WISDOM REVEALED – SPEECH
COLOSSIANS 4:6

INTRODUCTION – As Christians we need to give careful attention to our speech. Are we careful or careless in regard to our speech? COL. 4:6 - Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. 
We should always strive to speak that which edifies – EPH. 4:29 - Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 
We should strive to abstain from filthy speech, but instead use our tongue to give thanks to God for all his blessings – EPH. 5:4 - neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

The purpose of this lesson is to study the revealed wisdom of God concerning our speech.

SPEECH – 

I. NEGATIVE ASPECTS  – Destructive use of our speech
A. LYING – 

1. PROV. 12:22 – Lying lips are an abomination.

2. PROV. 10:18 – Lying lips are used to hide hatred and disguise ones true feelings.

3. PROV. 12:19 – Lying proves to be short lived

4. PROV. 21:6 – Fleeting fantasies are just for a moment.
B. GOSSIP – 

1. PROV. 11:13 – A talebearer reveals secrets.

2. PROV. 16:27-28 – Gossip creates strife and destroys friendships.

3. PROV. 11:9 – Gossip is the action of a hypocrite.

C. CURSING – 

1. PROV. 20:20 – Those who curse their parents their lamp will be put out.

2. LEV. 20:9 – Law of Moses states this is a capital offense.

3. JAMES 3:2-5 – There is a great danger if we do not exercise self control of our tongue.

II. POSITIVE ASPECTS – Constructive use of our speech

A. GOOD WORDS – 
1. PROV. 10:11, 20-21 - The words of the righteous are a well of life and are and likened to choice silver that feeds many.

2. PROV. 16:24 – Pleasant words are like a honeycomb.  They are sweet to the soul.

3. PROV. 12:25 – Comforting words addressed to the anxious and depressed.

B. TIMELY WORDS – 

1. PROV. 25:11 – Well timed words fitly spoken are beneficial to us and others.

2. PROV. 15:28 – The righteous person considers how to best answer and this displays his wisdom by doing so.

C. CONTROLLED WORDS – 

1. PROV. 15:1-2 – Self discipline and self control benefit the one who speaks.

2. PROV. 21:23 – If we have control of our speech then we keep our souls from trouble.

3. PROV. 10:19 – Wisdom is clearly seen in the one who controls his words and restrains his lips.

CONCLUSION – 

Does our speech build other up or tear them down?

Our speech is either constructive or destructive.  Our choice!!!

Do we appreciate the importance and wisdom of speaking properly?

God is speaking to us, but are we listening?

