WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 12

JAMES 3:2-12

INTRODUCTION – As we continue a study of James chapter 3 we will examine the wisdom of God concerning the use of our tongue and our need for self control. The Bible states the tongue is a very small member of our body yet it can defile the whole body.  We can use our tongue in a positive manner (blessing) when we encourage others, express words of comfort, and ask questions whereby we can understand what we need to do to obey the gospel.   On the negative side we can use or tongue to disparage people, gossip, and be busy bodies (cursing).
Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about the tongue.

WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – TONGUE
I. POWERFUL – 

A. PROV. 18:21 – The power of life and death are in the tongue.  We will eat the fruit of our tongue be it positive or negative.

B. JAMES 3:6-8 – It produces unruly evil if it is not restrained.   Man cannot do this alone he needs God’s help.

C. JAMES 1:19 – Knowing the danger of the tongue that is unbridled James instructs us to be slow to speak.  If we are to be slow to speak that suggests we need to exercise self control.

D. MATT. 12:34-37 – How do we control what we say?  We must control what goes into our heart.  Our words are a reflection of our mind. The power of justification and the power of condemnation lie in the tongue.

E. ACTS 26:25 – In his conversation with Festus Paul chose words of truth and reason.   We need to follow that example in our life.  Be truthful, be able to reason with the truth.
II. PURPOSEFUL –James desires for us to realize the power of our words. How are we going to determine to use our tongue?

A. JAMES 3:9 – It will be used for one of two purposes either to bless or to curse.

B. PSA. 119:172 – We need to let our tongue speak as the Bible speaks.  We need to acknowledge the commands of God and how they can instruct as to how to live righteously in this sinful world.
C. EPH. 4:29-31 – Paul gives the Christians at Ephesus instructions in regard to their speech.  He tells them what to do and what not to do.

D. EPH. 5:3-4 – Do not choose to talk foolishly.  

E. JAMES 3:10-12 – James asks us some rhetorical questions in these verses.   What are the obvious answers?

III. PROPRIETY – We need to use propriety in our speech.  Propriety means to conform to an acknowledged or correct standard of behavior, conforming to a set of rules or principles.  
A. PROV. 25:11 – We need to use discretion and choose our words carefully.

B. COL. 4:6 – Our speech must be seasoned with salt.   Knowing what to say and how to say it.

C. PROV. 15:1 – A soft answer turns away wrath.
D. PROV. 15:2, 4, 7 – We need to be careful to disperse knowledge when we speak.

E. PSA. 19:14 – We need to have the attitude displayed by David.  If we do then we will be able to exercise the self control that we need in regard to our tongue.

CONCLUSION – 

James gives us the wisdom of God concerning the use of our tongue.

How do you use your tongue?  

As a child of God if we do not use it correctly we need to repent.

You can also use your tongue to help you become a child of God.

Confess Christ and render obedience to him today.

