FAITHFULNESS - GRASSHOPPER COMPLEX

NUMBERS 13:17-33 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When it comes to faithfulness sometimes we are our own worst enemy. Sometimes we are just as the ten spies who were sent in to spy out the land we just do not think that we can overcome the obstacles (giants) that we face.  The apostle Paul tells us – PHIL. 4:13 – “I can do all things…”  We have more than adequate strength to obey Christ thru his word and be faithful. We can overcome the giants (trials, tribulations, temptations) that we face in our lives. This is the point of our lesson today that Joshua and Caleb had that positive attitude – that with God’s help we are able to take the land!

Joshua and Caleb had human giants (sons of Anak) to overcome.  We have giants that block our pathway in life that we often view, as did the ten spies who cowered in the face of the giants with the grasshopper complex (we just do not see ourselves as being able to get the job done – we lack confidence that we can be faithful).  We must view the giants we come in contact with as destructible and easily defeated with the help of God. We need to remember David and Goliath – all the soldiers of Israel feared Goliath, but David did not flinch in facing the giant because he knew that God was with him and would deliver Goliath into his hands. David’s faith was active and he openly displayed it
What are some of the giants we must face in our life and defeat with the help of God?

1. GIANT OF DOUBT – 

a. The world in general is skeptical that the word of God is true.

i. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 - Many doubt the inspiration of the Bible – Note that all scripture is inspired, but many in the world would reply it is just a good book written by many different men.

ii. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – These men who wrote did so as the Holy Spirit moved them.

iii. GAL. 1:11-12 – Note what Paul affirms to the Galatians.

b. Many men also doubt that the “average person” can understand the Bible.

i. EPH. 5:17 – We are exhorted by Paul to understand the will of the Lord.

ii. EPH. 3:3-5 – How do we understand God’s will.

c. Many doubt the Scriptures are complete.

i. JUDE 3 – The system of faith the gospel was once delivered it is not still being delivered, but there are those who are claiming revelation from God can this be so.

ii. GAL. 1:6-9 – Paul says this cannot possibly be so.  We cannot change the gospel to do so is to pervert it.

d. Man doubters seek their own righteousness.

i. 2 JN. 9 – If we go about to establish our own righteousness we are condemned by God.  There are many in the Lord’s church who are letting the giant of doubt cause them to lose their own soul.  They have doubted the all sufficiency and completeness of the word of God particularly in reference to the work of the church.

ii. MARK 16:15-16 – We doubt we can fulfill the great commission in regard to evangelism so we create man made institutions such as the missionary society, herald of truth etc.

iii. 2 TIM. 2:2 – We doubt that we can train men to become preachers and teachers so we create colleges man made institutions to train them for us.

iv. JAMES 1:27 – We doubt that we can provide for the benevolent needs of saints so we create man made institutions such as orphans homes, old folks homes, and hospitals.  All these man made institutions are substitutes to do the work the Lord’s church is supposed to be doing.

e. Many doubt the gospel has the power to save.

i. ROM. 1:16 – Paul affirms it has the power to save.

ii. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Obeying the truth purifies our souls.  We are born again by this incorruptible seed.

iii. JN. 12:48 – It not only has the power to save it has the power to judge.

2. GIANT OF DECEIT – 

a. 1 TIM. 4:1-3 – Satan is the deceiver of the whole world and one of the ways he deceives is through false teachers.  The scriptures warn that false teachers would arise.

b. ACTS 20:28-30 – Paul warned that there would be those in the Lord’s church that would pervert the doctrine of Christ.  Many since the warning of Paul have fallen prey to the doctrines of men.  Are we just to sit back and let false doctrine be proclaimed and not refute it?

c. ACTS 15:1-2 – Note the action of Barnabas and Paul.

d. 2 TIM. 2:16-18 – If the need arises and they must be identified then do not shrink from fulfilling this responsibility.

e. REV. 2:6 – This reveals the type of attitude we are to have toward the false teachings of men.  God hates those doctrines and commandments of men that pervert the gospel.

f. ROM. 16:17-18 – Why God hates false doctrines?  Note the effects of the false teacher, they cause division and then must be marked.  This marking of necessity includes name-calling.

3. GIANT OF WORLDLINESS – 

a. Carnal eyes – Just as the 12 spies had two points of view when it came to the promised land, we can also look at the world from two sets of eyes.

i. MATT. 6:19-21 – Where are we looking to lay up our treasure?

ii. MARK 8:36-37 – What if we succeed in obtaining the treasures of this world?

iii. 1 TIM. 6:6-10 - The giant of worldliness can overcome us and we can become obsessed with the things that money can buy.

b. Spiritual eyes – This world is not my home I’m just a passing thru.

i. MATT. 9:37-38 – Something we can take from the world – the souls of men wiling to obey the gospel.

ii. 1 JN. 5:4 – If we view the world through spiritual eyes we will be able to overcome the world by our faith.

4. GIANT OF UNCONCERN – 

a. HEB. 5:12-14 – Satan deceives us into believing the lie, that there will always be someone else to do it.  So we never seriously consider teaching the gospel, it will get done and we are not concerned.

b. GAL. 6:1-2 – How much concern do we have for those who have fallen away from serving the living God?  Do we like the 10 spies who brought back the unfavorable report say to ourselves it is no use to go and try to convince theses brethren of their error because they will not repent?

c. MAL. 1:6-8,13 – Does worship get to the point where we are just not concerned about it any more?  It becomes drudgery, it is dull, and it is monotonous.  We should consider it an honor and privilege to be able to assemble and worship the Lord our God.

CONCLUSION – 
How strong is your faith?

You can overcome giants with a strong faith!

Do not have the wrong attitude like the 10 spies.  
Determine to be like Joshua and Caleb and put your faith and trust in God.

Just as David of old we will be able to slay the giants in our lives today!

