EXHORTATIONS – 26

PSALM 90:12
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are urged by God thru his word to place our trust in him and his plan. We will engage in a study today about numbers.

READ TEXT – PSA. 90:12 - In our society today numbers are important to us There is a tremendous emphasis on numbers especially when it comes to the number of people. We are presently in the primary stage of our presidential election process and we constantly see information from political polls trying to figure out the numbers. Companies who engage in marketing are all about the numbers trying to figure out what consumers want and are willing to buy. Most often in secular activities choices are made strictly by the numbers. It is sad to say but that is becoming the case in religion and even in the Lord’s church that people want to know what the reaction of the people will be instead of being concerned with God’s reaction to our choices.

Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning numbers. What does God say about letting numbers be the basis for our decision making in matters that are spiritual? 
EXHORTATIONS – NUMBERS
I. WHAT DO NUMBERS TELL US?
A. EX. 23:2 – The principle laid out for us in God’s word is that numbers do not determine what is right – I.E. – Homosexuality - Numbers are constantly changing. More and more people are believing that homosexuals should have the right to marry - An unprecedented 71.3% of college freshmen believe that same-sex couples should have the right to marry, up from 64.9% in 2009,
according to a new UCLA survey. Since the numbers are swinging in favor of homosexuality does this make it right?

B. MATT. 7:13-14 – Jesus clearly teaches that the majority is not right. Even though they are with the majority they are on the wrong path.
C. GEN. 6:5-8 – Numbers do not indicate God’s approval. Many think since they have great participation in an activity that this alone proves that it is good. How was the world going in the days of Noah? Man only thought about evil continually. They had big numbers but did the big numbers indicate that God was on their side. I.E. – Many use this type of reasoning today. Since we have such great numbers it must mean that we have the approval of God. They falsely conclude God must be on our side.
D. DAN. 3:7, 16-18 – All the people were bowing down to the golden image made by King Nebuchadnezzar, but not Shadrech, Meshach, and Abebnigo. They were definitely in the minority. But who was right before God?

E. 1 CHRON. 21:1-8 – That we could be filled with pride! How did God view David’s numbering of the people? What did this indicate in the life of David? Concerned with numbers and filled with worldly pride about those numbers instead of doing the will of God. 
F. 2 KINGS 6:15-17 - Numbers do not insure success even though we often say there is strength in numbers. If God is on our side we are always in a position of strength. Religious groups, mega churches, and congregations assume that if you’ve got big numbers then you are doing what is right and you have obtained the approval of God. It is sad to say but many in the Lord’s church think the very same way today!
II. SHOULD WE BE CONCERNED WITH NUMBERS AT ALL? 

A. JN. 6:60-68 – No if (qualifying our answer if we are basing our success solely on the numbers and) mistakenly think this is our number one goal. Jesus had huge crowds but because of his teaching many left – but notice Jesus did not run after them and beg them to stay by promising to tone down his teaching or changing his message.

B. 1 COR. 5:1-6 – Well if we want to grow in numbers and be accepted in this community then we are just going to have to tolerate sin and not come down so hard against it.  Note the instruction of the apostle Paul to the church at Corinth in regard to their failure to address this problem.

C. GAL. 1:10 – Look at the attitude of the apostle Paul in preaching the gospel. Was Paul striving to serve and please God or man?
D. JAMES 2:1-4 – Look at our question again from another angle. Should we be concerned with numbers at all? The answer is yes if they indicate our failure and neglect. If the church is diminishing in numbers and it is indicating a failure on our part then we must be concerned. James speaks of some who were welcome while others were not – prejudice.

E. 1 COR. 8:13 – Corinth, a city where there were many pagan idols and some had a problem eating meat offered to idols and Paul is teaching you need to be willing to give up your opinion, judgment, and personal liberty to not cause one to stumble.

III. WHAT SHOULD OUR EMPHASIS BE AS A LOCAL CHURCH?
A. PHIL. 1:27 – That we always strive to faithfully do our best. That we stand firm and are of one mind and we are trying to be the church like the one you can read about in the NT.

B. 1 COR. 3:6-7 – After striving to do our best be willing to leave the rest to God! Many are not willing to do this because they do not believe the Lord’s plan and pattern will work so they seek to come up with man made plans and schemes – change-innovations-gimmicks to draw crowds. The increase that Paul speaks of could be numbers but it could also be an increase in spiritual strength.
C. EPH. 4:14-16 – If we are to grow we must be willing to do our part. The emphasis must be on each member of the body doing their share.

D. 1 COR. 15:58 – Our emphasis should be to remain steadfast-unmovable-always abounding in the work of the Lord. Steadfast whether 5-50-500-5000.

E. 1 COR. 16:13 – What ever the size of the congregation God wants children who are willing to take a stand – walk by faith – be brave and strong.

F. JUDGES 7:2-7 – Example of God’s will being accomplished does not depend on numbers.

CONCLUSION – 
Numbers do not determine what is right!
Numbers do not indicate God’s approval!

Numbers do not indicate success!

Should we be concerned with numbers at all?


No, if we mistakenly think it is our number one goal.


Yes, if they indicate our failure and neglect.

What should be our emphasis?


Faithfully do our best!


Leave the rest to God!
