TEN YEARS LATER
DANIEL 4:17, 25, 37

INTRODUCTION – Today is the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on American soil.  Ten years ago today Muslim terrorist crashed 4 jet liners into the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and a field in Pennsylvania killing more than three thousand people and changing the course of American history. 

Many of you remember the day like it was yesterday. I am sure this is particularly true of those who wear the uniform of our arm forces.

We pledged that day as a nation to never forget, and to some degree we have kept that promise, although it seems in the area that matters most (things that are spiritual) we have abandoned that idea.

After 9-11 people dropped to their knees in prayer, they returned to places to worship God and for a short time God was even welcome once again in our public discourse.  This all proved to be only temporary as our wounds healed and the threat seemed as distant as the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
We are often still faced with question such as why does evil happen? We often desire to place the blame on God for any tragedy that occurs! The purpose of this lesson is to study what the Bible teaches us we should learn from such events.
TEN YEARS LATER – 

I. WHY DOES EVIL HAPPEN? – God is not to blame!

A. JN. 1:1-5 – God is not to blame because God has no dark side. He is the light.

B. JN. 8:12 – Jesus is the light of the world and those who follow him do not walk in darkness. 

C. JAMES 1:12-18 – The goodness of God does not allow him to tempt us (mankind) with evil.

D. GEN. 3:1-6 – Then how did evil (sin) enter the world? Satan in the form of a serpent took the command of God that which was good and deceived Adam and Eve tempting them to disobey God.

E. ROM. 5:12 – Through one man sin entered the world and then death spread to all men because all men chose to sin. Sin is like a plague which spreads by the natural means such as choice and influence.
F. GEN. 3:15; 12:1-3 – God’s response to sin was ready before it happened while Jesus was still waiting in heaven. God had made provisions for the scheme or plan of salvation to save man from his sins, but God would not force man to love him as he created him with free will.

G. JOB 1:1-22 – God does not tempt any man, not even Job! God allowed Job to be tested just as he will allow our faith to be tested today.

H. HAB. 1:1-2:4 – We are not the first to ask these questions of God. Note the prophet of god wondered why such terrible things could happen to seemingly better people than their assailants. God (providence) used the Chaldeans but he did not make them do what they did he simply took advantage of their wickedness and willingness to commit evil.  Is it possible God uses the evil of radical Islamics to teach the Christians of America a lesson? I am not a prophet  so I cannot answer with any degree of certainty? But I cannot deny with certainty that in his providence God was trying to get our attention and possibly teach us some lessons.
II. EXAMPLES FOR OUR LEARNING – God also tries to teach us by way of example.
A. ROM. 15:4 – Why do we have the O.T. scriptures preserved for us as the people of God today? They are for our learning as we look at these examples!

B. LAM. 1:1-5 – How did God get the attention of Judah? Thru his providence they were taken into captivity. Why did Judah receive this judgment of God? Jeremiah explains it was because of they multitude of their sins.
C. LAM. 5:15-22 – What is the solution?  Turn back to God. They had offered their sons the blood of the innocents in fire to Baal – JER. 19:3-5 - What about America? 623,026 lives lost in Civil War; 407,316 lives lost in WWII – 1.2 million in 8 years of war and compare that to 53, 310, 843 or 1.2 million a year. That is not even to mention the now socially accepted alternative lifestyle (sin of homosexuality) of many Americans.
D. 2 CHRON. 7:1 – We must turn from our wicked ways and turn to God.  The only way for people to turn from sin is to teach them the gospel that has the power of God to save their souls.

E. PROV. 14:34 – A nation can only be viewed as righteous by God when Christians live a life or righteousness and place their trust in God. 

III. WHAT LESSONS SHOULD WE LEARN? What should we as children of God learn from tragic events such as 9-11 – Life is as a vapor that appears for a little time and vanishes away – JAMES 4:14
A. MATT. 24:37-44 – Jesus the master teacher is compelling us to be ready. Are you ready? What if tragedy strikes in your life? Accident, disease, untimely death the only thing that will really matter is if you were ready!
B. MATT. 25:1-13 – Jesus in this chapter teaches us three parables to show us the importance of being prepared. 10 virgins, the parable of the talents, and the parable of the sheep and goats. The only solution is to be ready every moment of every day.

C. ECCL. 12:13-14 – The very purpose for which God placed man of this earth was to submit to God and serve him this. We cannot fool God as he knows everything we do.

D. PROV. 3:5-6 – God also wants us to learn the valuable lesson of placing our trust in God and not in ourselves. Where is your trust today?

E. HEB. 4:14-16 – We should also learn to take advantage and communicate with God everyday. Do you come boldly to the throne of grace?

CONCLUSION – 

What do you remember about that fateful day?

What lessons did you learn? 

How close to God are you today?
