DUTY - 9

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – From the very beginning of our series of lessons concerning duty we have been showing the great role of duty in God’s plan for redeeming man. In this lesson we want to consider some of the sundry duties which belong to man

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the various duties that the Bible teaches belong to man. 

DUTY BELONGING TO MAN:

I. DUTY TO OUR COUNTRY – 

A. MATT. 22:15-21 – Jesus teaches the principle that we have a duty toward Caesar.

B. ROM. 13:1-8 – Paul teaches Christians at Rome the same principle.  Paul has been put in prison by the Roman government and yet he proclaims God’s truth concerning governments being God’s minister.  What does our government do?

C. 1 TIM. 2:1-3 – We have the duty to pray for our leaders.  What are we to pray for?   That we may lead quiet and peaceable lives.
D. 1 PET. 2:13-14 – Man has these duties regardless of the quality of the country he lives in.

E. ACTS 5:29 – This is a qualifier in regard to the duty we have to our country.  If our duties to our country conflict with our duty with God then we must remain obedient to God. I.E. – You have heard the expression about a person that they “love God and country.”  Hopefully we always keep it in that order.

II. DUTY AS EMPLOYEE/EMPLOYER – 

A. EPH. 6:5-8 – Duties for those who are employees are outlined – be obedient, be respectful, be sincere, be diligent, view your work as being done for the Lord.  Be the proper example if you have a problem with your boss let them know, not everyone else.
B. COL. 3:22-25 – If I am to approach my work as doing it for the Lord then I must constantly examine myself to be sure that I maintain the proper attitude.

C. 1 PET. 3:18 – What if my boss is very demanding?  I.E. – Excuse - You just do not know what it is like to work for someone that!   Remember Peter is addressing servants who could not change who the identity of their master.

D. TITUS 2:9-10 – Sometimes problems with our bosses arise because we are not willing to submit to their authority.  We must be careful to not become defiant and rebellious just because we think things could be done differently.

E. 1 TIM. 6:1-2 – Paul addresses a unique problem that could confront a Christian in that day and time.  Do not try to take unfair advantage of them because they are your brother as well as your master.
F. COL. 4:1 – Employers also have their duties to be just and fair.

III. DUTIES AT HOME –

A. EPH. 5:22-32 – We each have duties in regard to our relationship with our husband or with our wife.

B. EPH. 6:1-4 – We have our duties in the parent child relationship.

C. COL. 3:17-21 – The real reason we have problems with our duties that God gives us in regard to our relationships with one another is that we have not yet submitted to God.
D. 1 COR. 7:1-5 – We have a duty to fulfill all sexual desires in the husband-wife relationship.  If we do not do so we could be indirectly responsible for the infidelity of our mate.
E. 1 TIM. 5:8 – God makes it clear we have a duty to provide for our family.  This is an important duty but again we need to remember – ACTS 5:29 – We must obey God first.  Can I use this verse to justify selling stolen property?  Why?  Because this is condemned in the scriptures  But we must also exercise caution that we do not use this verse as an excuse to neglect our duty to God. God must always come first.  
CONCLUSION – 

Do you fulfill your duty to your country?

Do you fulfill your duty to as an employee/employer?

Do you fulfill your duties at home?

Most importantly – Do you allow any of the duties listed above to come in conflict with your duty to God?

