WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH – GOD’S NATURE - 1
2 PETER 1:4

INTRODUCTION – We are exhorted by Peter to be partakers of the divine nature.   In order to be partakers of the divine nature we must first understand what makes up the nature of God.  The purpose of this lesson is to help us begin to understand what the bible says about the nature of God.
NATURE OF GOD:

I. GOD IS SPIRIT – 

A. GEN. 1:1-2, 6:3 – From the very beginning we see the nature of God is depicted as a spirit. The Spirit of God was involved in creation.

B. JOB 33:4 – The Spirit of God gives life.  If we are to truly to recognize the nature of God we must come to the understanding that God alone is the creator, giver, and sustainer of life.

C. PSA. 143:10 – The nature of the Spirit of God is good.   The very nature of God opposes evil and chooses that which is good. Look at all the good things God supplies for us both physically (air we breathe and water we drink) and spiritually (mercy, grace, love, forgiveness)
D. PSA. 51:12 – The nature of God is generous (JN. 10:10) we can never out give God.   He has provided us with the free gift of salvation thru his Son.  The generosity of God is prompted by his love for us.
E. JN. 4:23-24 – Jesus acknowledges the fact that God is a Spirit.  If we are to worship God in a way that pleases him we must worship the God who is Spirit with our spirit. Our fellowship with God is spirit to spirit. 
II. GOD IS INTELLIGENT – 

A. PROV. 14:12 – Sometimes in our arrogance we do not acknowledge the wisdom of God.  We think we can find a better way (shortcut) to please God.
B. ISA. 55:8-9 – God is so intelligent that we cannot begin to think on his level, but often we think we are smarter than God.  His ways are not our ways.  When we study Ezekiel we find out that God would judge them according to their ways.   God had given them his instructions but in their wisdom they thought they could do it their way and still be pleasing to God.
C. JER. 10:12, 23 – Just look at the way our world functions and you see the wisdom of God.  When people ignored the words of God given by the prophet Jeremiah they begin to worship and serve idols. I.E. – Look at what happens today when people ignore what God states regarding marriage.   One man –one woman for life with one exception.  The moral bankruptcy of our nation is a direct result of disregarding what God states to be true concerning the family.
D. ROM. 11:33-36 – Who is smart enough to explain the mind of the Lord or to give him counsel?  Is it you?
E. ISA. 40:12-14 – Does anyone dare to challenge the wisdom of the creator?  Are you his director, instructor, or counselor?
III. GOD IS JEALOUS – 

A. EX. 20:3-5 – Because God is the one and only God he is indeed a jealous God.  He will not stand for his people having any other gods before him.
B. DEUT. 4:23-24, 6:14-15 – God does not want his people to get involved .in idolatry and worship of other gods.  His desire is for them to serve and worship only him.  Do we allow other things in this life to come between us and our service and worship of God?
C. JOSH. 24:14-21 – Joshua warned the people of God what would happen if they forsook the Lord and went after other gods.  God would harm and consume his people even after doing good for them because God is a jealous God.
D. 1 COR. 10:14-22 – How did God deal with his chosen people Israel when they went after other gods?  How do we think God will deal with us if we claim to be his people and partake of the table of demons?  When we claim to love and serve God but we pursue the things of the world God becomes jealous!!!
E. PSA. 78:56-64 – Just look at how God dealt with his chosen people. He is indeed a jealous God!!!
CONCLUSION – 
God is a spirit but he reveals his nature to us in his word. 
Do we understand the all knowing nature and wisdom of God?

Do we submit to his wisdom?

God is good and generous – salvation is available to all!!!
Take advantage of it today
