GOOD WORKS WE CAN DO IN THE HOME

PROVERBS 24:3-4 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We just recently studied the good works we can engage in and by doing so help our brethren.  Today we want to examine the good works we can do in the home.  God’s word tells us the only way to build a house that pleases God is to pursue knowledge from him and gain an understanding of his will.  Then we have access to his wisdom and will be able to fill the house with precious and pleasant riches.

GOOD WORKS WE CAN DO IN THE HOME – 

1. PARENTS TOWARD CHILDREN – What good works can we do for our children?  Do we love our children?  Then these are the things God says we cannot neglect

a. TRAIN - EPH. 6:4 – We can train our children, not as we see fit, but as the Lord sees fit. – PROV. 22:6 – Train them in the way they should go, no the way they want to go

b. EXAMPLE - PROV. 20:7 – Set a good example for them – LUKE 1:5-6 – What kind of example were Zacharias and Elizabeth for John?  2 TIM. 1:5 – The power of a godly example should never be underestimated.

c. TEACH - 2 TIM. 3:14-15 – If we have not already begun, we can begin now to teach our children the scriptures.  Do you make sure your child does his or her homework from school?  What about their Bible study?  Do you give them ant help in completing it and understanding it?  We cannot say one thing and do something else.  We must be consistent.

d. WORK – PROV. 10:5 – We need to give them jobs to do so they can learn to work.  Teach them the attitude they need to have toward work even at tasks they do not consider enjoyable – COL. 3:23
e. DISCIPLINE – 1 TIM. 3:4 – Our goal is to have our children in submission with respect for us as parents.  We cannot accomplish this without discipline.  PROV. 29:15 - We must be fair, firm, and consistent.  PROV. 13:24 – “He who spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently.” NAS

f. PRAY – JUDGES 13:8 – Pray for wisdom, patience. and the courage to remain consistent and steadfast.

2. CHILDREN TOWARD PARENTS – Yes there are some good works you can engage in that will help your parents as they train you.

a. LISTEN – PROV. 1:8 – Learn to listen carefully and respectfully to what your parents have to say.  PROV. 13:1 – What does a wise son do? 

b. OBEY – EPH. 6:1-3 – God gives us the reason for obedience because it is right – it is something that has God’s stamp of approval.  As a result of obedience there are benefits we reap – that it may be well with the and that you may live long on the earth.  Is that true?

c. THANKS – PROV. 30:11; 31:28 – You need to be thankful for all your parents do for you.  Taking the time to say thanks is very important – Remember the parable of the 10 lepers.  Only one returned to thank the Lord for being cured.  Children need to have the attitude of gratitude!

d. WORK – 1 TIM. 5:4, 16 – You need to learn to work and assume responsibility, as there may come a day when you have to repay your parents for all the financial assistance they have rendered to you.

e. RIGHTEOUS – PROV. 23:24-25 – Children can do a good work by being wise and righteous and by doing so bring joy to their parents.  PROV. 10:1 – Nothing can make parents happier than to see their children be faithful to the Lord.

3. HUSBANDS AND WIVES TOWARD EACH OTHER – 

a. LOVE / RESPECT – EPH. 5:25 - Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church.  EPH. 5:22, 24, 33 – Wives are to respect their husbands and submit to their headship as unto Christ – How do we submit to Christ?  It is a willingly.

b. NEEDS – PHIL. 2:4 – As mates we need to be able to look to the needs of our partner.  In order to do this we must pay attention and know the needs of each other and then be willing to take care of those needs.

c. TENDER HEARTED – EPH. 4:32 – We need to be tenderhearted toward one another.  Willing to forgive one another.  Put away anger  - EPH. 4:26 – “Be angry and sin not, Let not the sun go down on your wrath.”  Be determined to resolve your problems.

d. PRAISE – PROV. 31:28 – Her husband praiseth her – We can praise each other.  I.E.  – Couples who constantly verbally spare with each other.

e. LABOR TOGETHER – ACTS 18:24-26 – Aquila and his wife Priscilla were a good team.  They worked together in the kingdom of the Lord. – ROM. 16:3 – Paul says they were his helpers in the work of the Lord.  1 COR. 16:19 – They used their home as a meeting place for the church.

CONCLUSION – 
Are there good works we can do in service to God in the home?  Yes, and this is the place that good works should begin. 
 Is there something I can do?  Yes, there is no matter what relationship I enjoy within the confines of the home there are good works for me to do and that please God.

Are you active in good works within your home?  If not start today.

