THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 12

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-5
INTRODUCTION – We have been involved in a study of things that are essential for our children to know.  We have made the point that our children cannot possibly know something if we do not have the knowledge and ability to teach them.  As we raise our children there must be certain values that we know are important for them to learn so we stress these virtues. 

A bible value that needs to be instilled in every child is that of determination.  We want our children to be determined to submit to the will of God in their life no matter what the cost or sacrifice. 
Text – 1 COR. 2:1-5 – Paul displayed his determination that the faith of the Corinthians should not rest in men but in the power of God – ROM. 1:16 – “the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.”

Paul was a determined individual even before his conversion – ACTS 8:1-3, 9:1-2
The purpose of this lesson is for us to recognize the importance of determination in the life of every child of God.

2 PET. 3:14 – We must teach our children to be diligent and determined to be found in Christ and to stand fast for his word of truth. 

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT DETERMINATION – 

I. DETERMINATION ILLUSTRATED – Determination is defines as decided, resolved, firm, resolute.  Let’s look at some examples.
A. GEN. 39:7-10 – Joseph decided not to sin against God.  This took great determination on his part even to the point of fleeing from Potiphar’s wife.

B. DAN. 6:4-10 – Daniel was determined to only offer worship to the true and living God.  Note what King Darius noticed in Daniel verse 16, 20 - Our children must see in us the determination to follow only God’s plan for redeeming man, his pattern for worship and work of the church. Determined to conduct our lives according to godliness and set the proper examples for others.

C. NEH. 2:2-5; 4:6 – Look at what Nehemiah and the people accomplished because they had a mind to work.  That is what they determined to do so they accomplished it.

D. ACTS 20:17-24 – Look at the example of the apostle Paul after his conversion.  He was determined to finish his race and ministry.  Paul did not even allow imprisonment to deter him.

II. DETERMINED TO DO THE RIGHT THING –  
A. 3 JN. 9 – Many are determined in this world but it is not a determination to do the right thing. Example of Diotrephes who loved to have the preeminence, it was something he had decided he should have. He was determined to have it even though the preeminence in the church belongs to Christ.  This is still a big problem with men to this very day.  Power – position – prestige!
B. MARK 7:7-9 – Many are determined to do just as they please to get their own way in the keeping of their traditions. I.E. – Easter – We have a great example of that in the celebration of Easter as a religious holy day. Easter is an annual day celebrated by millions of people to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus on this day.  Many consider it to be the most holy of all religious days.  Sad to say but for many it is the only time they even consider attending a church service.  How did we come to this point? Are you aware that the church in the NT did not participate in a yearly observance of the Lord’s resurrection. This annual observance is a human tradition that began in the 2-3rd century and the word Easter was not adopted until the 8th century.  Churches today who follow the NT pattern do not celebrate Easter as a religious/holy day because the bible is silent and evidently God did not deem it necessary. The word Easter is only found one time in the KJV of the Bible ion ACTS 12:4 – Greek word “pascha” found 29 times in NT and translated 28 times Passover.  Much more info. on Easter in today’s bulletin if you desire to have further study.
C. ACTS 20:7 – If we determined to do what is right then we will partake of the Lord’s Supper/ breaking bread on the first day of every week and in so doing recognize the D/B/R of Jesus at the start of each week and not just once  a year!
D. MARK 16:9 – We must be determined to give the proper significance to the first day of the week – This is the day Jesus arose from the dead – It was also the day the church was established in Jerusalem on Pentecost – the Lord’s Day – REV. 1:10

E. 1 COR. 15:1-4 – Before we are accused unjustly let it be known we do not oppose the preaching of the resurrection from the dead as it is the cornerstone of the gospel.

F. MATT. 28:18-20; COL. 3:17 – But we are determined to oppose that for which there is no authority- even the Catholics admit that Easter was not part of the NT worship.

G. 1 PET. 4:11- If we are determined to do what is right then we must speak as the oracles of God

H. PROV. 14:12 – Which way are we determined to go?

III. WHAT MUST WE BE DETERMINED TO DO?
A. HEB. 2:1-3 – We must be determined to not neglect this great salvation.  How do we do that? By knowing more of the word of God.

B. PSA. 119:104-105 – We must decide to let the word of God give us understanding and light our path.  We must recognize the importance of the word of God.

C. EPH. 3:4 – Have you read the rule book? I.E. – Coach your child in a sport - You cannot understand unless you read.

D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Do you show an example of determination in your study of the word of God before your children?

E. 2 PET. 3:18 – We are commanded to grow this is not an option. I.E. – Teenager I was determined to get bigger – was skinny back then – but I was determined to put on some weight.
F. 1 COR. 15:58 – We must determine to be steadfast in our service just like the first century Christians – ACTS 2:42 – They continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers. 

G. PHIL. 3:13-14 - We must be determined to go to heaven.  Are you pressing toward the goal? Is that what your children see in your life and example? 

CONCLUSION – 

Do you understand the value of determination?

Are you determined to do what is right? 

Are you determined to teach others? Beginning with our children
