THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW

PROVERBS 22:6
INTRODUCTION – As parents we generally understand and accept that there are certain things our children must learn to do. As parents we have the responsibility to train them. We gladly train them to talk, walk, read, spell, count etc. and these things are important but do we fail to train them in the things that will matter for eternity. 

One thing is certain and for sure training will take place and we either train them or they train us. What is involved in the training of a child?

EPH. 6:4 - And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.  In order to do any type of training instruction must take place.

COL. 3:20 - Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. We must encourage our children not discourage them.
PROV. 3:11-12 - My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; 12 For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights. We must correct our children.  We must dare to discipline our children.

As parents we also need to understand the importance of our example in training our children.  It cannot be do as I say not as I do. Parents not only have to teach what is right they must also put into practical application in their lives the thing they have taught so they are the proper example. I.E. – Teaching children certain words are not appropriate  yet we use those same words.

2 TIM. 1:5 – Look at the good examples Timothy had to emulate in his mother and grandmother.

The purpose of this lesson is to put forward some things our children must know.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW:

I. YOU ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD – 

A. GEN. 1:26-28 – You are not the by product of a change in some combinations of amino acids given sufficient electrical charge to self determine your advance from the primordial seas to dry land and world domination. You are the result of what God created in his own image. You are the result of intelligent design and the eternal purpose of God.

B. ACTS 17:28 – You are the offspring of God.  You are not the offspring of some alien invaders from outer space.

C. HEB. 12:9 – God is the father of spirits.  Man is a being who possess a spirit.  This is the part of man which is eternal.

D. MATT. 10:28-29 – The soul of man is everlasting or eternal.

E. ECCL. 3:11 - God is the one who put eternity in our hearts.  That is why within man there is an innate desire to find and know our creator. The wise man says ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 
F. LUKE 10:25-28 – True happiness in life is found when we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind. We must teach our children that God must be the center of our focus and attention.

II. THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD – Children’s song the B-I-B-L-E

A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The bible is a book that claims to be inspired.  Any book that claims to be infallible deserves our attention.  God is the author not men.  Men just penned the words given to them by revelation thru the Holy Spirit. 

B. REV. 22:18-19 – The Bible is the standard by which we will be judged.  We must teach our children this important principle then it is their choice as to whether they will respond to God in faith or in rebellion.

C. PSA. 119:11 – The Bible will only profit us if we read it.  Do our children see us read the bible?  Do we read the bible to them? Do we discuss Bible stories with them beginning at a young age?
D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – If we desire to be wise in the eyes of God then we must study the bible.  We must be diligent to know what God offers to us (grace, love compassion forgiveness) and then how we should respond (faith and obedience). Start at an early age teaching them bible facts.

E. HEB. 2:1-3 – God warns us about the importance of giving earnest heed to his holy word. When we fail to teach our children the importance of the word of God we are indeed neglecting the great salvation that Jesus makes available to us.

III. THERE IS ONLY ONE CHURCH – 

A. ACTS 20:28 – Jesus died in order to purchase his church.

B. ACTS 2:47 – Jesus adds all who are saved to his church

C. EPH. 5:23-27 – There are none who are saved that are not in it.  The world today clamors “join the church of your choice” Since when did God give us a multiplicity of choices?
D. JOSH. 24:15 – The choice God gives to us is whether we will serve him or not - And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

E. EPH. 1:22-23, 4:4 – If you choose to serve Christ then you must choose his one body the church because he is the head.  Sometimes we receive ridicule for stating there is one true church but even the world in its reasoning recognizes a man has only one wife, we each have only one Dad etc. and thinks nothing of it.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you saved? 

Has the Lord added you to his church?

Do your children know?

They are made in the image of God.

The Bible is the word of God.

There is only one church
