DUTY - 8

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – We will continue to study this important subject of duty because it holds a position of importance in God’s plan for redeeming man.

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  God’s plan for our life includes us doing our duty and doing our duty includes doing all that has been commanded.  

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the duty we have toward ourselves. Man must recognize the duty he has to himself.

DUTY TOWARD OURSELVES:

I. SALVATION – We are not trying to negate what God and Christ have done by displaying their love mercy and compassion toward mankind, but there still remains some individual responsibility.
A. ACTS 2:38-40 – Examine the sermon presented by Peter on Pentecost and note he told his Jewish audience to “save yourselves” be saved from this perverse generation.

B. PHIL. 2:12 – We are responsible for not only making the decision to save ourselves but we are exhorted to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.

C. MATT. 16:24 – Jesus made his disciples aware that it was their duty to take up their cross and follow him.

D. 2 COR. 13:5 – Paul instructed the Corinthians they had the duty to examine themselves to see if they were in the faith.  We determine if our life matches what the gospel teaches and if it does not then we have the duty to make the necessary changes.  The bible describes this process as repentance.
E. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Paul instructs Timothy of the absolute necessity of taking heed to him self and to the doctrine that he teaches and follows.

II. SPIRITUAL GROWTH – God has given us all the provisions by which we can grow spiritually.  It is our duty to make sure we take advantage of them.
A. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – If we desire to grow spiritually then we must fulfill our duty to walk in the light.  If we fail to fulfill this duty we will not be able to have fellowship with God.

B. 1 TIM. 4:7-8 – We have a duty to engage in spiritual exercise.  We need to exercise ourselves toward godliness.   We do not just become godly any more than someone just becomes a marathon runner.  Both take exercise that is routine.   I.E. – You cannot prepare for the physical exertion required to run a marathon by working out one day a week yet some Christians think they can be participants and fight the good fight of faith with a once a week spiritual workout.
C. 1 TIM. 3:15 – We have the duty to know how to behave.  We must learn how to behave.  We must learn to take instructions, we must learn to serve, we must learn to study.

D. JAMES 1:27 – We must learn to live in such a way that we keep ourselves unspotted from the world. We must be able to practice pure and undefiled religion.
E. 2 PET. 3:18 – The apostle Peter makes it very plain that we must grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   This does not happen without effort on our part to fulfill our duty.  Study is important – 2 TIM. 2:15 – It is our duty to develop good habits that promote our spiritual growth.

III. SERVE WITH HUMILTY – This could be the greatest problem that many of us face in our lives as the people of God.  Do I realize my duty to serve?
A. ROM. 12:3 – It is our duty to serve humbly, to think soberly, to not think too highly of ourselves.  I.E. – Problem with the Pharisees – self righteous attitude.

B. LUKE 18:9-14 – The problem of pride and arrogance is not just a problem we experience today.  It was a problem Jesus often confronted when trying to teach others.

C. JAMES 4:7-10 – James is giving us instructions how we can live by faith and be pleasing to God.   He describes the importance of humility in being able to submit to God so we can draw near to him.
D. PROV. 29:23 – Pride is a problem that must be confronted if it is to be controlled and if we desire to be honored by God.   Do we do our duty with humility?

E. LUKE 17:10 – When we have fulfilled all our service and duties to God we have still only done that which was our duty to do.

CONCLUSION – 

We have a duty to God.

We have a duty to others.

We also have a duty to ourselves!
Are we fulfilling our duty?

