THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW - 4
1 TIMOTHY 4:11-16

INTRODUCTION – As parents we generally understand and accept that there are certain things our children must learn to do. As parents we have the responsibility to train them. We gladly train them to talk, walk, read, spell, count etc. and these things are important but do we fail to train them in the things that will matter for eternity. One of these things that truly matters is young people understanding the importance of influence

Paul taught Timothy the importance of his influence – 1 TIM. 4:11-16 – Paul told Timothy to be an example to the believers. What did Paul want Timothy to understand at his young age?  The importance of influence

Young people do not need to make the mistake of thinking influence is something that only is important for older more mature Christians. They do not need to develop the attitude that what I do does not really make a difference.

The purpose of this lesson is to make sure our children know about influence and the impact it has on the lives of others as well as their own.
THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT INFLUENCE:

I. INFLUENCE IS IMPORTANT – Because it is either positive or negative.

A. ECCL. 7:1 – The wise man states that a good name is better than precious ointment. A good name makes a statement about our character.  If we have a good name then the day of death is better than the day of our birth in the sense that our influence lives on.

B. HEB. 11:4 – The example of Abel – even though he is dead – we still speak today of his faith in God. 

C. PROV. 22:1 – A good name is more precious than great riches of gold or silver. As you live your life your influence effects how your name will be viewed among men – Hitler, Stalin, Osama Bin Laden, David, Peter, Paul, Jesus.
D. MATT. 5:13-16 – Christ taught his disciple the importance of influence.

E. PHIL. 2:14-16 – Note what Paul taught the Christians at the church at Philippi. Are we shining as lights in the world? These Christians at Philippi were!!!

II. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU LOSE YOUR INFLUENCE?
A. LUKE 14:34-35 – If salt lose its ability to season and flavor food.  If it loses its ability to influence the taste of food of what value is it? NONE – The same thing happens when we lose our influence.   It can take years to build up a good influence and reputation but it only takes a few seconds of indiscretion to destroy it.

B. 1 PET. 3:15-16 – If we lose our influence we defile our conscience but if we maintain our good conduct in Christ then we maintain a good conscience.  We could lose our influence among others if we do not conduct ourselves as a Christian should.
C. 1 TIM. 6:1 – If we do not do our work with the proper attitude then the name of God can be blasphemed. Paul uses the example of a bond servant who is a Christian to let us know the importance of our influence in the work place.

D. 1 PET. 3:1-2 – Our influence will either draw people toward God or drive them further away from God. How does your influence affect your mate if they are not Christians?

III. HOW TO RUIN YOUR INFLUENCE – 

A. Be Inconsistent – 

1. ECCL. 10:1 – The world is always trying to catch the believer in inconsistency.

2. MATT. 23:3 – Being inconsistent is the root of hypocrisy.

3. MATT. 18:24-35 – An example of being inconsistent in regard tyo forgiveness.

4. ROM. 2:3 – Being inconsistent in what you teach

5. JAMES 2:1-12 – Being inconsistent in the way you deal with people.  We deal one way with our friends and another way with strangers.  We show respect of persons instead of dealing with all in the same manner.

B. Be unfriendly – 

1. PROV. 18:24 – If you are to have friends you must be friendly

2. GAL. 6:2 - I show that I am unfriendly when I show that I do not care.

3. PROV. 11:13 – I am unfriendly if I am unreliable and reveal secrets – gossip.

4. PROV. 17:17 – I am unfriendly when I forsake a friend in trouble.

C. Be Quick Tempered – 

1. ECCL. 7:9 – We must exercise self control when it comes to the management of our anger.

2. PROV. 14:17, 29 – Why should I just not let my emotions go? Listen to the wise man – when we lose our temper we lose the ability to influence others for good.

3. PROV. 22:9 – The angry man is always having trouble in his life.
D. Be a Big Mouth – 

1. ECCL. 18:6-8 – Our big mouth can surely get us into trouble and ruin our influence very quickly.  We need to learn to control our tongue.

2. PROV. 27:2 – Do not be a braggart. 

3. PROV. 26:20-22 – Do not be a gossip.

4. JUDE 16 – do not be a whiner, complainer, or murmurer.  Think about how this affects your influence when you constantly engage in this type of behavior.

5. COL. 4:6 – We need to let our word be few, be well chosen, and well spoken
CONCLUSION – 

We all have influence – it is either positive or negative.

The first step toward improving my influence is to obey Christ.

Will you become a Christian today and then follow his example.

How is your influence?
