BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH
EPHESIANS 4:11-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?   You would probably answer, yes, sure we want the church to be strong and probably think that was a silly question.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have a converted membership.  You might once again say this is a strange statement because all who are members have rendered obedience to the gospel.  To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “converted membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson to help us understand what a “converted member” means and what each member must do in order for this church to be strong.
A CONVERTED MEMBERSHIP:
I. CONVERTED TO THE LORD – 

A. MATT. 18:3-4 – Children are characterized by humility, explicit trust, and obedience.  When you see people who are proud and puffed up, arrogant, self righteous, demanding, always seeking their own way above the way of the Lord you are observing someone who has not been truly converted to the Lord.
B. ACTS 3:18-23 – Repent and be converted.  Hear what Jesus has to say and be willing to obey him. I.E. – Marriage

C. 1 THESS. 1:9-10 – The church in Thessalonica is commended by the apostle Paul because they turned to God and turned from sin.  They were a good example note verses 7-8.  They were a strong church.  Why?  Converted membership who was willing to turn and serve.

D. ROM. 6:17-18 – In order to be truly converted we must obey from the heart, not because we were being pressured by parents, peers, or the preacher.  True conversion is prompted by the heart.  You might say that I am sure that I obeyed the gospel for the right reason, but what are you currently doing for the Lord and his church?
E. ROM. 12:1-2 – A converted member will present his body as a living sacrifice to God.  They will be engaged in conducting reasonable service to God.   Do you think it is part of your reasonable service to assemble?

F. 2 COR. 8:5 – If we first give ourselves to the Lord nothing else we are required to do will seem unreasonable.  The example of the Christians in Macedonia in regard to giving.  If we have made the big decision to give ourselves to the Lord all the other decisions will be very easy – Read, study, pray, assemble, give as we have prospered, be involved in teaching others etc.

II. DIVINE IDENTITY – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:19 – Truly converted members do not dabble in sin.  They depart from iniquity.  They do not see how close they can get to the standards set by the world they seek the approval of God.

B. 1 JN. 1:5-7 – Those who seek divine identity desire to walk in light not darkness, they desire to have fellowship with their brethren and with their Lord.  If we have members who walk in darkness and do not obey the truth the church will never be as strong as it should be. What if all the members walk in the light and enjoy fellowship with God and with their brethren?  Then you will be guaranteed a strong church!!!    

C. REV. 2:1-5 – A strong church will seek and obtain the approval of Christ.    The church in Ephesus was not as strong as it was at one time because some of the brethren had left their first love.  Does God approve of us leaving our first love?  I. E. – Marriage  - Alice – 35 years this August
D. 1 COR. 5:4-5 – If the church in Corinth wanted the approval of Christ they had to  be willing to deliver the brother to Satan so his spirit could be saved if he would repent.
E. REV. 3:14-15 – What is the spirituality of the members in the church in Mary Esther?   Are we cold or hot?  Do we need to repent?
III. RENEWED AND DEDICATED HEART – 

A. PSA. 51:10-13 – A renewed and dedicated heart is required to serve our God acceptably.

B. EZRA 7:10 – Our heart must be prepared to seek to do the will of the Lord.

C. PROV. 3:5 – Where is our trust?  Is it in God?  Many are disillusioned right now because they have misplaced their trust in education, jobs, money, possessions instead of God.  
D. PROV. 28:26 – If we place our trust in self we are indeed foolish.

E. MATT. 22:36-37 – Do you need to renew and rededicate your love for the Lord today?  If you desire to be strong and you desire for the church to be strong it must be made up of members who are willing to supply their part – EPH. 4:16
CONCLUSION – 

Is it your desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?

Are you converted?

Do you need to renew your commitment to the Lord and his church?

