WORLDLINESS – 5

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Is worldliness a problem in everyday life?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   Today we will continue our series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  What does the Bible have to say about worldliness as it relates to PRIDE?  

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
The world uses the term “self reliance or self conceit” but the bible identifies this topic as pride vs. humility. The purpose of this lesson is to help us to understand the danger of pride.  Pride eats away at the character of Christians and the work of the church.   Our society is saturated with pride, arrogance, self conceit.  Buying into the concept of pride as presented by the world is dangerous.

Definition – pride – braggadocio; to inflate with self conceit; haughty

WORLDLINESS – PRIDE:
I. DOES GOD APPROVE OF PRIDE?

A. PROV. 8:13 – Listen to the wise man.
B. PROV. 13:10 – Pride does not allow us to admit our need to repent. I.E. – Argument with your wife

C. PROV. 16:18 – A haughty spirit does not allow us to see the danger and consequences of pride.

D. LUKE 18:9-14 – Note the pride and self righteous attitude of the Pharisee.
E. 1 COR. 13:4-6 – No, because it stands opposed to love

II. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF A PROUD AND ARROGANT ATTITUDE?
A. PROV. 21:24 – When we act with pride - this is sin – vs. 4

B. LUKE 14:7-11 – We begin to exalt self. Jesus teaches us in this parable that self exaltation does not please God.

C. 1 COR. 5:1-2 – We overlook the consequences of sin.

D. COL. 2:18-19 – We do not hold fast to the head – Christ.

E. 1 TIM. 3:6 – Pride could even cause an elder to stumble.  If pride is a problem in our life or the life of an elder it can cause us to fall into the condemnation of the devil.
F. 2 TIM. 3:1-4 – Perilous times are the result of people being haughty full of arrogance and pride and self conceit.  Do you think the perilous times we are currently a part of have anything to do with pride running amuck?
III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?  Humility
A. PROV. 29:23 - The wise man states those who remain humble will retain the    honor of God.  Whose honor would we rather receive God’s or man’s?
B.  MATT. 18:1-4 – We cannot even be converted without humility and then we certainly cannot serve God without this characteristic.  Greatness in service to God is always associated with humility.
C. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – We need to clothe ourselves with humility.  Why? Because God resists the proud!!!

D. MATT. 21:28-31 – Humility allowed the son to repent and enter into the vineyard.

E. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Jesus is the greatest example of humility. If we seek to serve him and follow him we must put away pride and be clothed with humility.
CONCLUSION – 

Do we have a problem with pride?  

Do we control it or does it control us?

Do we have the characteristic of humility in our lives?

Look to Jesus and begin to humbly serve God today!!!

