WORLDLINESS – 9

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Is worldliness a problem in everyday life?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   Today we will continue our series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  What does the Bible have to say about worldliness as it relates to fashion and design of our clothes?  Does God care how we are dressed?  The way we dress is a Bible subject and it applies equally to both genders.

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
The purpose of this lesson is to help us to understand what the bible teaches about modesty.  The Bible sets the guidelines for our dress and if we choose to violate the guideline then we sin.  
One thing is for sure we do not need to allow the world to set our guidelines when it comes to how we dress.  There are several reasons why people dress immodestly:  1. Ignorant and untaught.  2. Want to fit in with their friends.   3.  Want to be bold and turn heads.  4. Careless – they do not stop and think about divine principles, they allow the world’s standards to influence them, brethren gradually get looser.   5.  They do not really know how they look.
WORLDLINESS – IMMODESTY:
I. DOES GOD APPROVE?  Public nakedness is viewed as sinful after the sin in the Garden of Eden.

A. GEN. 3:6-9 – Does God approve of public nakedness?  No, even Adam and Eve sensed to be totally nude was wrong so what did they do?  They sewed aprons of fig leaves that covered their midsection.  Did this action please God?  How did he still view them?

B. GEN. 3:10-11, 20-21 - One can have some clothing on and still be naked. From verse 7 to verse 21 we can see the range from total nudity to being clothed with a tunic – the tunic was shirt worn next to the skin the simplest from without sleeves and reached to the knee.
C. EX. 28:40-43 – God does not approve of our nakedness being exposed.   What is our nakedness?  From our waist to our thighs.  Is it a sin to wear shorts?  It depends do they cover your nakedness!  Exposing the thigh = exposing one’s nakedness. For the priest to approach God with their nakedness exposed would be sinful and they would die as a result.  Nakedness according to God can be absolute or relative. What does this say about the modern swimsuits? 
D. ISA. 47:2-3 - As Babylon had humbled other nations she would now be stripped of her glory and compared to a woman who had her nakedness exposed.  God would bring judgment upon her.  What about clothes that are too short, too tight, too thin. too low, too loose.  

II. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS?
A. MATT. 5:28 – Modesty is addressed to women in the scripture while lust is addressed to men.  Women there is one thing you need to know and that is that it is very easy for men to lust and that lust is often prompted by women who are clothed in an immodest fashion.  Women may share in the sin if they thru sensual attire cause one to stumble – MATT. 18:6
B. 2 SAM. 11:1-5 – Example of David.  What initially attracted David to Bathsheba?  What he saw?  What he did not put of his mind, what he became obsessed about resulted in adultery!!!

C. PROV. 7:10 – Women is your attire that which professes godliness?  90%  -police in a survey, attributed sex crimes to indecent dress.   What if by your dress you tempted someone to sexually assault you?   What about the young girl you are raising?  How are you training them to dress?  Women who are Christians should not dress like prostitutes.

D. 1 PET. 4:2-3 – As Christians we should no longer live for the lusts of the flesh but for the will of God. Do we walk in lasciviousness which tends to produce lewd emotions “sensuality” and a sexual allurement?   Mary Quaint the designer of the mini skirt made this statement: Mini clothes are symbolic of those women who want to seduce a man.  Does God care how we are dressed? YES!!!!!!!!!!!
E. Excuses offered – But no one will lust after my body.  Are you sure?  Even if that is so we are to cover ourselves to please God.  Remember Adam and Eve?  At his point there were no other people yet God.

III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?
A. 1 TIM. 2:9-10 – Women should adorn themselves in modest apparel with shamefacedness – propriety- sobriety- moderation- with good judgment – soundness of mind – self control. How do we define modesty?  To be modest is to be reserved, humble, respectable, decent and orderly.    This means our clothes should be modest – reserved, descent, respectable.  Show shame – can blush, have a sense of shame.  Show good judgment – common sense.  Show godliness – that we are devoted to God. Respect others – the opposite sex could lust.   Cover our nakedness- from shoulders to knee.

B. JAMES 1:21-22 – God’s word teaches us to lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word which is able to save your soul.  We need to listen to and appreciate what the Bible tells us in regard to our dress.  Do we want to dress in harmony with what the Bible says?

C. JN. 12:48 – You can reject what the bible has to say concerning how we dress but you do it at your own peril.
D. MATT. 22:11-12 – We need to realize what Jesus is teaching. He is using an analogy in a parable to teach a spiritual lesson. But we get the idea and we practice it in everyday life. Some dress is inappropriate for some places.  We are aware of customary dress when it comes to weddings, court appearances, funerals and the like and we try to accommodate.  Though no dress code for the church assemblies has been enacted by God or man we need to consider how we appear and make sure we do not distract the worship of others by dressing gaudily or to casually.  Even the world to some degree recognizes dress codes – Prison bans – All visitors shall dress in an appropriate manner – No transparent clothing, halter tops, tube tops, strapless tops, tank tops, or tops which expose the midriff, sundresses, skirts. Dresses, shorts shorter than fingertip length plus three inches shall not be acceptable on persons 10 years or above. Why
E. HEB. 13:4 – Young people listen very carefully. Nakedness is preserved and reserved for marriage.
CONCLUSION – 

Immodesty applies to men as well as women – GEN. 3:21 – God did not just make a tunic for Eve.

Immodesty applies to all.

Worldly women dress to be chased – while godly women dress to be chaste!!

There is a big difference!

