WISDOM REVEALED – RICHES

PROVERBS 22:1-2
INTRODUCTION – People often have differing views in regard to riches. We seem to go to extremes where we think on one end of the spectrum that to be rich is sinful and on the other end of the spectrum we have those who view poverty as a virtue.   Most people today are of the opinion that riches provide the ultimate security.   Are they right?  What does the Bible teach about riches?   This is a subject that is often discussed in the pages of inspiration.  It instructs us about earning, spending, saving, giving as well as giving us warnings about being good stewards of our possessions.
The purpose of this lesson today is to examine the wisdom revealed to us in the book of Proverbs concerning riches.

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS AND RICHES:

I. WEALTH – What does Proverbs teach concerning wealth and riches?

A. PROV. 18:11 – Wealth can definitely have some advantages such as providing security, friends, power and influence.

B. PROV. 11:4 – We are warned that wealth cannot provide everything because it cannot deliver us from death.

C. PROV. 11:28 – Wealth and riches are fine but God warns us about placing our trust in riches.   Only put your trust in God!!!

D. PROV. 13:11 – The wealth we obtain must be done so in a lawful and honest manner.
E. PROV. 23:4-5 – God instructs us to keep wealth in perspective.  Riches can be a blessing, but it can easily become a curse.  Our use of God’s wisdom is what makes the difference.

II. POVERTY – What does Proverbs teach concerning poverty?  Some are poor because of circumstances beyond their control. All poverty is not always self inflicted – natural disasters- wars- persecutions.

A. PROV. 28:8 – Sometimes poverty is the result of the greed of others usury-extortion.

B. PROV. 6:6-11 – Some are poor because they are guilty of the sin of laziness.

C. PROV. 13:18 – Some are poor because they are unwilling to heed correction.

D. PROV. 21:17 – Some are poor because they are consumed with seeking pleasure.

E. PROV. 28:19 – Some are poor because they waste their time on frivolous things.   They major in the minors.  Our problem is not recognizing the main thing as the main thing.

III. GENEROSITY – What does Proverbs teach concerning generosity and riches?

A. PROV. 28:27 – The expression of generosity toward the needy – the poor. The great benefit of possessions is not to have them but rather to use them.

B. PROV. 11:17 – The benefits of generosity are a result of the joy of giving.

C. PROV. 19:17 – God will bless our generosity.

D. PROV. 3:27 – Where we have the opportunity we also have the responsibility.

IV. GREED – What does Proverbs teach concerning greed? 

A. PROV. 27:20 – Greed has an insatiable appetite just like Sheol the monster that can never swallow enough humans to satisfy its appetite, so it is with the “eyes of man” they are never satisfied.
B. ECCL. 5:10 – Greed is never satisfied.

C. PROV. 13:7 – Greed and generosity are contrasted in this verse. Greed is self destructive.  It will cause us to have nothing of eternal value.

D. PROV. 14:31 – When we are consumed with greed we bring reproach on our maker.

CONCLUSION – 

What is my attitude toward riches?

How do I regard wealth, poverty, generosity, and greed?

The book of Proverbs reveals God’s wisdom on this subject.

Where is our trust?

PROV. 22:2 - The rich and the poor have this in common, The LORD is the maker of them all. 

