THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 9

EPHESIANS 6:1-4

INTRODUCTION – We live in an age and society which maintains a view of children drastically different from what they were in biblical times. Today we have children who rule the roost so to speak and have become the authoritative figure in many homes.

Many of today’s parents under the delusion of “love and understanding” tolerate disrespectful behavior (such as back talk, interrupting adults when they are talking, No more yes sir and no sir.) Parents today are setting the dangerous precedent of bowing to every whim of their children.

In biblical times things were different and even as recently as 50-60 years ago disrespect by children was not tolerated.  God in his instructions to the children of Israel made provisions for unruly children. Even though society’s views have changed dramatically the bible still remains relevant in this area. It is still the best manual for raising children.  If its principles are applied, the results will be the same today as they were when the Bible was first written.  It is a sad commentary on our society and on the Lord’s church when children are raised having no concept of respect in any form.
The purpose of this lesson is to understand the principles presented in the word of God about children learning to be respectful.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT RESPECT – 

I. RESPECT MUST BE TAUGHT - Why is there a lack of respect it is solely because there is a lack of teaching? Respect is not something children absorb by osmosis, they must receive instruction.
A. EPH. 6:1-4 – Children must be taught to honor their parents.  How is that honor initially established?  By teaching your children to obey, they cannot possibly honor you if they do not learn to obey you!

B. EX. 20:12 – To honor father and mother is the first of the 10 commandments that has a specific promise attached to it. The first step in developing into a proper person is to learn to honor your father and mother.

C. LEV. 20:9; DEUT. 21:18-21 – How does God view disrespectful children? The principle of what God is teaching is that disrespect is not to be tolerated among children.
D. If we go back to our text there are four reasons given to respect and honor parents – 

1. EPH. 6:1 – God wants you to – He commands it – Because God said so. EPH. 6:1 - It is right – Why is it right? Because it is in the word of God.
2. EPH. 6:3 – That it may be well with you – with your parents and with God.

3. EPH. 6:3 – That you may live long on the earth. Generally speaking those children who follow the principles imparted to them by right thinking parents are going to live longer.

4. LUKE 2:51-52 – The example of Jesus shows he was respectful of his parents because he was subject to his parents.

E. LEV. 19:32 – We must teach our children to respect older people.
F. ROM. 13:1-7 – We must teach our children to respect our government, the laws of the land, police and those in positions of authority – I.E. – Judge

G. 1 PET. 2:17 – Respect all authority figures in our society – In school- Principal, teachers, and dean.

H. PSA. 89:7 – Children must learn to respect God.

I. HEB. 12:28 – We cannot possibly faithfully serve God w/o respect – I.E. – Jesus – JN. 6:38
II. CONSEQUENCES OF DISRESPECT – 

A. PROV. 10:1 – Disrespect causes parents to sorrow.

B. PROV. 17:21, 25 – Disrespect brings bitterness and grief.

C. PROV. 15:20 – Children when you disrespect your parents you show that you despise them.  Despise means to refuse, to reject, to do that which implies contempt. Rejection is a terrible state to force upon one’s parents.  God gives us parents for our benefit.  We are fools to reject their instructions.
D. ROM. 1:30-32 – God makes it very clear what his attitude is toward those who are disobedient to parents – they are worthy of death- that is what they deserve.

E. PROV. 30:17 – The obvious judgment of God will come upon children who are disrespectful.

III. CONSEQUENCES OF A RESPECTFUL ATTITUDE – 

A. PROV. 23:22-26 – A respectful attitude – one who loves the truth will cause a father to rejoice and a mother to be glad. Raising a respectful child is a joyful experience.

B. PROV. 1:7-9 – If you hear and follow the instructions of a godly father and mother you will show yourself to be wise.

C. MATT. 7:24-27 – When we learn to respectfully follow the instructions of our earthly parents it makes it much easier to be wise in the sight of God and follow his instructions. Respect parents – respect God; Disrespect parents – disrespect God
D. ECCL. 12:13 – What type of attitude do we have toward God?  Do we fear or respect God enough to obey his commandments.

CONCLUSION – 

To be respected – you must respect others.

Proper respect and the proper attitude make for a better and happier life!

