WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH – GOD’S NATURE - 3

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on the nature of God.   We need to understand the nature of the God as we seek to serve and worship him.  The purpose of these lessons is to help us begin to understand what the bible says about the nature of God.

THE NATURE OF GOD:
I. GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE – We do not serve a wishy-washy God one who thinks one way one day and another way the next.

A. JAMES 1:17 – With God there is no variation or turning from his purpose.  With God we know what to expect.   Have you ever worked with someone that from day to day you did not know what to expect and who would show up.

B. MAL. 3:6 – Note what the prophet said about God and his nature.  Today it is popular and politically correct to talk about and promote change, but God does not change his nature is constant.

C. JOB 23:13 – Job asked the rhetorical question, “Who can make Him change?”  The obvious answer is no one.

D. PROV. 6:16-19 - What the Lord hated in the days of Solomon he still hates today.   God hates evil.
E. PROV. 8:13 – Do we as the children of God hate evil or do we just tolerate it today?  I.E. – MAL. 2:16 – Divorce, but man says it is OK for any reason!!!

F. PSA. 11:7 – Just as much as the Lord hates evil he loves righteousness.   If we desire to be partakers of the divine nature of God we must hate evil but love righteousness.  What are you pursuing in your life?

II. GOD IS HOLY – He is pure, free from defilement.
A. PSA. 99:9; 111:9 – The Psalmist clearly states that the Lord is holy.  His name is holy.  He has sent redemption to his people.
B. 1 SAM. 2:2 – No one is holy like the Lord.   He is a rock you can depend on.  Unlike men who will consistently let you down with their poor decisions and choices.

C. MARK 1:24 – Even Satan and his demons recognized the holiness of Christ.   They acknowledged his deity and that he was the holy one of God!!!

D. 1 PET. 1:13-16 – We know God is holy but how about us?  We are to be holy in all our conduct.  Why, because God is holy!!!  Jesus is coming again.

E. 2 PET. 3:10-13 – Since we realize God cannot lie we need to be prepared for the 2nd coming of his son and we show we are prepared by being holy in all our conduct.   God is holy so we must be holy, it is not an option.
III. GOD IS LONGSUFFERING – God is a God of patience one who suffers long with his people.
A. 1 PET. 3:18-20 – God was longsuffering in the days of noah and his is longsuffering today.

B. NUM. 14:11-18 – God thought about destroying his people and Moses intercede on their behalf.  In the end the longsuffering of God prevailed again.
C. PSA. 86:15 – The Psalmist describes God as one who is longsuffering, full of compassion, full of grace (favor).   Where would you and I be if it were not for the longsuffering and grace of God?   Eternally lost. 
D. 2 PET. 3:9, 15 - The apostle Peter by inspiration answers for us.  It is only the longsuffering of God that keeps us from perishing.   The longsuffering of God is directly connected salvation.  It always has been – Noah, Wilderness, captivity, even until today.
E. JAMES 5:10-11 – We need patience also.  Job had it and he endured if we are to endure we must possess patience – Note the words of Jesus - LUKE 21:19 - By your patience possess your souls. 

CONCLUSION – 

God will not change, we must change.

God is holy, but we can be holy also.

God desires for all men to be saved.

God is patiently waiting for us to respond to his longsuffering and mercy.
