EDIFICATION - 5
HEB. 13:5-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Has there ever been a time in your life when your courage failed?  I am sure we would all have to admit that this is the case, but as our text indicates we never need to feel forsaken or without help in the spiritual sense as Christians.  As a matter of fact in order to be a zealous and faithful Christian we indeed need courage.

We cannot grow spiritually without courage. God desires for us to be faithful and zealous as his children. The purpose of this lesson is to show from the scriptures the importance of courage to our spiritual growth.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – COURAGE

I. BIBLE EXAMPLES – 
A. 2 CHRON. 32:1-8 – Who was the source of King Hezekiah’s courage?
B. 2 KINGS 19:32-35 – Was King Hezekiah’s faith misplaced?
C. 1 SAM. 17:8-11, 31-37, 45-47 – If we do not have courage we will not face the giants in our lives that we cannot defeat, because we do not have faith in God.

II. CONFRONT A BROTHER WHO SINS – 
A. LUKE 17:3-4 – If a brother sins we must rebuke him.

B. GAL. 6:1 – Why are there so many Christians who have fallen away? Not enough zealous and faithful Christians with the courage to go to their erring brother.

C. GAL. 2:11-14 – What kind of courage did Paul possess?

III. OVERCOME TEMPTATION
A. JAMES 1:12 – Temptation is something we endure and to overcome we must have courage.
B. 1 COR. 10:11-12 – Do we have the courage to look for the way to escape?
C. GEN. 39:1-10 – Joseph had the courage to overcome temptation.  He was looking for the way to escape.  How about you and me?
D. PHIL. 1:20-21 – Did Paul have tribulations and problems in his life?
E. HEB. 3:4-6 – Do we have the courage to hold fast to the end?

IV. CONFRONT OUR SIN
A. PROV. 28:13 – It takes courage to confess and forsake sin in our lives.
B. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – If I do not have the courage to confront sin in my life as a Christian my latter end will be worse than then the beginning.
C. 1 JN. 1:8-10 – We must have the courage to take care of our sin.  Confront our mistakes, admit we have a problem and have the courage to take care of it.
D. ROM. 3:23 – We are all sinners and in need of God’s grace. 
E. HEB. 4:14-16 – It takes courage to confront our sin and come boldly to the throne of his grace 

CONCLUSION – 

We must exhibit courage if our faith is to grow.

Do have courage?.
As Christians we need courage to approach the throne of God and humbly ask for his forgiveness.

If you are not a Christian you need to muster up the courage to become one today.

