BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH - 3
EPHESIANS 4:11-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?  We discussed in our lessons in the last few weeks the importance of having a converted and an enlightened membership if we truly want the church to grow.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have a zealous membership.  Zeal is the driving force for our faith.  We will not act without some degree of zeal. To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “zealous membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson to help us understand what a “zealous member” must do so the church can be strong and have life!!!

A ZEALOUS MEMBERSHIP:

I. ZEAL EXEMPLIFIED – 

A. 1 TIM. 4:11-14 – Paul told Timothy to be an example, to be a zealous in his service to the Lord.
B. JN. 2:13-19, 4:34 – Jesus’ zeal and dedication to God is evident to all.

C. ACTS 2:40-42, 8:1-4 – Zeal of early converts and their steadfastness.

II. ZEAL AND KNOWLEDGE – 

A. ROM. 10:1-3 – Zeal without knowledge is dangerous, (Israel) but it is a good thing when we have zeal that is guided by knowledge from the word of God.

B. ACTS 22:3 – Saul before conversion.

C. 2 COR. 11:22-28 – Paul after conversion.

III. LACK OF ZEAL – 

A. REV. 3:1-3 – Can a lack of zeal in the membership really affect a local church?  Sardis had a name they were alive but they were dead.

B. REV. 3:14-17 – Did those who were members at the church in Laodicea think they were faithful to the Lord?

IV. ZEAL MANIFESTED – 

A. MATT. 5:6 – If we have zeal we will desire to do what is right in the sight of God.  We will hunger and thirst after righteousness not our opinions, thoughts, or the philosophies of men.

B. JUDE 3 – We are instructed to contend for the faith.  Do we zealously defend the truth?

C. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – Being zealous about adding to our faith the things needed to get us to heaven.
D. 1 THESS. 1:7-8 – How did the church in Thessalonica manifest its zeal.  By sounding out the word of the Lord and instructing others how to go to heaven.  Do I possess zeal in regard to sounding forth the word of the Lord? 

E. PSA. 51:10-13 – Does our zeal need to be restored and renewed?  Sin is in direct conflict with godly zeal.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we zealous?

Does our zeal need to be restored?

