DUTY
ECCL. 12:13-14

INTRODUCTION – The bible teaches us we have a duty to our God.  The word duty is defined as “to owe or be indebted” hence we have a sense of duty or obligation in regard to God. We feel morally bound to act or conduct our lives in a way that pleases our God.  We want to begin today a series of several lessons on the subject of duty.
The purpose of this lesson is to help us better understand the concept of duty as it relates to our relationship with God.
DUTY:
I. WHAT DETERMINES DUTY?  Our attitude.
A. LUKE 17:7-10 – What is duty?  The idea of duty involves doing what is mandatory upon one by God?  Jesus is our master we are his servants, but have we done our duty?

B. MATT. 12:50 – Those who are true brethren of Jesus are determined by their attitude toward duty.  Do we do the will of the Father or do we like to pick and choose what we will obey?  I.E. - Assembly
C. JN. 15:14 – We cannot be a friend of Jesus if we do not do not have the proper attitude toward our duty.  
D. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus taught that people are distinguished as wise through the performance of their duty. 
E. MATT. 28:19-20 – Jesus taught his disciples to observe (do) all things which were commanded.

F. COL. 3:17 – We do not determine what our duty is, whatever Jesus teaches determines our duty!

II. WHAT DETERMINES OUR DEGREE OF DUTY?
A. MATT. 25:14-30 – Our ability has something to do with our degree of duty.  God does not demand more than we are able to give but he does expect us to fulfill our duty to the very best of our God given ability.

B. GAL. 6:10 – Our opportunities have something to do with determining our duty.   Some people never see an opportunity because they do not have the proper sense of duty.

C. ROM. 15:1 – One’s strength has something to do with determining duty.  Everyone is not at the same stage of spiritual growth and development, but we should all be striving to reach maturity in the faith.

D. LUKE 7:41-47 – Our degree of duty often has to do with our degree of love.

III. WHY PEOPLE DO NOT PAY ATTENTION TO DUTY?
A. JN. 12:42-43 – Some do not fulfill their duty to God because they love the praise of man more than the praise of God.

B. MATT. 23:1-5 – Some do not do their duty because they want to be seen by men.  They do not do their duty because they desire attention.

C. 1 TIM. 1:13 – Other might not do their duty because they are ignorant of what their duty might be.

D. JAMES 2:1-4, 9-10 – Some do not do their duty because they are respecters of persons.

E. REV. 3:15-17 – Some do not do their duty because of indifference.  Does this hit close to home with us?
CONCLUSION – 

Our duty includes all that has been commanded.

Are you doing your duty?

JAMES 1:22-25

