WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 20

JAMES 5:19-20

INTRODUCTION – As we conclude our study of the epistle of James in chapter 5 we will see that James reveals the wisdom of God concerning the value of the soul. He exhorts his audience to exhibit concern when someone begins to wander from the truth. .

The purpose of our study today is to come to a better understanding of true value of the soul given to us by God and hopefully motivate us to become soul winners. Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about this important subject.  

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SOUL:
I. WE CAN ERR FROM THE TRUTH – We can lose our soul if we are negligent!!
A. GAL. 6:1 – If we are overtaken in sin it is only because we have failed to apply the word of God – the truth – to our lives in a practical way.
B. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Our souls become purified when we obey the truth.  It is only thru this obedience to the truth that we are begotten and become purified.   Our past sins are washed away and we are set free from our past sins.

C. JAMES 1:22-25 – Since the truth is a perfect guide we will continue to be set free as long as we are willing to follow the truth.

D. JAMES 5:19-20 – James makes the point to his brethren that we can err from the truth and if we do we are in a state where we need to be turned again.  This necessitates the action of a concerned brother or sister in Christ.

E. ACTS 8:13-23 – Philip understood what it seems many Christians miss today – the value of a soul.  I.E. – The value of the life of a child.

II. THE VALUE OF THE SOUL – In this world we place a value on everything.  How does God value the soul he gave to us?
A. MARK 8:36 – Have you ever stopped and considered the total value of everything in the whole world.  I.E. – Gold, silver, oil, natural gas, etc. Jesus says, all that added together is not worth more than your soul.
B. LUKE 15:1-10 – Value of the soul is equated to the amount of joy in heaven when a sinner repents.

C. ECCL. 12:6-7 – Solomon the wise man gives us a lesson on how to determine the real value of things.  The physical body will return to the dust and our soul will return to God who gave it.

D. LUKE 16:19-26 – We need to take care of our soul in this life as there will be no 2nd chance in the life hereafter.  No do overs, no my bad, no second takes!!!  The rich man now knew the end result of neglecting his soul, but it was too late to change.  If you know your soul is not right with God then make the change needed today.
III. BECOME A SOUL WINNER – Have you ever led someone to the Lord by teaching them the truth?
A. PROV. 11:30 – Listen to the wise man’s counsel.  Nothing is more important than taking care of our father’s business.

B. ECCL. 7:20 – We need to stop and consider the greatest need of man.  We are sinner and we are lost so we need a Savior.

C. LUKE 19:10 – For what purpose did Jesus come to earth?

D. ROM. 1:16 – Jesus is no longer here on earth so he equips his people to do this work by giving us the proper tool – gospel.

E. 2 TIM. 2:2 – In order for the gospel to be effective and to save the message must be proclaimed.  The fields are white unto harvest.  Are you willing to be a worker for the Lord?
CONCLUSION – 

Who is responsible for teaching the truth?

Church and individuals!!!

Individually – Why do we not do more?


Is it because we do not understand our obligation?


Is it because we do not see the need?


Is it because we are afraid?


Is it because we do not care?

We sing a song – 

Into our hands the gospel is given,

Into our hands is given the light. 

Haste let us carry God’s precious message.  

Guiding the erring back to the right

