EXHORTATIONS – 12 – GIVING

ACTS 20:35

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning giving.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.

We are going to examine God’s word in our study and see what it says about this important subject.

EXHORTATIONS – GIVING

I. CHARACTERISTIC OF GOD – The character of the God we serve is that he is a giving God and everything he gives us is good – JAMES 1:17
A. DEUT. 8:17-18 – We must not ever forget that it is God who gives us our wealth.

B. MATT. 7:11 – Jesus teaches us that God will give us good things, but it is based on the condition that we must ask.

C. MATT. 11:28 – God gives us not only our physical necessities of life but also gives us a spiritual rest.

D. MATT. 20:28 – God gave us his Son and he gave his life as a ransom for many.
E. LUKE 11:3 – When teaching his disciples to pray Jesus taught them to request from God their daily bread. God still provides this for his children today.

F. ROM. 8:32 – He gave us all spiritual blessings in Christ.

G. REV. 2:10 –If we are faithful to him in this life he will also give us a crown of life.

II. TO GIVE WE MUST BE WILLING TO SHARE – 

A. MATT. 25:34-40 – Why were these on the right hand of God. They were acceptable because when they saw a need they tried to fulfill it.

B. 1 TIM. 6:18 – In regard to our riches Paul instructs Timothy to be rich in good works which means we must be willing to share. This is a trait that we must learn. We are nor born with the urge to share with others.
C. JAMES 2:14-16 – We will not be willing to share of we do not see the need in the lives of others.

D. HEB. 13:16 – Listen to the Hebrew writer’s reminder.

E. LUKE 6:38 – Giving to others produces blessings.

F. PROV. 11:24 – We also receive when we give.

G. 2 COR. 8:1-3 – If we are to truly give we must first give our self to the Lord.
III. EXAMPLES OF LIBERALITY – In the NT scriptures we have many examples of Christians helping their brethren.

A. ACTS 2:44-45, 4:32-37 – What took place in Jerusalem? Brethren helped brethren.

B. ACTS 11:27-30 – Brethren in Antioch of Syria helped relief the brethren in Judea.

C. PHIL. 4:15-18 – The Philippians helped Paul and supported him as he preached the gospel of Christ.

D. 2 COR. 9:6-7, 10-13 – Paul is exhorting the Christians at Corinth to give. How much should I give? How much do you want to receive?

E. ACTS 28:10 – The people of Malta provided things that were necessary for Paul and his companions.
CONCLUSION – 

Do we seek to be like God when it comes to giving?

Are we willing to share?

We can also be an example of liberality – it is our choice.
