WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH - FORGIVENESS
LUKE 23:34

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on various subjects in the bible. We are urged by God thru his word to obtain forgiveness. This is the topic of our study today.

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Forgiveness– The word as used in the scriptures means – to send forth, to send away, to remit , to cancel completely, to cover, to bestow a favor unconditionally whether divine or human, to let loose from, to release  I
READ TEXT – In our text we see the great example of Jesus being willing to extend forgiveness to the very people who were taking his life. 
Why is forgiveness needed? The Bible is clear – ROM. 3:23; EZK. 18:20; PSA. 1:4-6. Today in our lesson we will examine what God’s word teaches concerning the subject of forgiveness and forgiving.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH – FORGIVENESS
I. WHY DOES GOD FORGIVE? What is his attitude toward us?
A. PSA. 86:5 – In dealing with forgiveness of our sins God always stands ready to forgive? He is abundant in mercy!
B. PSA. 103: 8-10 – God chooses to forgive and display compassion, mercy, and love.  If God gave us what we truly deserve then we would all receive the death sentence.

C. DAN. 9:9 – God forgives because this is something that belongs to him and to him alone.  

D. MATT. 9:2-6 – God forgives for he alone has the power to do so.

E. EPH. 1:7 – God forgives because he sent his Son to shed his blood so this forgiveness would be possible.

F. MATT. 26:28 – This blood which has the power to forgive sins was shed for all.

II. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN TRUE FORGIVENESS?
A. ISA. 1:18 – Our sins thou as scarlet are made as white as snow.

B. JER. 31:34 – There is no more remembrance of our sins with God. What about when we supposedly forgive others? Do we continue to remember?

C. MATT. 6:12, 14-15 – Since we desire forgiveness we must extend forgiveness to others.

D. EPH. 4:32 – God thru the apostle Paul commands the forgiven to forgive.  How are we doing at following this command?

E. MATT. 18:27-35 – The willingness to extend brotherly love and forgive others since we have been forgiven.

F. EPH. 2:8-10 – If we desire to receive forgiveness then we must be willing to respond to the grace of God with our faith and obedience.
III. HOW DO WE RECEIVE FORGIVENESS? 

A. PSA. 32:1 – By our sins being covered. How are our sins covered?

B. HEB. 9:22 – Our sins are covered by the blood of Christ and without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.

C. 2 PET. 3:9 – First, we must recognize our need to repent or else we will perish. God does not want anyone to perish.

D. 2 CHRON. 7:14 – The act or repenting will not occur in our life if we do not unless we have the ability to humble ourselves before God. This principle of humility is required in regard to repentance whether we are a child of God or one who is not yet a Christian.

E. JER. 36:3 - We must turn from evil if we desire to be forgiven of our sins.

F. LUKE 13:3, 5 – We cannot be saved if we refuse to believe that Jesus shed his blood on our behalf and that we must repent.
G. ACTS 2:36-38 – Forgiveness of sins is always based on repentance. Peter told them they must repent which means to turn from sin and to turn to Jesus by being baptized into his death for the forgiveness of our sins.

H. COL. 2:13-14 – We were dead in sin – but now we are made alive and our sins are forgiven when we are buried with him in baptism.

CONCLUSION – 

Do we need forgiveness? YES

Will God forgive us? YES
Do we understand what is involved in true forgiveness? YES

Can we receive forgiveness? YES – today

Do we forgive others? 
