THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 3
ECCLESIASTES 12:1
INTRODUCTION – If you turn on the radio or TV and listen to the stories about America’s youth what you hear will usually be negative in nature.  While it is true that some young people are rude, crude and obnoxious it is certainly unfair to characterize and cast all of our youth in this same mold of generalization.  

I want to read to you a quote about the status of youth – “Our youths love luxury. They have bad manners, contempt for authority.  They show disrespect for their elders and love to chatter in place of exercise.  Children are now tyrants, not the servants of their households. They no longer rise when elders enter the room.  They contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up food and tyrannize teachers.” This quote came from Socrates in about 400 B.C.   
All young people are not bad, lazy or immoral.  The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand and teach our children that they can live a life that pleases God.

YOUNG PEOPLE MUST KNOW THEY CAN PLEASE GOD – 

I. THE BIBLE SPEAKS FAVORABLY OF YOUTH – 

A. ECCL. 12:1 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them": It is the desire of God for every young person to remember their creator in the days of their youth.  Youth is a time for great service to God.

B. EPH. 6:1-4 – Youth is the experience that provides us with a solid foundation for life.  If we learn to honor and obey our parents then we will see the importance of honoring and obeying God.

C. PROV. 2:1-20 – Some of the most important decisions we make are made in our youth.  We decide the path we will travel in our life.

D. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul recognized in Timothy the potential for spiritual greatness.  Do you see the potential you have to serve God in your life?  Do not sell yourself short.

E. 2 TIM. 2:22 – As a young person you can choose to pursue righteousness, faith and peace.  You do not have to run with the crowd.  Take a stand and be the person god desires for you to be and that you have the potential to be.

F. 1 JN. 2:13 – You can be one of the young people who overcomes the wicked one.  Others have done it before you.

II. EXAMPLES OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO PLEASED GOD –
A. Joseph was a young person that pleased God – 

1. GEN. 37:2, 13-14 – Joseph would not tolerate evil.  Apparently they were doing something that went against the instructions given to them by their father.  Joseph on the other hand was obedient to his father.

2. GEN. 39:7-10 – Joseph lived a chaste life. He had respect for God, his master and himself.
3. GEN. 50:18-21 – Joseph never complained about his circumstances and was willing to forgive his brothers.
B. Samuel was a young person that pleased God – 

1. 1 SAM. 2:18, 26 – Remember the parents of Samuel had dedicated his life to serve God. Even as a child Samuel served God and grew in the favor of God.

2. 1 SAM. 3:10, 19-21 – Samuel was obedient to God and became a prophet at an early age. A prophet is one who speaks for God.   We need our young people to speak for God today!!!
C. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were young men that pleased God – 

1. DAN. 1:6-8, 17-20 – Along with Daniel they did not eat the unclean things offered to them from the king’s table.

2. DAN. 3:12 – These young men possessed the courage to refuse to bow down to the golden image.
3. DAN. 3:16-18 – Their faith in God did not falter.

D. Ruth was a young woman that pleased God – 

1. RUTH 1:4 – She came from a pagan background to believing in God.

2. RUTH 1:16 – Even though she was widowed at an early age she accepted the responsibility of caring for her mother-in-law.

3. RUTH 3:11 – She had a good reputation as the result of her faith.

E. Josiah was a young person that pleased God – 

1. 2 CHRON. 34:1-8 – At age 16 he begins to seek God vs. 1-3 then at age 20 he began to purge Judah of idolatry, and then at age 26 he ordered that the Temple be repaired.
2. 2 CHRON. 34:19,27 - He wept over finding the book of God

3. 2 CHRON. 35:1-2, 18-19 – Josiah lead a national revival in Israel
CONCLUSION – 

Young people can and have pleased God.

Will you please God? 
Begin by obeying the gospel.
