WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 4

JAMES 1:19-20 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - James reveals to us the wisdom of God concerning how we are to live as Christians and be pleasing to God.  In view of the fact that God is the provider of all good things, that he is the Father of lights, and is dependable James is urging  Christians to be swift to hear what God has to say in view of his great power.   James follows with the striking instructions to be slow to speak since there is great power in the spoken word.   James then admonished Christians to be slow to wrath, which is the idea of anger out of control.  

If our conduct is to be distinctively different from the world then we must seek to follow the wisdom revealed by James to be swift to hear, slow to speak and slow to wrath.  The purpose of this lesson is to show the importance of following these simple commands.
REVEALED WISDOM - 

I. SWIFT TO HEAR – DIFERENT KINDS OF HEARERS
A. HEB. 1:1-3 – God has spoken to us thru his son.  Do we hear him?

B. MATT. 17:5 – God is urging us to listen to his Son.  Christians should be swift to hear what God has to say.

C. JN. 12:48 – Why should we hear because we will be judged by the words of Christ.
D. MATT. 13:15-17 – The bible speaks of different types of hearers.  What type of hearer are you? There are many who hear but do so with dull ears.
E. 2 TIM. 2:1-4 – Those who hear with itching ears.

F. ACTS 7:55-57 – There are those who listen with stopped ears.

G. ACTS 17:18-20 – There are those who listen with curious ears.

H. ACTS 2:41 – Then there are those who are swift to listen and quick to consider to obey the message they have heard.

I. JAMES 1:21-25 – Hearers and doers are blessed.
II. SLOW TO SPEAK – 

A. JAMES 3:1-10 – The tongue must be controlled because it exercises great power thru the spoken word.

B. JAMES 1:26 – There is great danger if we do not control our speech.  Negative
C. ACTS 5:1-4 – I.E. – The example of uncontrolled speech by early Christians and its end results.
D. 2 TIM. 2:2 – The power of speech allows us to teach others what they need to do to be saved.  Positive

III. SLOW TO WRATH – 

A. JAMES 1:19-20 – Wrath is the idea of anger controlled.

B. EPH. 4:26-27 – There is no place for wrath.  Christians are admonished to be slow to wrath. Wrath does not work toward the righteousness of God.

C. GAL. 5:20-21 - We know that there are some occasions for anger, but wrath is said to be a work of the flesh.

D. 2 PET. 1:5-6 – As Christians we must practice self control and we need to recognize these qualities that can be developed in our lives.
E. 1 TIM. 2:8 – Christians are admonished to lift up holy hands without wrath and doubting as they worship God.

CONCLUSION – 

How well do we listen to God?

Do we seek to control our speech?

Are we slow to wrath?
Our conduct depends on our answers!!!
