BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH
EPHESIANS 4:11-16
INTRODUCTION - Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?  We discussed in our lessons in the last few weeks the importance of having a converted membership, an enlightened membership, a zealous membership, a loyal membership and a united membership if we truly want the church to grow.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what other characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have a pure membership.  To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “pure membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand in order to build a strong church we must have a “pure membership” A membership that is pure gives the church beauty. A membership that does not possess beauty does not have the power to draw those in the world.  What is one of the most common excuses in regard to people not investigating the church? They cry out, that they have no interest in spiritual matters because the church is full of hypocrites.
A PURE MEMBERSHIP:
I. IS PURITY IMPORTANT?
A. MATT. 5:8 – Jesus emphasized the importance of purity in his Sermon on the Mount.

B. PHIL. 4:8 – Paul declares to the brethren at Philippi that they need to think on things that are pure.

C. 2 TIM. 2:22 – Paul urged Timothy to pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace so we can call on the Lord with a pure heart.

D. 1 PET. 1:22 – Purity is important because it allows us to express our love for our brethren.

E. JAMES 4:7-10 – Purity in heart allows us to draw near to God.   How close are you to God?  If the answer is not very close then we need to examine our purity of live.

II. HOW DO WE DISPLAY PURITY?
A. PROV. 16:2 – First we want to state the fact that we do not establish purity according to our own standards. 

B. PROV. 30:5 – We begin to display purity when we understand we need to place our trust in the word of God.

C. 1 PET. 2:2 – We begin to display purity when we truly desire the sincere milk of the word because it causes us to grow spiritually.

D. 1 TIM. 4:12-13 – Paul told Timothy he would display purity by the power of his example.

E. JAMES 1:27 – We display purity when we exercise pure and undefiled religion

III. BENEFITS OF PURITY – 
A. DAN. 1:8 – Look at the example of Daniel.  If we live a pure life we will be forced at some point in time to make a stand like Daniel.  Daniel was in a foreign country and refused to follow the instructions of the King because he considered it more important to serve God than to please man.

B. MATT. 15:18-20 – Listen to the teachings of Jesus. Jesus is teaching us in order to be pure and remain undefiled we must guard what goes into our heart.  Are we careful in regard to what we allow our heart and mind to be exposed to?
C. TITUS 2:11-14 – Those who are pure in heart are regarded as God’s own special people.  If we are pure in heart we should be zealous for good works.

D. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – Everyone who is pure in heart and is a living example of purity will see God.    We will be rewarded!!!

E. REV. 21:27-22:2 – The greatest benefit of purity is our eternal reward in heaven.  We can see that John makes it very clear that nothing that defiles can possibly enter heaven as only those who are pure in heart will see God!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Are you pure in heart?

We must remove the stain of sin from our lives if we desire to be pure.

How?
