WISDOM REVEALED – THE FOLLY OF FOOLS

PROVERBS 1:1-3
INTRODUCTION – Do we desire the wisdom of God in our life?   If your answer is yes then it is imperative that we study the book of Proverbs.  The goal of Proverbs is to impart wisdom. God desires for us to know wisdom and instruction and to receive it. 

The wisdom of God is revealed to us in this book, but it is up to us to decide whether we will act upon the divine instructions in regard to our life.  One way to learn about something is to consider its opposite. If we want to understand what is wisdom then we must know what folly is! Do you want to be wise?  Then don't be a fool!

We are continuing our series of lessons based on topics from the pages of inspiration revealed to us by the wisdom of God.

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the folly of the fool.

Definition – Fool – The word is used in the scriptures with respect to moral more than to intellectual deficiencies.  It is not that the fool does have or lacks in mental powers but the fool is one who misuses them.  In the scriptures the fool is the one who casts off the fear of God and thinks and acts with little or no regard for the eternal principles of God’s word.  One who acts without counsel and does not consider what he does but is willing to do it anyway.
A fool despises wisdom and walks in folly. Let’s begin our study and look at some characteristics of a fool according to the word of God.

THE FOLLY OF FOOLS:

I. WHO IS A FOOL?
A. PROV. 12:15 – In his own eyes he can do no wrong.  The fool trusts in himself.  Do we have the mark of a fool?

B. PROV. 28:26 - The fool trusts in his own heart.   He is not willing to trust in God.   Have you ever experienced the dangers associated with trusting in yourself? 

C. PROV. 3:5-6 – Who does the wise man, say we should trust?   How do we display our trust?
D. PROV. 1:7 – A fool is one who is deaf to instruction.  Not only is he deaf but he despises the instructions anyone tries to give it him.  The fool refuses wise counsel.

E. PROV. 15:5 – The fool even despises the instruction of his Father. The very one who would have his best interest at heart. 
F. PROV. 17:10 – The fool cannot be disciplined.  In other words he will not respond in a favorable way to correction.
II. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF A FOOL?
A. PROV. 14:9 – The fool commits evil and even makes fun of sin.

B. PROV. 14:29 – The fool is impulsive – acts without consideration of the consequences.

C. PROV. 29:11 – A fool always vents all his feelings and always lets you know what is own his mind.

D. PROV. 18:2 – The fool is opinionated.  He does not listen and learn.  He is a know it all.
E. PROV. 10:8 – Why will the prating fool fall?  Because he is a talker rather than a listener.  The only way to receive instruction is to listen – I.E. - ROM. 10:17
III. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF FOOLISHNESS?
A. PROV. 10:21 - The fools die for a lack of wisdom.

B. PROV. 27:22 – The fool is unwilling to change.

C. PROV. 26:11 – The fool never learns the lesson of poor decisions.

D. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus clearly gives us the distinction between the wise man and the foolish man, but he leaves the decision up to us.
E. TITUS 3:3-5 – Paul by inspiration instructs us that it is foolish to remain in sin when salvation is possible.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you foolish or wise?

What is the final contrast between the wise and the fools?

Proverbs 3:35 -   "The wise shall inherit glory, But shame shall be the legacy of fools."
What shall we inherit?  What will be our legacy?

It depends on our willingness to listen to God’s word.
