EDIFICATION – 8

LUKE 12:37-46 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As Christians to be of service to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ we must be willing to follow Him. Jesus tells us plainly in the book of Luke what we need to be doing, to be a servant that is viewed by Him as a zealous, faithful and a wise steward. 

Notice the text – LUKE 12:37-46 – What is Jesus trying to teach us about our service to Him?  We must be ready and in order to be ready we must be wary, we must be vigilant, we must be watchful in other words we must be aware!  Is this really important?  Note vs. 46 and the consequences for being unaware.  

We must be acute in our observation.  Sometimes I am not a very observant person, I am not aware of someone who has cut their hair or is wearing a new dress or something of that nature.  As Christians we need to become aware of our surroundings, our temptations, our weaknesses, our opportunities to serve but sometimes we just are not as aware as we should be – PHIL. 4:13 – “I can do all things” thru Christ….. 

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH –
I. AWARENESS – All Christians must be responsible, cautious, vigilant, and aware if our faith is to grow.

A. COL. 2:5-7 – As Christians we must be aware of how we walk and strive to be steadfast in our faith. 
B. 1 COR. 15:58 – Note the exhortation of Paul to the Christians at Corinth to meet this responsibility so they could abound in the work of the Lord.

C. LUKE 17:11-19 – To be aware of our responsibility to be thankful and to take the time necessary to acknowledge it.

D. LUKE 22:31-34 – We must be aware that even as Christians we are still vulnerable to sin and its allurements.

E. ACTS 5:1-4 – The example of Ananias and Sapphira’s vulnerability to sin was exposed.

F. 1 COR. 10:12-13 – We are also vulnerable to sin but we need to be aware that God is faithful to provide a way for us to escape.

II. EXAMPLE – All Christians need to consider the type of example others see us to be. Being the proper example is important to our growth as a Christian.

A. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – What type of glory do I bring to God in this body? Do I glorify God with my body and spirit that he has given me? I.E. – Smoking, Drinking, drugs, immodesty. Am I a creditable witness for Christ or would I be disqualified?
B. MATT. 5:13-16 – Am I a salt that preserves or do I no longer have that value? Am I a light that shines or flickers like a flashlight with a weak battery?

C. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – Do people see my life and think that I have fellowship with God or do they see a person who they would call a hypocrite?  Does my life and example reflect that I walk in the light or darkness? Does my life reflect that I serve Christ and that he has first priority in my life?

D. REV. 3:14-18 – We must take an honest look at our example that we are setting before others. The Christians at Laodicea did not see themselves as they really appeared to God.  They were not giving glory to God in their body and spirit.

III. ACCOUNTABLE – We must realize that we are accountable for our attitude, words, and deeds which are the sum total of our being.

A. PSA. 19:14 – We need to be aware of things we say, think, and do.  We should desire for all these things to be acceptable to God.
B. MATT. 12:34-37 – You will be held accountable for the type of heart you have…so we need to be careful what we allow to enter our heart.

C. 1 PET. 4:17-18 – Christians will also be held accountable at judgment. As a Christian it is but by the grace of God we are saved. I must be aware of the consequences of my actions and that I will be held accountable. We need to be careful that we do not develop the same self righteous attitude of the Jews that they were the chosen people of God so they would get a pass at judgment.

D. 2 PET. 3:10-14 – Since we are fully aware of what will happen when the Lord returns then we should be striving to be zealous and faithful in his service.

E. MATT. 25:19-25 – Notice that no matter what level of talents that had been distributed to every servant they all had to give account to the master.

F. ROM. 2:6-11 – God is no respecter of person so all men will have to give an account.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you spiritually alert and aware?

Are you being the type of example that gives glory to God?

Do you realize we will all give an account to God?

If your faith is not growing wake up and repent!!!

