WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES

JAMES 1:2, 16, 19
INTRODUCTION – We want to begin a study on the wisdom of God revealed in the book of James.  James addresses his epistle to brethren.  The term “brethren” is used 15 times in this short epistle.   The purpose of our study today is to examine the usage of the term brethren.   In our lesson we must ask some important questions.  Who are brethren?  How do people become brethren?  What is the destiny of brethren? 

BRETHREN – 

I. WHO ARE BRETHREN? There are at least five different usages in the NT for this word.

A. MATT. 13:55 – Brethren are those who have the same fleshly parents.

B. ACTS 22:13 – Brethren can refer to people who are of the same nationality.

C. HEB. 2:17 – The word “brethren” can be a reference to our fellow man.

D. REV. 22:9 – It can also refer to people of the same calling such as prophets.  I.E. – Band of brothers – 101st Airborne division.

E. 1 TIM. 3:14-15 – The term “brethren” is used to describe people who are in the same spiritual family, the church.
F. GAL. 3:26-27, 6:1 – Those who are children of God are said to be brethren.

II. HOW DO WE BECOME BRETHREN?
A. JAMES 1:18 – God fathers or begets the brethren.

B. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – We become brethren by being born again, when we purify our souls by obeying the truth.  This comes about thru the word of God.

C. ROM. 6:3-4 – This new life begins when we are baptized into Christ.

D. JN. 3:3-5 – Baptism is the water of the new birth.

E. GAL. 3:26-27 – Paul said those who believed and were baptized into Christ were the children of God.

III. WHAT IS THE DESTINY OF BRETHREN?
A. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – We know the destiny of those who do not obey the gospel.

B. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Some brethren fall away.  I.E. – Do you know some one who has fallen away and made shipwreck of their faith?

C. GAL. 6:7-8 – Destiny is determined by what we sow.  What is your choice?

D. 1 JN. 3:1-2 – As children of God we strive to be like him.  I.E. - Children imitate their parents.

E. 1 PET. 1:3-5, 23 – Brethren have a place reserved in heaven!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Are you one of the brethren?

If not – then why not?
