THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 7

2 CORINTHIANS 7:8-11

INTRODUCTION – In this series of lessons we have discussed many things that we as parents must make sure that our children know – we are made in the image of God, the bible is the word of God, the one church spoken of in the bible, there are wicked people in the world, that God hates divorce, the importance of baptism, that young people can please God, the importance of influence, that you reap what you sow, and about temptation.

The purpose of our lesson this week is to come to an understanding of what the bible teaches about repentance. READ TEXT - For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while. 9 Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter. 
As parents we must teach our children that repentance is an important bible subject.  Of all the commands of God if I were asked to rank them in order of difficulty, I would choose repentance as God’s most difficult command to obey.  I do not intend to imply repentance is any more important than any other command of God.  I only point out there is great difficulty which lies with man in regard to keeping this particular commandment. With that said, repentance is not a command that we cannot obey rather it is a command that we refuse to obey!

LUKE 13:3 – Repentance is important because it is a condition of salvation from sin.  If we do not repent – if we refuse to repent – we perish. Jesus tell sit to us exactly as it is.  Repentance is not the only condition of salvation, but like all of God’s conditions it cannot be ignored.

ACTS 17:30 – We are commanded to repent if we desire to be righteous in the eyes of God.  Since it is a command, it is something we must do!
ACTS 11:18 – God has granted repentance unto mankind. The Gentiles now had the opportunity to repent, but they still had to choose to do so. God has extended to mankind the privilege to repent.  The question is do we understand what repentance involves and will we take advantage of this commandment of God?

 THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT REPENTANCE – 

I. REPENTANCE IS NOT – 

A. LUKE 3:7-9  - The message of John the Baptist was to repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, but when the Pharisees and Sadducees came to him to be baptized he told them to bring forth fruits worthy of repentance.  The fruit required the quitting of sin not just the promise to quit sinning.

B. PSA. 119:1-4 – When a person repents he turns from sin in its entirety.  They do not do so in a piece meal fashion where they get rid of one sin today and next week they will work on getting rid of another. It is the abandonment of sin – I.E. – Has a drunkard truly repented if they quit drinking but continues in fornication, cursing, swearing, and lying.
C. PROV. 28:13 – Repentance is not the hiding of sin. I.E. – David – Bathsheba

D. NUM. 32:23 – God’s word says we cannot hide our sin they will surely find us out.

E. ACTS 3:19 – The only way sin can be forgiven is when we repent. Repentance and being converted blots out our sins.

F. 2 COR. 7:10 –“For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted, but the sorrow of the world produces death.”   Repentance is not just being sorry for your sins.  The mourning or sorrow must be “godly” if it is to produce repentance.  You have probably known people who were sorry and regretful because their sins brought misery and sadness but they had not repented.  They were just sorry they had gotten caught – I.E. – Judas – The bible says Judas was sorrowful but went out and hanged himself. Did Judas manifest repentance? Certainly not!

G. ACTS 2:36-38 – Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Repentance is not just being convicted of sin.  If conviction was all that was necessary then why did Peter answer them as he did?
II. REPENTANCE IS – Simply defined as the turning of the humans will away from sin and turning toward serving Jesus Christ the Son of God. This accounts for the difficulty that many have with this command.  The most difficult thing for anyone to do is to submit our will to the will of another. This makes repentance an individual choice.
A. MATT. 21:28-31 – Jesus the master teacher gives us a clear definition of repentance. What did the son who said he would not go into the vineyard do? He repented – he turned from doing his will to doing the will of his father! Jesus defines repentance as the voluntary submission of our will to that of God.

B. 2 PET. 5:5-7 – The proud, the arrogant, stubborn, and rebellious cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.  We must be willing to repent which involves humbly submitting our will to the will of God.  Repentance is a change of mind from “I will not” to “I will.”
C. 1 THESS. 1:9 – Repentance is turning from sin and toward God it is a reformation of our life.  Those who had become Christians at Thessalonica had forsaken idolatry to serve the living God.

D. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Look at what those who were Christians at Corinth had turned their back on – such were (past tense) some of you.  From this example we can see there is no excuse for not repenting such as saying “ I am just too big of a sinner” or “I have led to sinful a life to turn back to God”

III. HOW IS REPENTANCE PRODUCED?
A. 2 COR. 7:10 – “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted, but the sorrow of the world produces death.”   I.E. – Those at Pentecost listening to Peter believed and displayed godly sorrow that led to repentance. “They were pricked in their heart”
B. ROM. 2:4 – The goodness of God leads us to repentance. God is merciful and we do not deserve his favor yet he still sent his Son because of his great love for us.

C. ACTS 17:30-31 – The certainty of judgment leads us to repentance.

D. LUKE 15:11-24 – I.E. – The prodigal son. In this teaching of Christ we see repentance involves a reformation of life, a changed life.  Behavior that is different than before. Repentance is a conscious decision “to go to the father” and let him supply our needs as we serve him. The prodigal son exhibited true humility. There are many people today and perhaps you are one of them who are just too proud to go to heaven.

CONCLUSION – 

God does not want any person to perish – 2 PET. 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

But you must be willing to repent – others cannot do it for you!

What does God require?  

Alien sinner - ACTS 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Erring child of God - 1 JN. 1:7-9 - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

