THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 8

MARK 2:17
INTRODUCTION – In this series of lessons we have discussed many things that we as parents must make sure that our children know – we are made in the image of God, the bible is the word of God, the one church spoken of in the bible, there are wicked people in the world, that God hates divorce, the importance of baptism, that young people can please God, the importance of influence, that you reap what you sow, about temptation and what is involved in biblical repentance the purpose of our lesson today is to show our children why they need Jesus in their lives.

The prevailing idea in the world today is that if you have to be in some type of trouble or either you are just a brick shy of load to actually need Jesus in your life.

Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak minded people who need strength in numbers – Jesse Ventura

Religion has caused more harm than any other idea since the beginning of time.  There is nothing good I can say about it. People use it as a crutch – Larry Flint

At the risk of being viewed as weak minded and in need of a crutch I plainly confess to you that I need Jesus – No - I am not in financial trouble, I am not about to go through a divorce, I have relatively good health – but I still need Jesus and all the spiritual blessings available to me thru him. 

MARK 2:17 – Jesus said there were some who needed him. When Jesus heard it, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

I have known men who turn to God in trouble who forget about him in prosperity.   I have also known men who trusted him in fortune and continued to trust him in trials.  
The truth is that the circumstances of life do not determine whether or not a man needs Jesus.  It may influence whether or not he chooses Christ but it does not determine the need – I.E. – DEUT. 8:11-17 - Children of Israel needed God whether they thought so or not!!!

WHY WE NEED JESUS – 

I. AS OUR SAVIOR – We need Jesus as our savior from our sins.
A. ROM. 3:23 – All who have reached the age of accountability to God have sinned by their own choice.

B. 1 JN. 1:8, 10 – We do not need to deceive ourselves into believing that we are not guilty of sin. I sin and so do you!!!

C. 1 JN. 3:4 – We sin when we transgress the law.  We go beyond its limits.

D. JAMES 4:17 – We sin when we leave things undone for the Lord.  How often do we leave things undone that should be on our to do list!!!

E. ROM. 6:23 – Wages of sin, the consequences of sin, the punishment of sin is death.  That death is not only physical but also it is eternal.

F. MATT. 25:41, 46 – The Lord has prepared a place for sinners (hell) . Since all have sinned all face the consequence of being separated from God for all eternity.
G. MATT. 26:28 – There is nothing I can do to save myself from the consequence of my sins – not my regret, no amount of righteous living, no amount of deeds of kindness done for my fellow man.  It is only thru the death of Jesus and the shedding of his blood that the remission of sins are effected.

H. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – We are redeemed by the blood of Christ.  He paid the purchase price for our sins.

I. EPH. 1:7 - Redemption/forgiveness of sins is only thru his blood.

J. JN. 14:6 – Jesus is not a savior he is the Savior.

K. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only available in his name.

II. AS OUR INTERCESSOR – One who speaks or makes a petition on behalf of another (intercedes).
A. JAMES 5:19-20 – Even as a Christian there will be times when I sin.

B. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – When we sin we still need Jesus as the propitiation (a means whereby sin is covered and remitted) for our sins.

C. 1 TIM. 2:5 – We need Jesus as our mediator (go between).
D. HEB. 4:14-16 – Jesus is an understanding high priest. He has walked a mile in our shoes.

E. HEB. 7:22-25 – Jesus lives to make intercession (makes petitions on our behalf) for us.

F. PHIL. 4:13 – With Jesus as my intercessor I have the daily strength to face the problems of this life.  No problem is too big for Jesus unless we refuse to bring it to him.

G. 2 TIM. 4:16-17 – Jesus is dependable he will not leave us or forsake us he is trustworthy.

III. TO BE VICTORIOUS – Only in Jesus can we have true victory.

A. 1 COR. 15:55-58 – Only in Jesus Christ can we have victory over sin and death!

B. JN. 14:1-2- As a believer in Christ I have hope.  My heart does not need to be troubled.
C. 1 PET. 1:3-4 – We have hope because of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

D. JN. 11:25-26 – We need Jesus to be victorious over the grave.

E. JN. 10:10 – Not only do I have victory over death but I also enjoy victory in life.

F. PHIL. 1:21 – Since I believe in Jesus and have victory over sin and death then I can say with the apostle Paul “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
CONCLUSION – 

We need Jesus – 


As a Savior


As an intercessor


To obtain victory

