the truth. These disobedient men who are made up mostly of Judaizing teachers with whom Titus is quite familiar – GAL. 2:1-10 - have been unsettling to entire families, and their motive appears to be their own material enhancement - ACTS 15:24. These Cretan Jews were supposedly converted to Christ, yet they have retained some of their old habits of Cretan culture. Paul endorses a statement about the Cretans made by one of their own poets – 1:12. Titus is there to rebuke these cultural traditions so they may become healthy in their faith instead of wasting their time with allegiance to the false doctrine of these Jewish teachers.
It seems that some were prohibiting the eating of certain foods – COL. 3:23. Paul reminds Titus that all foods are edible to those who are truly purified – MARK 7:19; ROM. 14:14; 1 TIM. 4:1-5. Paul implies that it is only the unbelieving and defiled who are concerned with the Jewish rituals concerning the eating of certain food. These Jewish teachers are so concerned with defining their spirituality by singling out certain items and actions that they fail to make the more critical judgments which are really important – MATT. 15:1-14, 23; JN. 18:28. These false teachers in Crete evidently used self-righteousness to validate their claim that they knew God, but their actions displayed they really did not understand his will – MATT. 7:16. In denying God by the conduct of their lives, they had rendered themselves despicable, disobedient, and disqualified from any worthwhile work that God would deem as good.
QUESTIONS – LESSON #2

1. Why would Paul instruct Titus to appoint elders in every local church in Crete? What is the background of most of these false teachers? 1:10-11
2. What is the result and motive for their false teaching? 1:11

3. How did Paul describe the Cretan culture? 1:12

4. What did the Cretans need to hear? Why? 1:13

5. What is Titus to warn them about as he teaches them the truth? 1:14

6. Who is able to receive the truth? Who will refuse to receive the truth? 1:15

7. How does Paul describe the attitude of the false teacher to Titus? What is their actual condition? 1:16
TEXT LESSON #3 – TITUS 2:1-10
But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 6 Likewise exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, 8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. 9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. 

COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #3 – 2:1-10
Paul exhorts Titus to have the courage to speak only the things that are proper for sound doctrine. Paul emphasizes that Titus is to make his influence felt not only by his teaching but also by virtue of his godly example. In stark contrast to the false teachers who are guilty of putting forward silly, empty and deceptive ideas, Titus is to consistently proclaim the wholesome teachings of the gospel. The word “sound “which describes the doctrine, means to be healthy. There should be a distinct difference in the lives of those following the gospel and those who follow the typical Cretan lifestyle. 
As Paul stresses the conduct in our personal lives he speaks to five different classes of people. First he addresses the older men and emphasizes that they should possess four characteristics in their life. First they are to be sober which means they should be able to exercise self-control and self-discipline. They should also be reverent in their behavior which means they are to act their age by approaching life with gravity, seriousness, and respectability. They are also to be temperate which means they are to be sound-minded and sensible as a result of their years of experience. They should also be strong or sound in faith, in love, and in patience. This suggests that older men have at threefold obligation: 1. To God – to be sound in their faith; 2. To others – sound in love and; 3. Toward trials – sound in patience.
Older women are likewise assigned four virtues. They are to be reverent in their behavior and reflect their attitude of being servants of God. They are not to be slanderers or gossips. She should not receive or pass along hurtful information about others as this is not a characteristic of true Christians. They are not to be enslaved to much wine or seek solace in wine instead of serving their God. Instead they should spend their time wisely by teaching that which is good. 
The third class of people upon which Paul focuses is the young women who have the lengthiest list of particular duties. Four of the seven relate to the home. The older women are to put into the minds of the young women that they are to be lovers of their husbands and children. Their lives must center on the status of their home - PROV. 31:27. Their families must occupy their attention and their welfare is their highest concern. They are to be discreet or sensible – the idea that domestic concerns are demeaning to the intelligence of women could not be further from the truth. They are also to be characterized by a chaste or pure life. They are to be homemakers or managers of the home, those who stand guard and are known for their generosity and kindness. These young women are to be subject to their own husband. All of these virtues, including submissiveness and obedience, are virtues that must be evident in the lives of godly women or it will reflect negatively to the people who tend to judge a religion by the conduct of those who claim to follow it. Paul desired for there to be a stark contrast between the conduct of Christians and their Cretan neighbors.
Paul now begins to address young men (which would include Titus) and lists their first requirement as being sober-minded or sensible. The lack of rational and prudent behavior among the Cretans was a common problem in their society. Paul admonishes the young men to set the proper example by exemplifying good works consistently in their behavior. In their doctrine they were to be sound in speech. Paul desires for them to speak things that would edify because they are words that are morally upright instead of speaking vulgarity, profanity, or abusiveness – COL. 4:4-6. The lives of these young men are to be so morally upright that the hatred of unbelievers toward them will be shown to be groundless and without justification and will bring shame to those who oppose them.
Slavery was also a very prominent element in the social structure of the first century Mediterranean world. So it is not surprising that some of those who became Christians were slaves and needed special instructions from the apostle Paul. Paul urges the slaves to be subject to their own masters in everything. They are to be obedient to them in every way which is compatible with their profession of faith. Their service is not to be offered begrudgingly or resentfully but in such a way that they may be well-pleasing to their masters. They are not to talk back to their masters, neither are they to be contentious, disrespectful, resistant, or rebellious to the commands of their master. They are not to steal from their masters but are to show themselves to be loyal, trustworthy, reliable and honest. By doing so, they set the proper example of one who truly serves the Lord in their life and makes the message of the gospel appealing to unbelievers. 
QUESTIONS - LESSON #3
1. What contrast is being made by Paul in verse 1?
2. How would sound doctrine be properly defined? 2:1

3. What characteristics do the older men need to possess? 2:3

4. What characteristics do the older women need to possess? 2:3

5. What are the duties of young women? 2:4-5

6. What are the duties of young men? 2:6-8

7. What are the duties of the one who is a bond servant? 2:9-10
TEXT LESSON #4 – TITUS 2:11-15

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.
COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #4 – 2:11-15

Paul has identified the noble conduct that is to characterize Christians because a new day has dawned for them. The grace of God has arrived on the scene of mankind’s existence, and it brings with it the opportunity of salvation for all people. This salvation provided by the grace of God carries with it some serious moral obligations. It is the nature of God’s grace that salvation is offered on a conditional basis. It teaches people that they must refuse the type of behavior which reflects a failure to hold God in the proper respect. They must not indulge in the lusts offered by the world. Rather, they must live their lives in a sober (prudent), righteous (just) and godly (reverent) manner. These three words seem to apply respectively to a person’s treatment of himself, his fellow man, and God. The Christian is to be motivated in all this by a heavenward anticipation of the return and appearance of Jesus Christ, upon whom his hope is centered. This passage would seem to identify the “great God and Savior” as Jesus – 2 PET. 1:1. Paul is making the point that Christians should be willing to exchange these worldly pleasures for a life filled with hope. Jesus surrendered his life in heaven to give his life as a sacrifice. He died and shed his blood so we who were undeserving might not be condemned by our sins. Jesus paid the price for us as a ransom so that we might live our lives uncontaminated by sin because we have received forgiveness through the shedding of his blood. Christ owns his people, having purchased them with his blood and as a result has the right to determine the terms under which they enjoy their status as children of God. He wants them to be a people with a zest for good deeds rather than evil and sinful pleasures. Again, Paul’s specific instructions and explanations stand out more boldly when contrasted with the background of the Cretan culture – 1:12
Paul admonishes Titus to enforce his inspired instructions. He is not only to teach these things but he is to strongly encourage obedience to them and rebuke those who fall short. These matters are so important that Titus is not to tolerate any display of contempt or negligence – 3:10-11. 
QUESTIONS - LESSON #4

1. How is God’s grace connected to salvation? Define grace – salvation 1:11
2. What does God’s grace teach us we should deny? 1:12

3. How does God’s grace teach us we should live? 1:12
4. How should Christians feel about the appearing of Jesus? 1:13

5. How were we redeemed? 1:14
6. Why were we redeemed? 1:14

7. What should characterize us as God’s special people? Explain. 1:14

8. Did Titus have any authority? Explain 1:15

TEXT LESSON #5 – TITUS 3:1-8

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. 
COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #5 – 3:1-8

Paul has already dealt with their congregational and personal life and in this closing section of his epistle he deals with public life. The Christian is to have keen interest in this present life. He is to live as an obedient citizen and good neighbor.
Titus is to remind the Christians in Crete that they are to submit themselves to the heads of government and any lawful agent who exercises authority. “To be subject” is probably more general and carries the idea of granting respect and honor; while “to be obedient” means to execute orders and keep oneself within the laws of authorities. There is a contrast in the instructions Paul gave to Timothy which was to pray for the rulers while he instructs Titus and the Cretans to obey them.
Paul issues five specific directives as to what the Cretans must do to be good servants of God in their civic duties. First, they are to be ready for every good work. This is mentioned quite often in this short epistle – TITUS 1:16, 2:3, 7, 14, 3:8, 14 – probably because the Cretans were not known for their good deeds but for their lying, evil deeds, laziness, and gluttony – 1:12. Paul is instructing Titus not only to teach the Cretans to do good deeds, but to do them with zeal and enthusiasm. Next, they are instructed to speak evil of no one.  Literally, they were not to blaspheme anyone. They should not speak in such a way as to insult, slander, or speak in any way which would damage his reputation. The idleness which seemed to characterize the Cretans may have encouraged this type of activity – 1 TIM. 5:13. They are also to be peaceable and non-contentious, which literally means “non-fighting”. They are not to display the type of character which is easily provoked to a conflict but rather they should be peaceable. They are also to be gentle, sweet-spirited, approachable and entreatable. They are to display this kindness and moderation to every person with whom they come in contact. The last directive given by Paul to Titus for the Cretans was to display humility which would be reflected by their attitude toward the instructions given to them and their willingness to submit to them, which would require humility of heart. They need to realize that they were once like their neighbors and so they need to be the proper examples for them to follow. Titus is to remind them if it were not for the grace of God, they would still be in the same condition as their Cretan neighbors. Paul reminds them of how evil their condition had been by stating they were foolish which literally means mindless. Sin is not only wrong, it is senseless, and it tends to deprive people of good judgment. They had also been disobedient, not just to God, but also to every form of authority whether parental or governmental. They were a very rebellious people. They approached life with the delusion that this was the best way to live it. They not only committed sin but they were enslaved to it. They had gone from bad to worse, and this is the progressive nature of sin if nothing is done to check this downward spiral. 
So instead of looking down on those who are still trapped in sin, they ought to be humble and grateful when they reflect on the love and grace of God bestowed toward them. If it were not for the benevolence of God, they would still be in the same sad and sinful condition. God had rescued them from the tragedy of sin and its consequences, so they had no reason to view other sinners with arrogance. Paul reminds them it was not because of anything they had done that they were saved, but it was by the mercy of God they had been saved – EPH. 2:8-10 – so they had no ground for boasting. It was God’s grace which prompted him to provide them with the conditions for salvation. There is no doubt that the “washing of regeneration” refers to baptism – JN. 3:3, 5; EPH. 5:26 – since in the NT baptism involves the immersion of the body into water and is intimately connected with salvation – ACTS 2:38, 1 PET. 3:21. It is a washing of regeneration because it is in this act that the process of being spiritually born anew culminates. The new birth must be coupled with a renewal of the spirit – ROM. 12:1-2. The architect of this renewal is the Holy Spirit who revealed the gospel – ROM. 1:16 - by which men are spiritually reborn. When a person is saved by obeying the Spirit-given word, he enters a new relationship and status with God.
Some might be lead to think, since there is a reference to the Holy Spirit being “poured out” upon believers, that the process of salvation is the direct and irresistible work of the Holy Spirit upon a sinner to effect a change in him. This, of course, is contrary to the free will that God has given to each of us to choose if we will serve him in this life – JN. 1:11-12. Every benefit a person receives as a result of salvation is due to the work of the Holy Spirit who has so lavishly blessed God’s people. As a result of what he has done to bring God’s grace to sinners, they are made right in God’s sight and are granted status as the children of God.  As such, they stand to inherit eternal life for which they hope.
Paul makes it clear that all he has said is reliable. Titus must confidently remind the brethren of this lest they forget and are lured back into their wicked environment. Cretan Christians were told to express their hope with good works, and we should do the same since we have the hope of eternal life.

QUESTIONS - LESSON #5

1. What did Paul want Titus to remind the brethren in Crete about rulers and authorities?  Why? 1:1

2. What five directives concerning conduct does Paul give to Titus?  Explain why each one would be essential. 1:1-2

3. What is the condition of man before obeying the gospel? 1:3

4. What allows a change to take place in our lives? 1:4
5. How are we saved? 1:5

6. What role does the Holy Spirit play in our salvation? 1:5-6

7. What are the benefits of being justified? 1:7

8. What should those who believe in God do? 1:8

TEXT LESSON #6 – TITUS 3:9-15

But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. 10 Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned. 

12 When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey with haste, that they may lack nothing. 14 And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful. 

15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 
COMMENTS ON TITUS

LESSON #6 – 3:9-15
While the matters Paul has just discussed are to be the objective of the teaching of Titus, such teaching as faith that saves is a faith that obeys should be emphasized while he should avoid silly questions which surface over genealogies and arguments, contentions, and disputes about the law since the law had served its purpose – COL. 2:14-16. Such strivings over the law were unprofitable and vain. Any person who persists in such disputes over these matters which serve no good purpose is to no longer be extended fellowship but rather to be regarded as a heretic. This act of withdrawing fellowship is only to be done after the first and second admonition, when there is no repentance on the part of the factious person, but he persists in his rebellious ways. This action is done to preserve the faith of the saints – 1 COR. 5:5-7; ROM. 16:17-18; 2 JN. 10-11. In effect, the factious person condemns himself by refusing to repent.
In these closing verses, Paul arranges for the sending of and coming of various individuals. We know nothing more of Artemas, as he is only mentioned here. Either he or Tychicus is to be sent to Titus, probably to serve as his replacement, while Titus himself proceeds to Paul at Nicopolis – ACTS 20:4; EPH. 6:21; Col. 4:7; 2 TIM. 4:12. The fact that Paul later sent Tychicus to Ephesus – 2 TIM. 4:12 – suggests that it was Artemas that he eventually sent to Crete.  Paul has decided to winter at Nicopolis which is on the southwestern coast of Greece – ACTS 27:12 – perhaps because he was planning a journey to Spain, which was to the west – ROM. 15:24. It seems that Titus may have actually succeeded in joining him there since Titus later went to the nearby region of Dalmatia, perhaps because he was familiar with the region and the people – 2 TIM. 4:10.
Apart from this reference, nothing is known of Zenas the lawyer. It is not known whether his legal expertise was in Jewish or Roman law. If Zenas was an expert in Jewish law, he would be well prepared to deal with the legalistic Jews who were troubling the saints. Apollos is also mentioned by Paul and we know that he was well versed in the law – ACTS 18:24 - so he would be an asset as a powerful teacher of the gospel. Paul requests that Titus make whatever arrangements are necessary (food and lodging) to help these men in their journeys as they preach the gospel. Paul also adds that all brethren need to be exhorted to engage in such acts of kindness and be prepared to continue in good works so they will be the type of people that God planned for them to be – TITUS 2:15.
Paul closes with a greeting which comes from all those who are his fellow- workers and companions to Titus. The faith of Christians is such that is causes them to extend their love to those who share it with them. His closing is simple as he expresses his desire for God’s grace to be on Titus and the saints in Crete. 

QUESTIONS - LESSON #6

1. What are some things Paul told Titus he should affirm? How do they contrast with the things he is told to avoid? 3:8-9
2. Who is to be rejected and how is this to be done? 3:10

3. How does the divisive man condemn himself? 3:11

4. In the closing verses, what is Paul arranging and why? 3:12-13

5. What did Paul desire for the brethren in Crete to learn? 3:14
6. How does Paul close this letter? 3:15
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