WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH - HUMILITY
1 PETER 5:5-6 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The Bible talks about many characteristics that we need in our lives but none is more important than humility.  We do not live in a society that stresses this fact.  We live in a world that emphasizes self promotion and self gratification.  The purpose of this lesson is to learn what the Bible has to say about the subject of humility.

Read – 1 PETER 5:5-6 – The question is do we want the mercy and favor of God? Or do we want God to resist us? If our answer is yes we want the mercy of God then we must live a life of humility in service to God.  If we refuse to submit to God then he will resist us.
HUMILITY:

I. BIBLE EXAMPLES – The examples of those who exemplified humility in their lives and service to God are to numerous to name, but we will look at a few given to us in the word of God.

A. JOHN 1:29-34 – John the Baptist – He pointed out that Jesus was the Lamb of God.  Do we have the humility to put Christ first in our lives?

B. MARK 1:4-7- How did John view himself? He stated he was not worthy to loose his sandals.

C. ACTS 10:32-35 – Cornelius - He displayed his humility by gathering his household to hear what God say to them thru Peter.
D. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Jesus – The greatest example of humility.  

E. 2 COR. 4:5 - Paul – Paul preached Christ not himself.  He was not promoting Paul.  He had the opportunity to do this, but he refused – 1 COR. 1:10-13 

II. HUMILTIY VS. PRIDE – The opposite characteristic of humility is pride.  It is something that has always plagued man.
A. DEUT. 8:1-3 – Humility is that which allows us to place our trust in God.

B. LUKE 14:7-11 – Jesus teaches us in this parable that self exaltation does not please God.

C. LUKE 18:9-14 – Jesus teaches us in another parable that those who trust in themselves do not please God.  Only those who humble themselves to God will truly be exalted.
D. MATT. 23:1-12 – Do men today disobey the teachings of Christ and exalt themselves with various titles desiring to be recognized by men as someone who is worthy of adoration and praise?

E. PROV. 29:23 – The wise man states those who remain humble will retain the honor of God.  Whose honor would we rather receive God’s or man’s?

III. HUMILITY AND SERVICE – The Bible never attempts to separate humility from service to God rather it links the two together.
A. MATT. 18:1-4 – First we cannot be converted without humility, and then we certainly cannot serve God without this characteristic.  Greatness in service to God is always associated with humility.

B. JN. 13:12-17 – Jesus taught his disciples that humility allows us to serve others.

C. MATT. 21:28-31 – Have you ever regretted acting with pride?  God is looking for us to repent like the son did and go to work in his vineyard. He wants us to get results.  Results that are the product of a humble and obedient faith.

D. LUKE 21:1-4 – Why did Jesus say she put in more than all the rich?  Obviously she did not literally put into the treasury more than the rich, but what was the difference?  What allowed her to give in this manner?  Humility!!!  Humility gives you the ability to put God first!!!  
E. MATT. 25:34-40 – Why did the King acknowledge those on his right hand?   Because they had the humility to serve God, serve others and place self last.

CONCLUSION – 

The Bible teaches we need humility.

Do we have the characteristic of humility in our lives?

If not then begin today by humbly serving God!!!
