WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 11
JAMES 3:1

INTRODUCTION – As we began a study of James chapter 3 we have what seems to be a contradiction to other scriptures.  James said, “Let not many of you become teachers” this statement demands our study and investigation.   The bible emphasizes teaching and the need of teaching.  Look at the teaching of Christ in the great commission – MATT. 28:19-20 -  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

What did James mean?  This may be an effort to discourage people from being teachers with the wrong motives, such as motivation of praise or public acclaim.  This is exactly what Jesus condemned – MATT. 23:6-12
It seems more likely from the text that the main point James is trying to get us to understand is that we do not need teachers who are not prepared or ready to teach. Why? Because a teacher will be responsible for giving an account for what and how they teach
The purpose of this lesson is to examine what the Bible (and James in particular) instructs us concerning teachers and teaching.  Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about teachers and teaching.
WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – TEACHERS

I. IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING – 

A. ACTS 2:22 – Men cannot hear the words about Jesus if they do not have someone who is willing to teach them.
B. ROM. 1:16, 10:14 – Paul knew the gospel has the power of God to save but it can only be declared thru a teacher.   The gospel message is the good news but it has to be spread by the use of human vessels.

C. JN. 8:32, 17:17 – The truth can set us free and sanctify us but it must be taught so people will have the choice of being sanctified and the choice of abiding in the truth. I.E. – LUKE 19:10 – Jesus came to seek and save the lost and he did so thru his teachings that were confirmed by miracles.

D. 1 PET. 2:1-2 – God’s word can help us grow as Christians but it must be taught – I.E. – ACTS 5:42 – The apostles knew the importance of teaching disciples.

E. ACTS 8:4 – Every first century Christian understood the importance of teaching.

F. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – Every servant of the Lord needs to be able to teach.  Why? So it can correct those who oppose themselves and there is a chance of them to coming to their senses and escaping the snare of the devil.   Teaching is important because the eternal destinies of souls are at stake!!!

II. QUALIFICATIONS OF A GOOD TEACHER – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Teaching is of utmost importance but it is absolutely essential that faithful men will be the ones doing the teaching.
B. 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – Paul exhorts all to be an example to the believers in word and in conduct.  Paul tells Timothy to take heed to yourself (conduct) and to the doctrine (teaching).

C. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – A teacher needs to be one who pursues righteousness and fights the good fight of faith.   We make a big mistake in the Lord’s church when we try to make someone faithful by giving them a class to teach.  They need to be faithful and then have the opportunity to teach.

D. TITUS 2:1- A teacher must be sound (healthy) in doctrine (teaching) and sound in faith.

E. JUDE 3 – A good teacher should be able to contend for the faith.  In other words be able to defend what it teaches.  The teacher needs a good working knowledge of the scriptures – 2 TIM. 2:15
F. GAL. 6:9 – A good teacher will not be easily discouraged Perseverance is needed as there is scarcely any work where there is as much discouragement as that of being a teacher.  I.E. – The highest highs the lowest lows.
III. WARNINGS TO TEACHERS – 

A. MATT. 15:8-9 – Do not teach as doctrine the commandments of men.  God is warning us to not rely on the man’s wisdom but God’s.

B. ACTS 20:28-31 – Warnings to the elders at Ephesus from Paul to not speak perverse things.   VS. 32 – Note what Paul commended to them.

C. GAL. 1:6-9 – Paul warns the Christians in the churches of Galatia that they should not turn to a different gospel.

D. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – Do not use deceptive words and teach that which is false.

E. 2 JN. 9 – For our teaching to be effective it must abide in the doctrine of Christ.  We are being warned to not go beyond it and if we do we are in the position where we do not have God.
CONCLUSION – 

Do we truly understand the importance of teaching?

Then why is there such a shortage of teachers?

The church needs teachers, but they must be qualified.

Do you have the proper motivation and are you willing to prepare to teach?

The Lord needs those who are able to teach others.

