WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 19

JAMES 5:7-11

INTRODUCTION – As we continue our study of James in chapter 5 we will see that James reveals the problems these Christians were facing in regard to exercising patience. He warns of the dangers they would face in their lives as the result of losing patience and beginning to complain and murmur about their situations. .

The purpose of our study today is to come to a better understanding of the patience needed in our lives as spoken of by James. Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about this important subject.  

PATIENCE – WAITING AND MURMURING NOT:
I. WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

A. JAMES 5:7 – We are waiting for the coming of the Lord.
B. ACTS 1:9-11 – His return was promised.

C. 1 THESS. 4:13-18 – When he comes we will know it.  We will see him.

D. 2 THESS. 2:1-3 – We must exercise patience and not be deceived.  The apostle Paul seems to understand that Christ was not coming immediately.

E. 2 PET. 3:3-9 – God will keep his promise, in his time, because he is longsuffering, he is patient and desires the same characteristics in his people.

II. WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS BE PATIENT?
A. JAMES 5:10-11 – Look at the example of Job.   Did his patience pay off?  Did God recognize and reward the patience of Job? The patience of Job allowed him to endure and receive the blessings of God.  It will allow us to do the same

B. GAL. 6:9 – What happens when we lose heart?   Our patience to continue doing the will of God must endure!!!

C. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – If we continue to exercise patience and finish the race we will be following the example of Paul.
D. ROM. 2:6-7 – Paul says that eternal life is obtained by patient continuance in doing well.

E. LUKE 21:19 – Note the teaching of Jesus that by patience we save our souls.

III. WHAT IF WE MURMUR OR COMPLAIN?
A. 1 COR. 10:1-13 – The example left for us is that we will be destroyed.

B. PHIL. 2:12-16 – If we as the people of God are murmurers then we make our labor in vain.

C. HEB. 13:5-6 – What does murmuring reflect? Someone who is always complaining reflects that we are not content.

D. MATT. 12:37 – When we murmur and complain the very words we speak condemn us.

E. ROM. 8:1 – We are told how to escape.  We must be in Christ. Do we live as if we are in Christ? How do we get in Christ?  ROM. 6:3-4
CONCLUSION – 

Are we patiently enduring?

Are we murmuring and complaining?

Will we be ready when Christ returns?

