BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH
EPHESIANS 4:11-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION - Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?  We discussed in our lessons in the last few weeks the importance of having a converted, an enlightened membership, a zealous membership if we truly want the church to grow.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have a loyal membership.  To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “loyal membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand in order to build a strong church we must have a “loyal membership” Loyal membership will give a church stability. Loyal relationships in our life give us stability. Loyalty is needed in order to strengthen any relationship we have in this life – I.E. – Marriage, friendship, and our relationship with Christ his church and our brethren.
A LOYAL MEMBERSHIP:
I. LOYALTY TO CHRIST – Do we hold fast to our loyalty to Christ?

A. HEB. 3:1-6, 14; 4:14 – Do we notice the phrase that is being repeated by the inspired writer of the book of Hebrews – “hold fast”  We are being encouraged to hold fast to our loyalty to Christ.  It is not enough that we were loyal at one point in time by rendering obedience to the gospel but we must continue to hold fast to our profession.

B. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Why should I hold fast?  Why should I maintain my loyalty to Christ?  Why should I endure?   Paul instructs Timothy why he endured it was so the salvation that is only made available in Christ might be obtained.
C. EPH. 1:3 – Why should I hold fast?  Because it allows me access to all the spiritual blessings in Christ?  Forgiveness of sins, prayer, being a member of the church where Christ is the head.

D. EPH. 3:10-11 – My loyalty is to Christ because he is the center of God’s eternal plan.  Thru Christ God revealed his love, his mercy, his compassion and grace.

II. LOYALTY TO ELDERS – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:12-13 – We must recognize and esteem highly those who have the oversight of the local church – elders.

B. HEB. 13:17 – Obey those who are overseeing the spiritual needs of the flock.  Let me make the point at this time that it is not a blind loyalty because our first loyalty lies with Christ.

C. 1 PET. 5:2-3 – We follow them and are loyal to them as long as they follow Christ.  The only way they can be the proper example is if they follow the chief shepherd – Jesus Christ.

D. 1 COR. 11:1 – Paul who was an apostle said the brethren at Corinth could imitate him, but he qualified this statement by saying as he imitated Christ.  We must never shift our loyalty from Christ to a mere man.  This has been and continues to be a big problem in the Lord’s church today!!!
III. LOYALTY TO BRETHREN – 
A. PHIL. 2:14, 19-22 – Do we desire to enjoy the relationships we have in Christ?  Why did Paul send Timothy to the church at Philippi?  To make sure they were cared for in a spiritual sense.

B. COL. 3:12-17 – Paul instructs the brethren at Colossae how they are to treat each other as brethren.

C. GAL. 6:1-2 – Are we willing to bear the burdens of others?  If our answer is no then how can we say we are loyal to those who are our brother and sisters in Christ?
D. ROM. 12:5, 10-16 – Paul gives specific instructions to the church at Rome as to how we are to treat our brethren.

IV. LOYALTY TO ONE’S COMMUNITY – You might ask how loyalty to our community is expressed. 
A. MATT. 5:13-16 – We express it by our influence and example.  Are we being the salt of the earth? Are you the light of the world with those you come in contact with each day?
B. PHIL. 2:14-16 – Are we blameless, are we without fault, do we shine as lights in the world?   Our world begins in our community.   Where we live, where we work, where we go to school, where we shop, where we buy our groceries.  How loyal are we being to our community?  It will be in direct proportion to our loyalty to Christ!!!
CONCLUSION – 

Are we loyal to Christ?

Are we holding fast our profession?
