WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH – ABOUT OUR INFLUENCE IN THE CHURCH

TEXT  -  MATT. 5:13-16

INTRODUCTION  - Today we will study the influence of a Christian in the Church.  ROM. 11:2-4 – Sometimes we feel like we are all alone - God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 3 "LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life"?  4 But what does the divine response say to him? "I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.
We are to be an example to our brothers and sisters in Christ – I TIM. 4:12-16 - Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. How are we to become this example to the believers?  How can I be an example and an influence for good upon those who are members of the body of Christ?  

I. BY WORKING WITH ENTHUSIASM – TITUS 2:13-14 – Christians are to be zealous of good works - looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
A. A Christian can be eager and zealous because he knows his labor is not in vain – 1 COR. 15:58.
B. I can also work with enthusiasm, and I will be an influence on those weaker members of the body of Christ because I am not constantly complaining and murmuring – PHIL. 2:12-16 - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
C. Examples – Negative – EX. 17:1-7;  Positive – Phillip – ACTS 8:1-6
II. BY STRENGTHENING MY INNER MAN – 2 COR. 4:15-16 - For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day
A. We are to strengthen our inner man as Paul states – EPH. 3:14-21.

B. Why should we do this?  So Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith.  How do we strengthen our inner man? – 2 PET. 1:5-11. We can add these graces to our faith only by studying the exceeding great and precious promises contained in God’s Word.

C. My attitude should be that of the apostle Paul as stated in ROM. 7:22 -For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. , and that of Christ as stated in MATT.5:6 – Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness.
D. If our inner man is strengthened, this will prevent us from sinning – 

PSA. 119:11 - Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not 
sin against You!  
Note the description of the blessed man of God – PSA. 
1:1-3

III. BY FORGIVING WITHOUT RESERVATION – Let’s note the teaching of Christ on this point – MATT. 6:14-15 - "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.    MATT 18:21-22 - Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
A. Notice the attitude of Christ when He was on the cross – LUKE 23:33-34 - And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.   He stated Father forgive them, and when God forgives our sins, He remembers them no more.
B. Example of a Christian who was forgiving – ACTS 7:51-60 – "You stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it." 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. Do you think Stephen had a positive influence on those in the Church?  ACTS 8:4 - Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
C. It seems that sometimes Christians get to the point where they think they do not sin, so they find it hard to forgive those who do – I JOHN 1:7-9 - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
IV. BY TEACHING WITH CONVICTION AND MEAKNESS – MATT. 28:18-20 – I can teach with conviction if I am teaching people to observe the things that Christ has commanded because we are teaching them by His authority - And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.   Quote - COL. 3:17 ; JOHN 8:32, 17:17 

A. As we teach the truth, we should not be arrogant or haughty – EPH.4:15 - but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ--
B. COL. 4:5-6 - Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. 
C. Notice the attitude we should possess in order to have influence over those who have erred from the faith – GAL. 6:1-2 - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 - And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. 
V. BY VISITING WITH THE PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MEET PEOPLE’S NEEDS – JAMES1:27 – Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. Pure religion is to help relieve needs.

A. We are to love in deed and in truth – 1 JOHN 3:17-18 -But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
B. Christ wants action, not just talk – JAMES 2:14-16 - What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?
C. Example of taking care of ones needs – LUKE 10:33-37 - But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.' 36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 37 And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

D. As the Judgment scene is depicted by Christ, notice who received the reward of eternal life – MATT. 25:34-40 - Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'
E. Paul realized that Christ will judge righteous judgment and that is probably why the Holy Spirit instructed him to exhort Christians as He did in GAL. 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

CONCLUSION – A Christian is a light in which Christ lives, a mouth through which Christ speaks, a heart through which Christ loves, and a hand through which Christ helps.  Are you truly a faithful Christian who is exerting an influence for good on the Lord’s Church that He purchased with His blood?  

If your answer is no, then you can make things right with God today by repenting and turning away from sin in your life and turning back to Christ.  If you are not a Christian, you can become one today.  You can become that person in which Christ lives – GAL. 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me
