BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN
MATTHEW 5:4 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Jesus says in MATT. 5:4 - Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.
Jesus mourned over Jerusalem – MATT. 23:37-39 - "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!”
What should we mourn about?  2 TIM. 3:1-5 - But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

Do I mourn that the majority will be lost forever? - MATT. 7:13-14 - "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

THINGS WE SHOULD MOURN:

1. IMMORALITY – We should mourn and renounce immorality
A. 1 COR. 5:1-11 – Paul rebukes the Corinthians for not mourning over sin vs. 6-7. These good brethren should have been mourning over this member that was living in such disgraceful immorality that not even the heathen people would engage in it.

B. JON. 1:1-3 – Jonah did not mourn over the city of Nineveh and their wickedness but rather fled from God and by so doing fled from his responsibility.  What about us?

C. PHIL. 3:17-19 – Mourn for those who have become enemies of the cross of Christ.  They are headed for destruction because they are concerned about earthly things.
D. ROM. 1:21-28 – Sexual immorality – homosexuality – decline of the family as God intended one man and one woman for life. 

2. PERSONAL SINS – Do I mourn over my personal sins?
A. ISA. 6:5 –The prophet realized the terrible condition of his life as well as the nation of Israel.

B. PSA. 51:1-4, 7-14 – David recognized the horrible condition of his soul and is asking God to create a new spirit within him.  He wanted to have the correct mind and heart before God he wanted the joy of his salvation restored and that only comes to us when we repent.  Are we sorry for our sins?  Do we repent and prayerfully beg God for forgiveness?
C. MATT. 26:69-75 – The apostle Peter was a better man spiritually after mourning for his sins.

3. MATERIALISM – Do we mourn over the fact that our society and we ourselves have become so materialistic?
A. EZK. 7:17-19 – God warns us over and over thru out his word to not place our trust in riches but rather in the living God. The people of God would be destroyed and their silver and gold would not save them from the wrath of God rather it would be a stumbling block to them to prevent them as it were from returning to God.
B. JER. 6:10-13 – Israel had become corrupt because of their insane greed and lust for money.  The nation was consumed (eaten up) with the disease of covetousness. 

C. 1 TIM. 6:7-12 – Materialism can snare our soul.  Flee these things and seek first the kingdom of God.

4. TROUBLED SPIRIT – When our spirits are troubled because of sin.
A. PSA. 38:1-8 – David’s spirit was troubled because of sin. As David approaches God in time of need and help he is troubled in his soul and he wants deliverance.  Blessed are they that mourn and can recognize a troubled spirit
B. PSA. 38:17-18 – Our spirit will remain troubled until we repent

C. JOEL 2:12-14 – We need to rend our hearts and not our garments.

5. REPENTANCE IMMANENT – Sorrow of the world works death
A. MAL. 2:11-13 - We must bring about change in our live not just tears.

B. 2 COR. 7:10 - The apostle Paul was desirous that the Corinthians manifest godly sorrow because it is only godly sorrow that leads one to repent.

C. EZRA 10:1-6, 10-19 – It is a sad condition when men live in adultery. If we mourn we will repent.  Israel mourned and repented by putting away their foreign wives.  Vs. 10-13 – Ezra told them about their sin and commanded them to put away their wives  Vs. 17-19 –They agreed to do so.
6. NEARER TO GOD – If we mourn and repent of our sins we then grow closer to God.
A. JAMES 4:6-10 – God requires us too humbly and to the best of our ability to cleanse our hands and purify our hearts from sin.

B. 1 PET. 5:8-9 – There is only one way to resist the devil and not be carried away by his temptations and that is to be steadfast in the faith.

C. TITUS 2:11-14 – We get nearer to God by denying ungodliness and worldly lust and living soberly, righteously and godly. We mourn for those who are frivolous and live sensually.

CONCLUSION – Do we truly want to receive comfort that can only come from God and his word?  Then we must be people who mourn over sin and the devastation it causes in the lives of those we know and love as well as the problems it cause in our lives.
