EDIFICATION -3

REV. 1:5; 3:14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Jesus is faithful to us in all areas.  He is the faithful and true witness and he expects the same from his disciples.  Jesus desires for our faith and zeal to grow. The apostles were faithful stewards of the mysteries of God.  Christians are to bear the fruit of the spirit – GAL. 5:22-24 – the fruit of the spirit is faithfulness. Are we bearing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives? 

The purpose of our lesson is to look into the word of God and take note of some things that will promote our spiritual growth.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 

I. PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD EARTHLY TREASURE – We should not be covetous and have an inordinate desire to obtain things for selfish pleasure.

A. EPH. 5:5 – Note what God’s Word says about a covetous man, they shall have no inheritance in the kingdom of God.
B. LUKE 12:15 – Jesus warns us of the dangers of covetousness.
C. JER. 6:13 – Can this really be a problem for the children of God, just notice what God said of Jerusalem and Judah – that everyone from the least to the greatest of them was guilty of this sin.
D. COL. 3:5 – This is a sin we are to mortify or put to death, and if we do this then we will be able to be investors of heavenly treasure.
E. MATT. 6:19-21 – What type of treasure are we laying up?
F. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – Is it a sin to be rich?  No, but it is a sin to trust in our riches.
G. MARK 12:41-44 – The widow cast in all that she had.  She could have kept back one for herself, but she put all her eggs in one basket.
H. ACTS 4:32-37 – The first Christians were not covetous for the most part.  They recognized the importance of a genuine and true investment.  They did not view their possessions as their own.  They were more interested in stewardship than possessions.
II. USING THE ABILITY WE HAVE – Instead of whining about what we do not have get busy using we’ve got.

A. MATT. 25:14-30 – God was pleased with those who used their talents, but he called the one unwilling to use his talent a wicked and slothful servant.

B. PROV. 21:25 – Desire of the slothful kills, it is not productive.

C. PROV. 24:30-31 – Excuses are the common ally of the slothful, but faithful Christians must be zealous in the use of their ability.

D. JOHN 2:13-17 – Our Lord was zealous about the work he had to do.

E. TITUS 2:13-14 – God wants us to be zealous of good works.

F. 1 PET. 4:10-11 – Be good stewards of the grace of God.  How do we do this?  By speaking as the oracles of God.

III. BEING ALERT – WATCHFUL – We cannot let our guard down or the devil will take advantage of us. We must exercise vigilance.

A. EPH. 4:26-27 – We have the right to be angry but not to sin as a result of our anger. We as zealous and faithful Christians need to let our anger accomplish good.
B. 1 PET. 5:8-9 – Would you be careless if a roaring lion was on the loose?  No, you would be vigilant, alert and on the lookout for any sign of danger.
C. EPH. 6:10-18 – We must stand before our adversary but we must be wearing the whole armor of God.
D. 1 TIM. 4:1 - We must also be aware of the doctrines of devils.  MDR – Premilennialism – Calvinism – Denominationalism etc.

IV. FULFILL OUR PRIESTLY DUTIES – Our true work in this life is spiritual.

A. MARK 4:18-19 – The seed feel among the thorns (cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, lust for other things, choke the word and it becomes unfruitful.

B. 2 TIM. 2:1-4 – Advice of Paul to Timothy preach the word, not get so involved hobbies, social and service clubs, associations etc.

C. ROM. 8:5-8 – Spiritual mind is life and peace.

D. 1 PET. 2:5 – Every Christian is a priest. 

E. 2 TIM. 2:19-21 – Our purpose in being a Christian is to be workers and helpers for God.

F. COL. 1:9-11 – We must fill our lives with truth, prayer and spiritual understanding.
CONCLUSION – 

In order to grow we must assess our priorities.

Sometimes in order to be growing in our faith we must make adjustments in our lives.

What are we truly laboring for in this life?

Is it to hear well done thou good and faithful servant?
