SPIRITUAL WARFARE -4
EPHESIANS 6:10-20 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – 1 JN. 3:8 – He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.  When we sin we are of the evil one according to the scriptures, and it is because of our sin that Christ was manifested so he could defeat Satan.

PSA. 144:1-2 – Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle-- 2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, My high tower and my deliverer, My shield and the One in whom I take refuge, Who subdues my people under me. David by inspiration states it is God who trains us to fight in this spiritual warfare.  He is our rock, he is our shield, our God is a God of war because he is waging war with Satan so the souls of men might be saved.   God gives us instructions in his word we must follow if we are to be victorious in this spiritual conflict.
We might ask the question what is required of me if I enlist as a solider in the Lord’s army – EPH. 6:10-20 - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

A SOLDIER IN THE LORD’S ARMY MUST BE:

I. SOLID IN HIS CONVICTION OF TRUTH – 

A. JOSHUA 1:9 – God here assures Joshua victory as long as he heeds his commands and does not turn to his left or to his right.

B. 1 TIM. 1:18 – How do we war a good warfare?  By holding on to our faith and trust in God.  A true soldier is not wishy – washy or easily blown about by winds of doubt and fear.  Do not be a coward and betray the Lord.

C. 2 TIM. 1:7-13 – As good soldiers we must hold fast to the pattern of sound words.

D. MATT. 13:20-22 – What will happen to those who are not solid in their conviction of truth? 

II. ABLE TO FORGET PAST FAILURES OR SUCCESSES – 

A. PHIL. 3:7-16 – Paul forgot the things behind and pressed on for the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus.  We cannot live on the accomplishments of the past but as a soldier in the Lord’s army we must look to the next battle.

B. 1 COR. 15:9-10 – Paul only allowed his past failures to motivate him to greater service in the Lord.  He was a diligent worker for the Lord.  What about us? Do we allow our failures to effect our attitude and become discouraged?  I.E. –High morale is important in an army.

III. ABLE TO UNDERSTAND MEEKNESS IS THE KEY TO CONVERSION – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:1-5 – A soldier is going to strive lawfully in order to try to convert souls.
B. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – We must teach in a gentle manner.  This means using the approach that best fits the person’s background in an attempt to teach them the truth.

C. COL. 4:5-6 – Meekness is being God tamed, using his strength under control.

D. GAL. 6:1 – We must use meekness to restore an erring brother.

E. 2 COR. 10:1-2 – Paul beseeched the brethren with meekness even though he realized they had problems that must be corrected.

IV. LONELY AT TIMES IN THE ARENA OF COMBAT – 
A. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – Even thought Christ is on our side, we may be lacking human companionship.  We could sometimes be in the minority when it comes to those who will stand for truth.

B. HEB. 13:5-6 – We must be assured of the fact that Christ will never forsake us.

C. PSA. 54:1-7 – We are not fighting alone. God will help his people.
D. 2 TIM. 4:10-18 – Paul was lonely at times yet he was not forsaken by God.

E. DAN. 3:14-18 – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would not give in to the King’s demands but used their shield of faith and God delivered them. It is the shield of faith that makes the difference as to whether we are strong or weak.

CONCLUSION – 

Do you know how to use the sword of the Spirit effectively?

Do you use your shield of faith to thwart the fiery darts of Satan?

As soldiers in the Lord’s army we must fight the good fight of faith?
