WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH – ABOUT OUR INFLUENCE IN THE WORLD

MATTHEW 5:13-16 -TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We realize that it is impossible to meet people and not have some type of “influence” upon them whether it is for good or bad.  As Christians we strive to be a good influence upon those in the world, as well as maintaining a positive influence upon our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

In this study we want to concentrate our thoughts upon the influence a Christian can have in the world, but more specifically in this community.

DEFINITION – INFLUENCE – The power of persons or things to act on others.  The power to produce an effect without using coercion, to have power over and or change the nature and behavior of someone.

The scriptures do not specifically mention the word influence bu it is talked about in principle – MATT. 5:13-16 - "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

1. INFLUENCE MENTIONED IN PRINCIPLE – 

A. PHIL. 2:12-16 – Christians are to be blameless and harmless without rebuke and are to shine as lights - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
B. 1 PET. 2:9-11 – Christians must be distinctively different from those who are in the world if we are not then why should they want what we have as children of God - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul,
C. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – The perfect example of Christ influences us to follow him - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth";  23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

D. 1 PET. 1:14-16 – Why follow Jesus? – He is holy - as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy.
E. PROV. 22:1 – We want our influence to be preserved because we wear the name Christian - A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor rather than silver and gold. 

F. TITUS 3:8 – In order to have an influence for good we must be full of good works and careful to maintain them - This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. 

2. HOW CAN I HAVE AN INFLUENCE FOR GOOD UPON THOSE IN THE WORLD? – 

A. BY REFELCTING THE CHARACTER OF GOD – 

1. Being a partaker of the divine nature – 2 PET. 1:3-4 - as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
2. We can only reflect the character of God if we are pure – 1 JN. 1:1-3 -Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

3. We can only reflect the character of God if we walk in the light - 1 JN. 1:5-7 - This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin
4. Since God is light I need to act as a child of light – EPH. 5:8 - For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.
B. BY HAVING SOUND SPEECH – 

1. James warns of the dangers of the tongue – 
a. JAMES 3:8-10 - But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.
b. JAMES 1:26 - If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.
c. JAMES 3:1-2 - My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.

2. Speech we should and should not use - 
a. COL. 3:8-10 – But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 

b. EPH. 5:3-4 - But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
c. EPH. 4:25 - Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.
C. LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY SO THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT BLASPHEMED – 

1. TITUS 2:1-5 -  But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed
2. 1 TIM. 1:19-20 – Example of those who caused the word of God to be blasphemed – What type of influence did they have?  having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

3. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Notice the condition of those who fall away - For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire."
4. PHIL. 1:27 – Is our conduct worthy of the gospel? Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,
D. SHOWING CONCERN FOR THE LOST –

1. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – It is God’s desire for all to be saved - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2. 2 PET. 3:9 – God is granting time for all to repent - The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

3. EZK. 33:1-9 – I must be concerned for the souls of men - Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 "Son of man, speak to the children of your people, and say to them: 'When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from their territory and make him their watchman, 3 when he sees the sword coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, 4 then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head. 5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes warning will save his life. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at the watchman's hand.' 7 "So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. 8 When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall surely die!' and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 

CONCLUSION – 

What if every Christian in this congregation had the influence I have?

Do I by influence attract men to God or drive them away?

If I by my life drive men away from God then I need to repent so I can begin to have the proper influence for God and attract men to the soul saving message of the gospel.

If as I evaluate my life I realize I can truly have no influence for God because I have not submitted to him you can do so today!!!    OBEY THE GOSPEL

