A CHRISTIAN’S PURPOSE ON EARTH

EPHESIANS 1:5-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The New Testament clearly states our purpose as Christians - EPH 1:5-14 –TEXT - God predestined the purpose of a Christian as they live here on earth to live a life that praises God.

Why should we praise God?  1 PET. 2:9-10 – “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.”  Because God has called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.
ACTS 17:26-27 – “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;”  The very purpose for man’s existence is to seek God.

Does man always do what is best for him?  Example of Solomon – ECCL. 2:1-11 – READ – Solomon found out that pleasure, wisdom, women, riches, and all his labors were in vain.
Notice Solomon’s conclusion – ECCL. 12:13-14 – “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's all For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.”
After all the things in life Solomon experienced he gave this advice – ECCL. 11:9-12:1 – Read – After looking at the example of Solomon what should our attitude be toward our purpose as a Christian?  hopefully the same attitude Paul expressed in 1 COR. 10:31 - Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
HOW DO WE GLORIFY GOD?
1. BY BEING A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH HIS SON PURCHASED – 

A. ACTS 20:28 – Christ purchased the church - “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
B. ACTS 2:47- Christ adds the saved to the church he purchased - “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”  Those who have heard the gospel message about Christ, and believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, when they are pricked in their heart by this believe they will repent and turn from sin to Christ, they will want the world to know their allegiance belongs to Christ, so they will confess his name gladly,, and finally they will be willing to be baptized because Jesus tells them that is what they need to do to be saved.
C. EPH. 3:21- Why are the saved in the church? – to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. It is as a member of the Lord’s church that I give glory to God and acknowledge his wisdom.

D. EPH. 3:10 – “to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places”  I can only give glory to God thru the church and it is only in the church that the manifold wisdom of God is made known.
2. BY BEARING FRUIT FOR CHRIST – This is another way we can glorify God as a Christian.

A. JN. 15:8 – “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” – We must bear fruit to glorify God most Christians think we are OK just because we are a branch!
B. 2 PET. 1:3-11 – READ – What do we need in our lives in order to be fruitful?
3. BY STANDING FAST – When trials and persecutions come our way is another way we glorify God.

A. 1 PET. 4:12-16 – “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.”
B. JAMES 1:12-15 – It is not easy to resist but it is possible – “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.”  
C. 1 COR. 10:13 – Tells us the reason we falter when tempted – “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”  
D. MATT. 5:10-12 – We need to remember the words of our savior - Jesus tells us to rejoice when we suffer for righteousness sake – “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11"Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
4. BY PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH – This is a noble way that Christians can glorify God.
A. JN. 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  If we proclaim the truth we will proclaim Jesus as Lord and savior – JN. 8:32 – Only truth can set men free.
B. 1 COR. 2:1-5 –  Paul realized he glorified God when  he proclaimed the truth as humbly as he knew how not seeking glory for himself but striving to give god all the glory - “And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.   

C. 1 COR. 9:16-18 – We need more today with the attitude of the apostle Paul. “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel.”  
D. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – When we speak the truth in love we are glorifying God – “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.”  
5 BY THE LIFE WE LIVE – As Christians the way I live should be an influence for good and cause others to glorify God.

A. MATT. 5:16 – “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  They glorify God because they see our good works.  Does your life truly glorify God?
B. TITUS 2:11-15 – As Christians we are to be a people zealous of good works – “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.”  Are we involved in these good works?
C. 1 PET. 2:12 – Good works give us an opportunity to have a good influence “having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”
CONCLUSION – When people behold your life does it cause them to glorify God?  Do you truly understand your purpose on earth?  MATT. 6:33 – “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”
