EDIFICATION - 6

HEBREWS 3:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – All Christians need confidence.  Confidence comes about as a result of practical experience and repetition.  Text - HEB. 3:1-6
Many Christians fall away from service to God and never reach the point of being zealous, faithful, and mature as Christians because they lose their confidence in God.  The only way we hold fast to the end is to place our confidence in God.

The purpose of this lesson is to study about the confidence we need in order to grow spiritually.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – CONFIDENCE

I. IN GOD – That God has a purpose for us and he desires for us to be saved and faithfully serve him. Our zeal, faith and service to him will only grow if we place our full confidence in Jesus.

A. PSA. 118:8-9 – As mere mortal men we often misplace our confidence.

B. PROV. 14:26-27 – Why do many fail to place there confidence in God? You cannot have confidence in one you do not respect (fear).  Think about your personal life – in who do you place confidence? Is it not with those whom you respect?

C. PROV. 3:26 – We need to listen to the wise man and place our confidence in God so we will not stumble.

D. EPH. 3:8-12 – If we seek to understand and are willing to follow the eternal purpose of God then our faith will grow.

E. ROM. 5:6-11 – We can have total confidence in the atoning blood of Jesus.

F. EPH. 1:3-7 – The blood of Christ redeems us from our sins – it has the power to forgive sins. We can indeed have confidence that our sins are forgiven because of the power of the blood of Christ.

G. 1 JN. 5:14-15 – Since we have confidence in the power of the blood to forgive our sins then we can have confidence that he will hear and answer our prayers.

II. IN THE TRUTH – Many profess faith in Christ but are not willing to place their confidence in the truth he has revealed to us. If you desire confidence then place your trust in God’s powerful word of truth.
A. PSA. 91:1-6 – The psalmist emphasizes that his truth and buckler will be our shield. Do we follow his word of truth?  Where is your trust? God/man.

B. 1 THESS. 2:13 – How do we really view the word? As the word of men or the word of God.  The truth can only effectively work in one who believes and puts their confidence in the word of God. Our faith cannot possibly grow if we have the wrong view (perspective) of truth. It is inspired it is God breathed.
C. ACTS 28:30-31 – Paul is in Rome. Where did Paul place his confidence? What did he teach and preach?

D. JOB 27:1-6 – Job never lost his integrity and his confidence in God.  He would not sell out, but held fast to his integrity and never lost confidence in God. Trials test our confidence and Job passed the test with flying colors.

E. HEB. 10:22-24 – If we are to draw near to God it will be the result of a true heart full of confidence that comes from faith in God.

F. HEB. 3:14 – We need to be those people who buy the truth and sell it not so we can remain confident and steadfast to the end.

III. WE WILL RECEIVE UNBIASED JUDGMENT –We can be assured we serve a God who is not a respecter of persons.
A. ACTS 10:34-35 – We can maintain confidence the judgment of God will be just because God is not a respecter of persons. 
B. ROM. 2:5-11 – No difference between the Jew and Gentile. The Jews thought they might get preferential treatment since they were the children of God.

C. 2 COR. 5:6-10 – Do we have the confidence displayed by Paul of the verdict we will receive at judgment?

D. REV. 20:11-15 – Is your name written in the book of life? Are you confident that it is there?

E. HEB. 10:35-39 – Do not cast away your confidence but believe to the saving of your soul

F. 1 JN. 2:28 – If Christ were to appear right now would you have confidence or would you be ashamed.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you lacking confidence?

Then get right with God today!

If you have confidence, make sure you maintain it.
