WISDOM REVEALED – A GOOD NAME
PROVERBS 22:1

INTRODUCTION – How important is a good name in our society? How important is a good name to you?  Most importantly how important is a good name to God?

The wisdom revealed by God in the book of Proverbs allows us to know the answer to this important question – PROV. 22:1 - A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor rather than silver and gold.    Read the Poem – “The Man in the Mirror.”

 A GOOD NAME – 

I. INTEGRITY AND HONOR – 

A. PROV. 19:1 – Many people today sell out their good name for riches.  Would you rather have someone tell your children after you are gone that you were a rich man or that you were good, honest, noble, and upright in your dealings with others.

B. PROV. 12:3 – The inspired writer is simply telling us that integrity is established by righteousness.  God recognizes the righteous.  Are we righteous according to God’s standard?

C. PROV. 27:2, 21 – A good name should originate from the mouth of others. Many today are into self promotion and patting themselves on the back. They should allow others to recognize their integrity and honor them.   I.E. – Greg Schmidt

D. PROV. 3:3-4 – If we cling to mercy and truth and apply its principles in our lives we will find favor and honor in the sight of men and God.

E. PROV. 10:7 – The world we live in even acknowledges and praises honorable men.

F. PROV. 11:20 – Even more important is that God honors the blameless.

II. HOW TO ACHIEVE A GOOD REPUTATION – 

A. PROV. 11:3 – Our reputation is built upon our choices. Is integrity important to us?  Then make smart decisions – ones that honor God.

B. PROV. 22:22-23– Be honest do not take advantage of those who are less fortunate.  Our honesty can set us apart from the world and give us a good name.
C. PROV. 21:21 – If we diligently seek God in our lives and his righteousness.  If we are merciful to others then it will be apparent to others what is most important in our lives and what our priorities are.

D. PROV. 20:11 – If children are known by their deeds what about us? Our reputation or good name is made known by our deeds, actions and choices.  Others are watching.

III. NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES – The importance of our reputation.
A. MATT. 5:13-16 – Jesus is teaching us our example does matter.

B. LUKE 10:30-33 – Who is honored as being a good neighbor, the Good Samaritan.  Why is he remembered?  Good choices and decisions.
C. LUKE 12:16-21 – How is the rich young ruler remembered?  He is remembered as a fool!!!  Why? Poor choices and decisions!!!
D. LUKE 17:11-19 – Why do we remember the one leper?  His choice to go back and fall at the feet of Jesus and thank him.

E. LUKE 18:10 – How do we remember the Pharisee?   As proud, arrogant and self righteous.   How do we remember the publican?   As one who humbly sought the mercy of God

CONCLUSION – 

What type of name do we have?

The best name to wear is that of a Christian.

Do we bring honor to the name – Christian?

