WHY DID CHRIST DIE FOR US? - 3
1 THESSALONIANS 5:9-10

INTRODUCTION – 1 THESS. 5:9-10 - For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.
Paul declares to the church at Thessalonica that Christ died for us.  Do we ever stop and contemplate why he was willing to do that for you and me?  Christ gives us his mission statement in the gospel of Luke – LUKE 19:10 – We know he came to seek and save the lost but why did he die.  It was so salvation would be available for you and me.

WHY DID CHRIST DIE?
I. RECONCILIATION – So we would no longer be at enmity with God because of our sins.  We could be allowed to once again be the friend of God.  I.E. – Elementary school children who fight with a friend soon want to be friends again.
A. ROM. 5:10-11 – Sin separates us from God. It causes God to view us as enemies and on the side of Satan.  We are either for God or against him the choice is totally up to you and me.

B. 2 COR. 5:18-20 – We are reconciled to God thru Christ.  He shed his blood so we could be reconciled.  God views us as reconciled by viewing us thru the lens stained with the blood of Jesus.

C. COL. 1:19-23 – When we are reconciled by the blood of Christ we are made holy, blameless, and beyond reproach if we will continue grounded and steadfast in the faith.
D. EPH. 2:14-18 – The Jews and Gentiles were reconciled in one body in Christ – the church.

II. RESURRECTION – Christ died so he could be raised and so we could be raised also.
A. ROM. 1:1-4 – Paul declares Jesus proves his claim to deity as the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead.
B. ROM. 6:3-11 – If we are to be like him in the resurrection then we must be united with him in the likeness of his death.  That is what happens when we are baptized we are buried and then raised to walk in newness of life.
C. 1 PET. 1:3-10 – We have a living hope because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

D. 1 THESS. 5:9-11 – Paul reassures the brethren at Thessalonica there will be the resurrection of the dead.

E. 1 COR. 15:12-22 – Paul affirms the resurrection of Christ took place so we can know with certainty that we also will be resurrected.  If it did not take place Paul states their preaching is in vain.

III. AUTHORITY – By overcoming death Jesus was granted all authority.
A. MATT. 7:28-29 – The Jews recognized the teachings of Jesus were authoritative.

B. MATT. 28:18-20 – Jesus claims after his resurrection to have all authority.

C. JN. 17:1-3 – God gave Jesus all authority even to the point of giving eternal life.

D. COL. 3:17 – Paul states whatever we do in word or deed we must have the authority of Christ.

IV. LOVE FOR US - Jesus died for us because God loved us.
A. JN. 3:16 – God loved us enough to give his Son so we would not have to perish.
B. ROM. 5:6-8 – God loved us while we were yet sinners!
C. JN. 13:34-35 – How will people know if we love Jesus?  Only if we manifest love toward one another.
D. EPH. 3:16-19 – Christ died for us so we could know the love of Christ.  Do you know that love of Christ? 
CONCLUSION – 

Do you know that love of Christ? 

Do you know it is because of this love he died for you?

Will you respond to his love and mercy and grace today?

