WISDOM REVEALED – FAMILY
GENESIS 1:27-28, 2:18, 21-25
INTRODUCTION – The value of Proverbs can never be overstated as it provides us wisdom from God.   This wisdom revealed by God is able to guide us in every realm of life.   In our last lesson we viewed the revealed wisdom of God in regard to our selection of a mate and then in being a good spouse.  It is our purpose in our lesson today to study the revealed wisdom of God given to us in the book of Proverbs as it related to the family.

FAMILY:
I. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE FAMILY?
A. PSA. 127:3-5 – Families are God’s way of blessing us all.  The home as God created it contributes to the happiness of each member.

B. PSA. 128:3-4 – If each member of the family is righteous it brings more happiness to the home.

C. PROV. 22:6 – The home is the training ground for children.   Parents train their children by instructions, by their example and by demonstrating how to do something (hands on).

D. PROV. 1:8-9 – In the home children get the direction and guidance necessary to grow and develop.   Remember Jesus grew in wisdom (mental), stature (physical) and in favor with God (spiritual) and man (social).

E. PROV. 6:20-23 – Purpose of the home is to instruct children in such a way that prepares them and sticks with them into adulthood.

II. WHAT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE FAMILY?  What does the world say?
A. PROV. 15:16 – Instilling the fear of the Lord is more important than providing the material necessities of this life.  Why?
1. PROV. 1:7 – Because the fear of the lord is the beginning of wisdom.

2. PROV. 10:27 – Because the fear of the Lord will prolong our days.

3. PROV. 16:6 – Because fear of the lord will cause us to depart from evil.

4. PROV. 22:4 – The true riches and honor in this life are obtained by fearing the Lord.  Do you fear the Lord?
B. PROV. 15:17 – Providing love is another important aspect of the family.  Do you exemplify love toward family members?
C. PROV. 17:1 – To provide a peaceful environment so the home is a place of refuge from the cares of the world.  Do you seek peace or do you bring contention and strife?
D. MATT. 6:33 – If you desire to ensure material provisions for you and your family then put God first.  A wise father or mother realizes the spiritual provisions are more important the material ones.  Where is the emphasize in your family?
III. IS DISCIPLINE IN THE FAMILY IMPORTANT?
A. PROV. 5:15-21 – Father (husband) needs to be able to exercise self discipline.

B. PROV. 7:17-21 – Mother (wife) needs to be able to exercise self control.  Parents if you do not exercise self restraint how do you think your children will learn to do so.

C. PROV. 3:12 – Fathers do we have the discipline to correct our children? Or do we allow them to develop unrestrained?

D. PROV. 13:24 – Proper discipline equals proper love, where as a lack of discipline equals a lack of love.  We think we know better than God when it comes to raising and disciplining our children.
E. PROV. 29:17 – Proper discipline has its rewards. God warns us to begin discipline early in the lives of our children.
F. PROV. 19:18 – Do not wait to late.  Discipline while there is hope.  Do not delay!!!

CONCLUSION – 

God has a purpose for our families.

Do we value the family?  

Is it important to us today?

Will we listen to his wisdom?

Are you part of the family of God?

