EDIFICATION – 10
TITUS 2:11-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It should be the desire and yearning of every Christian to become as Paul described a part of a peculiar people that indeed are zealous of good works.  Why should we be the type of person that Paul describes to Titus?  As a Christian I should be living my life based on strong convictions founded on the word of God.  There must be something that motivates me to act with conviction   

Do I have this burning desire to act and live by my convictions?

If I decide to act by the convictions that God would desire for me to have what would be the results in my life? Certainly my faith, zeal and service for God would grow.
THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – LIVING AND ACTING WITH CONVICTION

I. FORGIVING SPIRIT – Maybe one of the most difficult things for us to possess as Christians is a forgiving spirit. 
A. PSA. 130:1-4 – Where would you be and where would I be if the Lord did not have a forgiving spirit?

B. EPH. 2:1-10 – Paul tells us where we would be in our sin.  We would be dead in trespasses and sins, but God is merciful toward us and has allowed us to avail ourselves of his grace.

C. MATT. 6:14-15 – What type of spirit do we want God to have toward us?  If we want God to forgive us then we must be willing to forgive others.

D. LUKE 17:1-4 – A Christian with a forgiving spirit not only forgives but they forget also.  We often have the attitude I am not going to forgive that person again if they commit the same sin over and over.  Be careful we need to look at ourselves.  What if God had that attitude toward us?  Where would we be?

E. MATT. 26:31-35 – We need to have a forgiving spirit toward ourselves.  What if the disciples because they denied the Lord were so hard on themselves that they did not consider that they were worthy to spread the message of Christ and his teachings?

II. REACHABLE GOALS - We need goals in our spiritual life so we can accomplish our ultimate goal of reaching heaven. Spiritual goals help our faith to grow. 
A. ACTS 24:16 – Notice the goal of the apostle Paul.

B. 1 PET. 2:1-2 – If we are to reach goals when we lay something aside we must then put something in its place – the desire for the word of God that we may grow.

C. 1 COR. 9:20-23 – We need to be able to relate to all types of people – not just those like us but those different from us – race, economic or social status, educational level.

D. HEB. 5:12-14 – Maybe one of your goals is to be able to teach others, not necessarily in the sense of as an evangelist or the teacher of a bible class, but you still want to be able to on some level be involved in the teaching of others.  Notice first it will take time, the writer here says that enough time had passed for them to be teachers.

E. ACTS 8:1-4 – When the persecutions arose against the disciples of the 1st century they went everywhere preaching and teaching the word of God.  How did this happen? – ACTS 2:41-42,46 – We can reach the goal but we must pay the price – set aside the time to read, study and pray.

III. FOLLOW THE PROPER EXAMPLE – We need to imitate Jesus and seek to follow him.  If we do so our faith will grow!

A. HEB. 12:1-2 – Many followers never become the zealous and faithful Christians they should be because they look to the wrong source. 

B. HEB. 4:14-16 – We need to look to Jesus because he knows what we go thru.

C. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – Do we truly try to follow his steps?

D. JN. 13:13-17 – If we imitate Jesus we will live a life of service to others.  The master stooped to serve, when was the last time we stooped to serve.  Maybe the reason we are not the zealous and faithful Christian we should be is that we are busy serving but we are serving self instead of others.

IV. GUARD OUR HEART – Never allow our heart to grow hard and calloused to sin. If we always maintain a penitent heart our faith will grow.

A. HEB. 3:12-14 – We must be careful with our heart (mind). In the physical sense our heart is given a great deal of attention – Blood pressure; HDL, LDL, triglycerides, atrial fibrillation etc.

B. PSA. 51:1-3, 7-13, 17 – A penitent heart will acknowledge sin. It will desire forgiveness so it can be restored to the joy of salvation. David found no peace with God until he repented and confessed his sin to God. God will not despise us if we come to him with a broken and contrite heart.

C. JAMES 4:7-10 – The saying is very true, “If you do not feel close to God guess who moved.” The only way we as Christians can allow our faith to grow is to avoid allowing sin to go unchecked in our lives. We must humble ourselves and repent and turn to God and he will lift us up (he will forgive us).

CONCLUSION – 

Are you being the type of Christian you need to be?

Do you have a burning desire to live by your convictions that are based on the word of God?

Do you yearn to be more zealous and faithful in your service to God?

Do you possess a forgiving spirit?

Do you have any spiritual goals in your life?

Do you imitate the master?

Is your heart becoming callous to sin?
.
